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What it's like to fight for families on the border
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Every year, The Rotarian magazine shares stories from ordinary Rotarians in
extraordinary circumstances. One story is from Ruby Powers, a former Rotary
Youth Exchange student, Interactor, and Ambassadorial Scholar. Now, she is
volunteering as an immigration lawyer for separated families at the U.S.-Mexico
border. She says "l see this as a humanitarian issue, not a political issue. I've
been in Rotary since | joined Interact in high school, and that's what the
organization has taught me—to care about humanitarian issues."
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selections online.
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A Rotary Youth Exchange journey
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"Had it not been for my Rotary Youth Exchange to Munich, Germany, in 1994-95, | am positive
that | would not be where | am now: Living and pursuing a career in global business
development at an innovative German medtech startup. | work with another former Rotary Youth
Exchange student, Eva, who happens to be my best friend from my exchange year.”
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Read Tara's full story about her Rotary Youth Exchange journey.
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Mt. Pleasant to Munich: a Rotary Youth
Exchange journey
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Eva (Breuer) Stahl and Tara Nicoll in the Mecuris showroom with 3D-printed pediatric feet.
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By Tara Nicoll
/#% . Tara Nicoll

Mt. Pleasant, Pa., USA
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I I ad it not been for my Rotary Youth Exchange to Munich, Germany, in 1994-95, | am

positive that | would not be where | am now: Living and pursuing a career in global business
development at an innovative German medtech startup. | work with another former Rotary
Youth Exchange student, Eva, who happens to be my best friend from my exchange year.
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The later challenges of working life in Japan and Argentina would have been impossible
without the experience of being thrown into strange daily life situations with just a dictionary
and persistence.
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Munich, Germany — Morgantown, W.Va., USA — Liineburg, Germany
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Through first-hand insight from Marianne, my German host mom, | learned what is considered
to be “normal” or “polite” in daily life situations, and this made the adjustment to German life
easier. Without this experience | would not have gained these valuable perspectives that |
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constantly use to this day. When | approach a situation now, | evaluate and consider how it is
perceived from the North American, German, Japanese, and Argentinean perspective. This
cultural interpretation and edge is because of Rotary.
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My entire future planning was changed and adapted based on my exchange year. My initial
major of Audiology, didn’t include a possibility to study abroad. Therefore, | changed it to
International Studies, which took me to back to Lineburg, Germany.

xﬁ% CEIFEFHR2ER T AUDEN A RARY] > T ikipie- £
SRBET ARG o A - B BRS04 KARBEIRGAS OV R e AT
v AR SRR 0 A T e SERE N E

Morgantown, W.Va., USA — Kitakyushu, Japan—Munich, Germany— Buenos Aires,
Argentina
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When | returned to West Virginia University, my Japanese professor approached me to apply to
the Japan Exchange Teaching (JET) Program. | always wanted to visit Japan, and my friend,
Yuka, whom my hometown hosted in 1993, was in Kyoto. Finally a reunion! | applied, was
accepted, and moved to Kitakyushu, Japan. The two years living and working in Japan were
extremely challenging. Nevertheless, it would have been a lot worse without my exchange year
experience to draw from. | am thankful for the opportunity to discover another culture as well as
my love of teaching.
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When | decided to move back to Munich, it was Eva and Marianne, who helped me build my
life here. Initially, I taught English. Then | moved into Intellectual Property (IP), where as a
paralegal, | learned the patents and trademarks business. This led to an Argentinean law firm
which relied on my IP, business, and international skills. They also needed me to go and work
in their offices in Argentina and Brazil. However, after four years at this firm, it was time for a
change and a new challenge.
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Eva &Mecuris — Medtech Start Up
Eva &Mecuris — F f - L ATA] £ ¥

It was through Rotary that I met Eva, my oldest German childhood friend and now colleague.



Both of us were Rotary Youth Exchange students. She was studying in Allentown,
Pennsylvania in 1993-94 and we met at the Rotary In-Outbound weekend in Munich. We
discovered we were both attending the same Gymnasium and have been friends since
September 1994. Almost 25 years later to the day, we became work colleagues at Mecuris,
which enriches amputees’ lives by producing custom-made, industrially-3D-printed prosthetics
and orthotics. Our long term goal is to export our German engineering to print these aides in the
U.S. and other countries around the world.
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Rotary's 2017-18 annual report
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This year’s annual report includes:
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e Highlights from the year
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e Projects that are having a positive, long-term impact on
communities
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e Messages from donors sharing why they contribute to The
Rotary Foundation
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Read more about Rotary’s accomplishments during 2017-18 at
rotary.org/annualreport.
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Connect with YEOs on Google Groups
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The YEOtalk chat group for Youth Exchange Officers around the
world discussing topics related to exchanges has moved from
Yahoo to Google.
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Apply for membership in the new closed-forum Google Group to ask
questions and share your expertise and experience. And follow the
open-forum YEOTalk Facebook page.
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Organize a Rotex in your district
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Rotex, Rotary Youth Exchange alumni associations, continue to thrive
and add value to Youth Exchange. Congratulations to Rotex 4310
(Brazil), Rotex 3054 (India), Rotex 1461 (Denmark), Rotex 1890
(Germany), and the nationwide Rotex Brazil for recently joining the
Rotary alumni network as official alumni associations! Interested in
organizing a Rotex in your district? Email alumni@rotary.org.

RS S g (Rotex)FH R4 5 F 0 F LR AE
B o ﬁ*% Rotex 4310(* & ) ~ Rotex 3054(5" &) ~ Rotex 1461 (*
%) -~ Rotex 1890(f, H)£2 © & » ] Rotex fiT#p e » F s X
ARt RS RN mEEARE ] BAELT R RS 2 Rotex 7§ ? bk i
alumni@rotary.org °

CONNECT NOW
B EE

Events & Resources
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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NAYEN Conference
Denver, Colorado, USA
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Regién de Valparaiso, Chile
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Kanazawa Meeting
Kanazawa, Japan
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Rotary International Convention
Hamburg, Germany
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Rotary Youth Exchange on
LinkedIn
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Youth Exchange Directory
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Youth Exchange is a source of news, resources, and event details for those who
promote global understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program
available every other month.
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Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
ToR-n Nt AT~ s E &2 2 F 1 youthexchange@rotary.org.

Share this newsletter on Facebook.
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