Youth Exchange
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November 2018 Connecting students and communities
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World Interact Week
5-11 November

SN "SE T A =
ﬁ%#%”iﬁﬁ@ﬁ

11 % 5-11 p

Join the World Interact Week party
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This 5-11 November, Interactors around the world will take action in their
communities and share how make a difference. Here are three ways you can
join the party:
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1. . Tell us what makes your Interact club great for a
chance to be featured on the Rotary Voices blog and our social media.
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2. . Create a short video to show your club having fun

while making a difference in your school and community.
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http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/1Aq8wVMWW6RF6qi08UvVP5XlMIu
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/1Aq8yjqSbbJ9EdV3LByJzuwBuRN
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. . Ask your sponsor Rotary club to complete a
certificate of recognition to highlight the positive impact you've made.
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Don’t forget to share your club’s celebration on social media with
#WorldInteractWeek!
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Capture the moment in Hamburg
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Whether you are a seasoned Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention attendee or a
first-timer, there is something valuable for everyone at the 2019 YEO Preconvention in
Hamburg. Join us to network with YEOs and regional leaders, build new exchange
relationships, and learn and share best practices. Register by 15 December to secure early
registration pricing.
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Youth Exchange alum turns trash into treasure
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"| started my journey in Rotary as a Youth Exchange Student in 2009-10, hosted by
the Rotary Club of Waukegan, lllinois, USA. I'm not a member of the Rotary Club of
Bulsar, India, and Rotary helps me live out my dream, a dream | have had since age
11 - giving back to my community in service."
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Read Binish's story of how his experience in Rotary Youth Exchange put him on a
path to become a Rotarian and CEO.
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http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/1Aq8zH4NqgAEc1y7oiBxjT5Rd16
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/1Aq8B4IIFls8JPbb0ZEl4hF6Vap

Rotary alum turns trash into treasure
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Posted on April 19, 2018by Rotary International
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Binish Desai's company makes bricks from industrial waste otherwise destined for the
landfill.
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By Binish Desai, a member of the Rotary Club of Bulsar, India, and a former Rotary
Youth Exchange student
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| started my journey in Rotary as a Youth Exchange Student in 2009-10, hosted by
the Rotary Club of Waukegan, lllinois, USA. I'm now a member of the Rotary Club of
Bulsar, India, and Rotary helps me live out my dream, a dream | have had since age
11 — giving back to my community in service.
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In 2005, | created my first brick using industrial paper waste and chewing gum.
Similar bricks of recycled materials would go on to make thousands of stand-alone
toilets for rural communities by 2015. The company | founded, Eco Eclectic
Technologies, continues to research and invent new products in pursuit of a clean
India. It is a vision captured in one of my mantras:

2005 & > A* 1 FEPAE T AEADF - B8 e T]7 2015 £ > I w T
Alerfld @ * 3 @BE P e R L F o At 2 ho @ Eco Eclectic
Technologies #F A # 374 5 ¥4 3 ig 2P R o 154 FER HE 2 “rHIR

“Nothing is useless in this world. What might be a waste to you is someone else’s
assets.”
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https://blog.rotary.org/2018/04/19/rotary-alum-turns-trash-into-treasure/
https://blog.rotary.org/author/rotaryinternational/
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/youth-exchanges
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| like to tell people that Eco Eclectic Technologies is a transformation parlor for
industrial waste. Neglected and unwanted waste comes to us instead of the landfill,
and we transform it into useful items that people can use in their everyday lives.
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Light fixtures made from recycled materials.
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EcoLights Studio: a micro social enterprise that is connected to Eco Eclectic
Technologies, aims to employ non-skilled women and rural artisans. We teach them
how to create light fixtures, made entirely of waste, by hand. Every light that is
purchased recycles 7 kilograms of waste, helping reduce carbon emission and
electronic waste. The lights themselves are 90 percent recyclable.
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Bin-Nish means “without darkness, spreading light.” To fulfill the meaning of my
name, | teach a waste management course for college and high school students.
Students experiment with waste to find innovative solutions. When you start
experimenting with waste, you will never end up empty handed. These students
represent the hope of finding even more solutions, toward the goal of constantly
improving our country.
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And throughout this process, Rotary and Rotarians have supported my innovations
and have been able to contribute to many of our unique projects. One way we show
our dedication to the environment is plant one tree in an industrial area for every light
fixture we sell, and ensure they are maintained. It thrills me to know that Rotary



shares my concern for the planet, a fact demonstrated by President lan H.S. Riseley’s
challenge this year to clubs to plant a tree for every member of their club. It's yet
another way | find my own values aligning with Rotary.
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Rotary’s motto of Service Above Self has always inspired its members to contribute to
society. To me, Rotary is family. And | look forward to continuing to make a difference
in the world with innovations for a cleaner and more sustainable world, inspired and
supported by my Rotary family.
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About the author: Binish Desai runs Eco Eclectic Technologies, a lab that recycles and
reuses more than 50 different types of industrial waste and converts it into more than 150
products. In 2017, Desai received the Rl Alumni Global Service award for zone 6A. Desai
was recently listed by Forbes Asia in their list of 30 Under 30 social entrepreneurs.
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Youth Exchange changes lives
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“I became involved in the Rotary Youth Exchange program in the 1980s while | was
a secondary school principal and the school hosted our first international exchange
student. Our Inbound Exchange student from South Africa had never been taught by
a non-white teacher and had some hesitations about attending classes. The
trepidations soon disappeared as she grew to know and respect the teacher as a
person. Perhaps, more importantly, she realized her attitudes could be challenged.
As a result of seeing this student having this unique experience | learned that Youth
Exchange not only changes the lives of youth but also enriches their lives. | knew
that | wanted to join Rotary and become involved with Youth Exchange.”

MV 1980 # M S dhi “E T F  §FOAL- L9 BRE > a R = B
ERITILEEFFCEREIRHRF L AP o o g 2 kpiva 2 KAHD L0l
SRR FIA T R L AR c S REBRRBIEEE LR SR XX
Pept 40 00 AFLERDE S WIEENA PR RELTITR gRlEEH S


https://www.forbes.com/30-under-30-asia/2018/social-entrepreneurs/#1311b8ae5fd0

Read more about Dave’s experience with Youth Exchange over the past 26 years.
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Rotary Youth Exchange changes lives
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Posted on May 29, 2018by Rotary International
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Dave White

Editor’s note: This is the fifth and last in a series of blog posts from the 2018
Youth Leadership All-Stars, participants in Rotary’s programs for young
leaders, in celebration of Youth Service Month.
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By Dave White, Rotary Club of Courtenay, British Columbia, Canada
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| was inspired to become involved in the Rotary Youth Exchange program in the
1980s while | was a secondary school principal and the school hosted our first
international exchange student. A young lady, an Inbound Exchange student from
South Africa, spent the year at our school. She had never been taught by a non-white
teacher and had some hesitations about attending his classes. The trepidations soon
disappeared. She grew to know and respect the teacher as a person and thoroughly
enjoyed his classes
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Perhaps, more importantly, she realized her attitudes could be challenged. As a result
of seeing this student from South Africa having this unique experience | learned that
Rotary Youth Exchange not only changes the lives of youth but also enriches their
lives. | knew that | wanted to join Rotary and become involved with Youth Exchange.
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https://blog.rotary.org/2018/05/29/rotary-youth-exchange-changes-lives/
https://blog.rotary.org/author/rotaryinternational/
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/youth-exchanges
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In the 26 years | have been a member of the Rotary Club of Courtenay, | have been
on almost all of our club’s Youth Service committees, as well as president of my club
and also the Rotary Club of Kyiv Multinational in Ukraine. Throughout this time |
remain a supporter and promoter of Rotary Youth Exchange and youth programs.
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Student of the month
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During the 1990s, | started a local Rotary Student of the Month programme, which
now includes each of the four secondary schools in Courtenay. Every month a school
brings a student to our meeting to receive a plaque recognizing them as their student
of the month. The students who receive this recognition are those that best illustrate
the Four Way Test within their respective school. These students are selected by
their school administration and recognized at our regular meeting, at their secondary
school, and in our local paper.
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In 2009, | helped organize the first Certified Interact club at PS 155 in Kyiv, Ukraine.
The principal not only embraced the goals of Interact, but also the benefits of having
his school adopt the Four Way Test as a guide for student behaviour within their
school, community, and country. | continue to communicate with the Principal on a
regular basis, exchanging ideas and looking for opportunities for the PS 155 and G.P.
Vanier Interact Club in Courtenay to work together. The two Interact clubs exchange
packages, videos, and projects that they are involved in. Members of each club have
become more understanding of the cultural differences as well as similarities of each
other’s schools and countries
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Recently, I initiated a district grant application for an international project proposed by
the Interact Club of PS 155 in Kyiv, Ukraine and assisted by the G.P. Vanier Interact
Club in Courtenay. The project focuses on increasing immunization awareness in
Ukraine, particularly the rural regions where immunization is viewed with uncertainty
by many people. The uniting of two Interact clubs, one in Kyiv and one in Courtenay,
in a humanitarian project such as immunization awareness helps illustrate to students
how people from different countries can make a positive change in the lives of others.
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https://www.rotary.org/en/get-involved/interact-clubs
https://my.rotary.org/en/guiding-principles
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/grants
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Events & Resources
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NEWLY CERTIFIED
DISTRICTS
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District 9910 New Caledonia and
Norfolk Island is outbound-only certified
and may send, not host, students. New
Zealand remains fully certified and
Vanuatu is noncertified.
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District 3110 India (parts of Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh) is
outbound-only certified.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
G BT

ABIJ Conference

Araxda, Minas Gerais, Brazil
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NAYEN Conference
Denver, Colorado, USA
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YEPAUPCH

Region de Valparaiso, Chile
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Kanazawa Meeting
Kanazawa, Japan
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Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention
Hamburg, Germany
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Rotary International Convention
Hamburg, Germany
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http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/1Aq8GBipDEU6V1HpvLPy3RW7LLD
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/92908855:72xomvb1N:m:1:994903981:74D45E06A934262A0A2B89C4A24D5E06:r
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/1Aq8HYWkSJLBsPkt8sSlOgvntUW
mailto:levalfez@yahoo.com
mailto:m.kitagawa@ryokikogyo.co.jp
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/1Aq8KKebmTuAyqAAnQXXj3DSUdy
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/1Aq8M7S6BYm56edE0y0L3sd8CmR

Rotary Youth Exchange on
LinkedIn
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Rotary Code of Policies
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Youth Exchange Directory
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START AN EXCHANGE
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Youth Exchange is a source of news, resources, and event details for those who
promote global understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program
available every other month.
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Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
SRR AL~ ¥ 2 02 F 2 youthexchange@rotary.org.

Share this newsletter on Facebook.
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http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/1Aq8RErNAhO3hqJSvkbY32u9sY5
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http://rotary.msgfocus.com/o/1NLCEPmJmpvWc5lPC?u=%24AMF_PERMALINK%24
https://maps.google.com/?q=1560+Sherman+Ave.,+Evanston,+IL+60201&entry=gmail&source=g
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