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The 2018 Rotary Convention connects leaders from around
the world

2018 & ftha g dk i R &M A ME L B A2

Rotarians, Rotaractors, Interactors, alumni, and leaders gathered at Rotary’s
biggest event of the year, Rotary International Convention. The 2018 event in
Toronto featured world-class speakers, innovative workshops, and opportunities
to make new friends.
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Discover this year's highlights:
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Champions of Rotary Youth Exchange shared best practices, inspiring
stories, and new strategies to build successful programs around the world
at the Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention.
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Rotary President-elect Barry Rassin showed how Youth

Exchange leaders, students, and alumni can Be the Inspiration. During
his speech he said, "Young people in Rotary programs around the world
are having a great time but they're also learning something, and they're
realizing their life is changing through their experience."
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The audience was inspired by
, learned about Canada’s commitment to end polio from
, and heard from
on how we can make a difference in our
communities.
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Capture the moment in Hamburg—register now for the 2019 Rotary International
Convention!
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Dreaming bigger dreams through Youth Exchange and Interact
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"l received the opportunity to take part in a short-term Rotary Youth Exchange in Wisconsin,
USA. On that exchange, | visited an Interact club that motivated me to create one in my own
community. My youth exchange experience gave me a new and bigger perspective that opened
up a door of opportunity.”
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Read how Ismael’'s experience in Youth Exchange inspired him to start an Interact club in Manta,
Ecuador to continue his service and leadership experience in Rotary.
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http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/12tAjmCVF6iqRKm32uFpYxbAuAW
https://blog.rotary.org/2018/05/22/dreaming-bigger-dreams-through-interact/
https://blog.rotary.org/author/rotaryinternational/

Ismael Nieto reads to children during one of his Interact club’s service projects.
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Nieto
Editor’s note: This is the fourth in a series of blog posts from the 2018 Youth

Leadership All-Stars, participants in Rotary’s programs for young leaders, in
celebration of Youth Service Month.
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By Ismael Cadeno Nieto, Interact Club of Manta, Ecuador
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When | was 10 years old, my parents became involved in Rotary. Since that moment, I've
assisted in club activities as the son of a Rotarian, and at first, | didn’t like it all that much.
But four years later, something changed, and it became one of my favorite hobbies. | was
inspired to take action through the needs | discovered in my community.
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| looked for an Interact club to join, but there wasn’t one in my city. The next year, |
received the opportunity to take part in a short-term Rotary Youth Exchange in Wisconsin,
USA. On that exchange, | visited an Interact club that motivated me to create one in my
own community. My youth exchange experience gave me a new and bigger perspective
that opened up a door of opportunity.
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I helped charter the Interact Club of Manta with the help of my mom, a Rotarian, and
friends, and became the charter president. We started many service projects to help our
community, my favorite being one that assisted children living in shelters after the 2016
earthquake. Also, | organized a PolioPlus fundraiser which raised $500.
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Representing Interact in my district, | have visited most of the Interact clubs in Ecuador,
motivating them toward greater service and engagement. | have also organized district
events with the objective of giving other teenagers the opportunity Rotary has given me.
All these Rotary service and leadership experiences have changed my life. I've had the
opportunity to meet people from different cultures and dream bigger dreams to make the
world a better place. Rotary is giving me the leadership tools to make these dreams come
true.
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https://www.rotary.org/en/get-involved/interact-clubs
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/youth-exchanges
https://www.endpolio.org/
https://www.endpolio.org/
https://www.endpolio.org/
https://www.endpolio.org/

Youth Exchange inspired CEO to create low-cost speech device

FrEQSEE T EF RSB ARI AT ELH R

As a Rotary Youth Exchange student in Ecuador seven years ago, Mary Elizabeth McCulloch
volunteered at an orphanage that was home to both adults and children with disabilities. She
noticed that those who had trouble speaking — mainly because of cerebral palsy — were seated
alone by the windows, and for the most part no one communicated with them. Today, at age 26,
McCulloch is founder and CEO of ProjectVive, a social enterprise company that has developed a
low-cost device called the Voz Box, which allows people who have difficulty speaking to express
themselves.
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Freedom of speech
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Rotary Youth Exchange inspired CEO to
create low-cost speech device
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As a Rotary Youth Exchange student in Ecuador seven years ago, Mary Elizabeth McCulloch
volunteered at an orphanage that was home to both adults and children with disabilities. She
noticed that those who had trouble speaking — mainly because of cerebral palsy — were
seated alone by the windows, and for the most part no one communicated with them.


http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/12tAjupEjVsVPbpBbEduuVXSPw9
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Today, at age 26, McCulloch is founder and CEO of ProjectVive, a social enterprise company
that has developed a low-cost device called the Voz Box, which allows people who have
difficulty speaking to express themselves. The product launches this year in the United States
and Ecuador.
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“We are empowering people with disabilities by giving them a voice,” says Mary Elizabeth
McCulloch.
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Q: What did your experience in the orphanage inspire you to do?
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A: After | returned to the United States and started at Penn State (graduating in 2016 with a
degree in biomedical engineering), | began working on a low-cost speech generation device
that would work in low-income and resource-constrained settings. | worked on it all through
college, on evenings and weekends. Along the way, people joined my team, ProjectVive, to
develop the Voz Box.
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Q: How does the technology work?

B L e H R o iE (T ?

A: Our technology is for people with low motor control, who can't tap a finger on an iPad or
keyboard. We have different interfaces: a glove that works when someone flexes a finger; a
watch that senses motion so the wearer can raise their arm to click; or glasses that detect
blinking. These work with an application called CoughDrop AAC, which has grids of letters,
words, and icons the user “points to” with the interface devices. Our devices can also control
other applications, so the user can go to YouTube or Facebook, chat with friends, or look for
jobs.
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https://www.projectvive.com/
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Q: Who will this technology help?
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A: Worldwide, there are 4.6 million people who can’t speak because of ALS or cerebral palsy.
Too many people think that if they can’t contribute, it's because they have nothing to
contribute. But these disabilities aren’t reflections of cognitive ability or potential. We are
empowering people with disabilities by giving them a voice and the ability to live out their life
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Q: What would the world look like if people with disabilities had a bigger role?
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A: There are a lot of big societal problems facing the world today, and this is an untapped
population of global problem solvers. Research shows that someone who has experienced
adversity is more apt to make decisions to help others, to have empathy and sympathy. They
are natural problem solvers.
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Q: When will the product be available?
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A: The launches are in May in the United States and in June in Ecuador. We won't be
exporting from the United States; we are helping local people make and maintain the devices,
and training users’ family members and caretakers to take care of them. And we’ll make sure
the devices are in the users’ indigenous language, as well as Spanish and English. We are
looking for our next pilot countries to launch ProjectVive and give more people with disabilities
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Connect with YEOs on Google Groups
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The YEOtalk chat group for Youth Exchange Officers around the world discussing topics related
to exchanges has moved from Yahoo to Google.
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Apply for membership in the new closed-forum Google Group to ask questions and share your
expertise and experience. And follow the open-forum YEOTalk Facebook page.
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Events & Resources
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NEWLY CERTIFIED

UPCOMING EVENTS
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EEMA Conference
Deauville, France
No new districts have been certified.
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ABIJ Conference
Araxa, Minas Gerais, Brazil
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http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/12tAjJZ5DzNVK3wHtXjDxJwtvmz
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/12tAjRLOioYqHuAfD6RI48iLQhM
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http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/12tAkf7YgStVzNKU4zvVDkDER3p
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14-16 March, 2019

NAYEN Conference

Denver, Colorado, USA
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31 May - 1 June, 2019

Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention
Hamburg, Germany
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1-5 June, 2019

Rotary International Convention
Hamburg, Germany
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Rotary Youth Exchange on
LinkedIn
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Rotary Code of Policies
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Youth Exchange Directory
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START AN EXCHANGE
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Let’s tell the world we are

GET STARTED TODAY!
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Youth Exchange is a source of news, resources, and event details for those who
promote global understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program

available every other month

Share this newsletter on Facebook.
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