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Highlights from the 2619 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention
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Members of the Youth Exchange community from around the world gathered in Hamburg,
Germany, 31 May-1 June, at the Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention. Participants had the
chance to network, share their Youth Exchange experiences, and hear from Youth Exchange
leaders. During breakout sessions, they learned best practices, participated in innovative
workshops, and had lively discussions. You can view presentations from the event on
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Those who also attended the Rotary International Convention further expanded their Rotary
knowledge and heard from world-class speakers. You can watch the

including those by RI President-nominee Holger Knaack, Toastmasters International Pre3|dent
Lark Doley, Egyptian Parliament member Marianne A. Azer, and others.
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If you are interested in attending the Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention next year, you can
say “Aloha, Rotary!” and register now for the 2020 Preconvention and the Rotary International
Convention in Honolulu, Hawaii, USA.
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On the campaign trail
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Rotarian and Rotaractor Maximiliano Toledo recently made history in his home state of
Tabasco, Mexico, where he was the youngest person ever to run for office. Learn how his
exchange to Austria in 2009 changed his life and inspired his involvement in politics.
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On the campaign trail
Max Toledo
FE 2B
Max Toledo

In the summer of 2018, Maximiliano (Max) Toledo made history — at age 25, he was the
youngest person ever to run for office in the state of Tabasco, Mexico, where he was an
independent candidate for District 6 of the state Chamber of Deputies. Although he didn’t win,
Toledo found the experience inspiring. “It showed me that we can think big and act locally,” he
says. Toledo, a contract lawyer who helped found the Rotaract Club of Tabasco Bicentenario in
Villahermosa, Mexico, and is now a member of the Rotary Club of Villahermosa, says his
experiences in Rotary have been invaluable to building his skills as a leader.
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Q: How did you get started in Rotary?

A: | was practically born into Rotary. My aunt and uncle have been in Rotary for many years. My
brother, Mike, went to Austria with Rotary Youth Exchange, and | did the same in 2009-10. When |
got back home, | joined my brother in a Rotaract club, and we started doing big service projects.
Then | co-founded a new Rotaract club. | also went to Germany with the New Generations
Service Exchange program, and as part of that program in 2015 | did an internship with the
German government. | got to know many Rotarians there.
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Q: How did you get started in politics?

A: There were big earthquakes here in Mexico in 2017, and everything started there. We started a
campaign to bring help to all the communities that were affected. Because my brother and | had
been exchange students, we asked for help from our international friends. We brought tents to
people who had lost their homes. When we started doing that, everybody started saying to me,
“We want you to run for office.”
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Q: What issues did you focus on as a candidate?

A: | was and | am still concerned about public safety. Also, | was seeking more opportunities for
young people, and better public places. We wanted government finances to be more transparent.
| was asking for improvements to public health care. | was asking that we cut the economic
support that the parties receive [from taxpayers] almost in half. The parties have an excessive
amount of money. | ran as an independent, without a party. We believe that money could be used
for something else.

B L% - A REERELAR?

BN TP ARAM T 0L X p o gt Ny FY L EEALBL S g 0 R
U502 5 5 o 28 o e Bk e G V%4iﬁ4%%%%’ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁm~

AN I S S S C AR EY BEE T TR T R
Ko AP SRR Y A6 T

Q: Will you continue to be involved in politics?

A: Absolutely. | knew when | entered into it that this would be my life. | keep going to the
community; | visit people who supported me during the campaign. I'm in a position where | can do
something. You realize that people are up for change; they just need an example and the right
leadership.
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Q: How did your experiences with Rotary influence your campaign?
A: Rotary formed me as a leader. | learned a lot in Rotaract. And through New Generations
Service Exchange, | had the opportunity to go abroad and see different ways of doing things. |



want to bring some of the good ideas | have seen in other parts of the world to the people here in
my own community. For me, it has been life-changing. If young people can achieve the things that
we did in the campaign, we can fight for bigger things.
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— Nikki Kallio

o Rotary is dedicated to developing the next generation of leaders. Learn more about our
youth programs at rotary.org/youth-programs.
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Removing land mines and reviving farmland
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Heidi Kihn, a Rotary Youth Exchange alumna and member of the

Rotary Club of San Francisco, California, USA, began shaping her ,
vision for her nonprofit, Roots of Peace, during her exchange to Japan

in 1975. Since founding her organization, she’s helped to remove
hundreds of thousands of land mines from fields in Afghanistan and
Vietnam.
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Profile: A vine idea
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Heidi Kihn
Rotary Club of San Francisco
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Heidi Kiihn arrived in Utsunomiya, Japan, in 1975, a few months after the end of the Vietnam
War. She was a Rotary Youth Exchange student, and what she saw and experienced in Japan led
her to reflect on the post-World War Il reconciliation between that country and her native United
States. “The idea of former enemies bridging borders for peace left an impression in my heart,”
she says.
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Heidi Kuhn, of the Rotary Club of San Francisco, founded a nonprofit called Roots of Peace to
remove land mines and revive farmland.
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More than 20 years later, Kilhn had become a successful television journalist. She was asked by
the Commonwealth Club of California, a well-known public affairs forum, to host an event
featuring Jerry White, a land mine survivor who had escorted Princess Diana on her last
humanitarian mission in 1997. It was a short time after the death of Diana, whose efforts to ban
land mines had inspired Kiihn. “That night, | made a prophetic toast,” she recalls. “May the world
go from mines to vines.”
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Kihn decided to act on those words and founded a nonprofit called Roots of Peace that has
worked to remove hundreds of thousands of land mines and other unexploded ordnance from
farmland and replace them with productive fields, such as orchards and vineyards.
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In Afghanistan, the organization has helped restore fields in the Shomali Plain north of Kabul,
which had been a thriving agricultural region until the Taliban burned vineyards, cut down fruit
trees, and laid land mines. Since 2003, Roots of Peace has connected growers with supermarket
chains in India.
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Roots of Peace is also partnering with the Rotary clubs of San Francisco and Bangkok Klongtoey,
Thailand, which received a $197,000 global grant from The Rotary Foundation to remove land
mines and plant black pepper vines and taro in Vietnam’s Quang Tri province, and help farmers
market the high-value crop.
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Kihn and her husband and Roots of Peace partner, Gary Kuhn, visited Afghanistan in 2018 to
see the fruits of their labor. They flew out of Afghanistan on a cargo plane carrying the harvest.
“To me, that was the greatest inspiration, the greatest moment in my life, to know that we can turn
dreams into reality,” Kihn says. “Not just for ourselves, but for countless farmers and families
around the world.”
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— Nikki Kallio


https://rootsofpeace.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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30 August-2 September | EEMA Conference

Valencia, Spain
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14-17 November | ABIJ Conference
BalneérioCamboril], SC, Brazil
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27-29 February | NAYEN Conference
Monterrey, Mexico
21 27-29 p A % # b & 2 % % (NAYEN)

57 B TR

4-5 June | Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention
Honolulu, HI, USA
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Rotary Youth Exchange on LinkedIn
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rotary
Rotary Code of Policies youth

IS exchange

Youth Exchange Officers Directory

(district and multidistrict Youth Exchange chairs can access the directory by
signing in to My Rotary)
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