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Youth Leadership All-Stars shine for Youth Service Month
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May is Rotary’s Youth Service Month! To celebrate we are sharing stories from our
2018 Youth Leadership All-Stars. Every week in May, read a new Youth Leadership
All-Star story about Youth Exchange, RYLA, Interact, or Rotaract on the Rotary
Voices blog.

I EFEBDF P EREY | A PRL T 2018 ER TV EAMITE ORE - FA
AR 0 EIRIR T o R BIRE RN VR - AT - B My 0 E L

T AN BERYLA)  ##° ERBB S KT RGBT S EAMATE 2 &
-

Want to get your club and district more involved with Youth Service Month?
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Share stories from the Rotary Voices Blog showcasing our Youth Leadership
All-Stars to inspire your members.
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clubs and districts at club meetings and on social media.
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Plan a service project with young leaders in your community and take action
together.
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READ ABOUT OUR FIRST ALL-STAR
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Paying it Forward through Rotaract
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Posted on May 2, 2018by Rotary International
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Members of the Rotaract Club of Pudu participate in a service project.
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Editor’s note: This is the first in a series of blog posts from the 2018 Youth
Leadership All-Stars, participants in Rotary’s programs for young leaders, in
celebration of Youth Service Month.
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By Shannon Chow, Rotaract Club of Pudu, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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| first joined Rotaract when | was studying at Taylor's University in Malaysia, and have
now been in my club for close to eight years. Rotaract is a great platform to learn,
practice, and exhibit leadership skills, and to be mentored by Rotarians and other
Rotaractors. In addition to the professional development | have experienced, | have built
so many friendships, including my best friend (now boyfriend) of seven years.
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Rotaract has opened up many doors in my life. Before | joined, | was very shy and
speaking to strangers was always a challenge for me. But during my years in Rotaract, |
had many opportunities to talk with Rotarians at conferences, speak with top-level
management about sponsoring club projects, and recently delivered a speech at our
installation dinner.
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| am blessed to have a group of extremely nice Rotarians and Rotaractors who guide
me, teach me how to lead, deal with conflicts, and serve my community. What | learn
from them, | apply in my daily life. The experience led me to become a dual member of
both Rotaract and Rotary, where | am seeking even greater opportunities in networking
and international exposure in the Rotary Family.
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Finding a purpose in life
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Many young leaders are seeking to find their passion and define their purpose in life. To
me, Rotary’s young leader programs recognize the importance of empowering young
people through professional development opportunities in Rotaract, Interact, Rotary
Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA), and Rotary Youth Exchange. These programs are a
platform in my local community for developing skills and giving back to our community.
Young leaders who unite together can do great and impactful projects. Together we can
inspire others to take action.
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| have a vision for seeing more young leaders helping peers develop their skills. In
Malaysia, we are currently facing a shortage of skills in the workforce. | hope through
Rotary and Rotaract we can enable youth to develop these skills through mentorship.
Toward this goal, | aim to run a professional development workshop this year as the
incoming President of my Rotaract Club.
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On a smaller scale, in my daily life, I'm on a mission to “Pay It Forward” and practice
random acts of kindness. Even one small action could brighten many lives. Just a week
ago, | used my credit card to buy a drink for a security guard on duty outside a building.
His smile was priceless. You see, it doesn'’t take a lot to make someone’s day a little bit
better.
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In Rotaract, we practice “fellowship through service.” I've gained so many friendships

both locally and international while doing good in my community. If you'd like the same,

get in touch with a Rotaract Club near you!
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Updates
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Register today for the Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention
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Join us in Toronto at the Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention, 22-23 June, to

discover the excitement, fun, and global community of Rotary Youth Exchange! Our
program features general sessions as well as interactive workshops to learn alongside


https://www.rotary.org/en/get-involved/rotaract-clubs

friends, exchange ideas, and make connections for future exchanges.
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Stay for Rotary International Convention to connect with even more Rotary leaders!
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Rotary's amazing capacity to bring people together
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"l felt an urge to go away and experience something new. | took part in a youth exchange
to Freeport, Bahamas, in District 6990 and it changed my life in so many ways | can’t
explain. It is still shaping many of my current decisions.”
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Read how Gabriel de Jesus Abade’s Rotary journey took him from Interact to Rotary
Youth Exchange to Rotex to Rotaract.
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READ MORE
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Rotary’s amazing capacity to bring people together
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Exchange students from District 6990 get together.
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By Gabriel de Jesus Abade, former Rotary Youth Exchange Student
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When | was 16, like most teenagers, | was focused on my own life. | hadn’t really thought
about joining a service club or dedicating myself to helping others. But that changed when a
high school friend began talking to me about Rotary, and its local and global actions. | was
captivated and wanted to learn more. So | took my first steps in Rotary as a member of the
Interact Club of Lauro de Freitas. Through the club, | was able to contribute in small ways to
changing my community for the better.
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https://www.facebook.com/interactlauro

Gabriel de Jesus Abade, right, reconnects with his exchange counselor, Richard Bates,
during the 2015 Rotary International Convention in Sdo Paulo.
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It was also there that | first came into contact with the Rotary Youth Exchange program
through exchange students who lived in my district. It aroused something inside of me, and |
felt an urge to also go away and experience something new. | took part in a youth exchange to
Freeport, Bahamas, in District 6990 and it changed my life in so many ways | can’'t explain. It
is still shaping many of my current decisions. A lot of what | do today is related to the change |
went through nine years ago. The exchange opened my eyes to a world bigger than my own
neighborhood, city, state, and country. And there was no turning back.
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| returned to Brazil with a sense of duty. Rotary impacted my life and | felt | needed to “pay it
back” somehow. My mom felt the same way. She even became a Rotarian. | became a
member of the Rotex in my district, a group of youth exchange alumni who assist new
inbound and outbound students during their exchange, from 2010-15. We hosted five
exchange students and received countless others for shorter stays. During carnival, which is a
huge event in my hometown of Salvador, exchange students staying in other cities in Brazil
would come to our home to experience carnival with Rotary supervisors.
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https://www.facebook.com/rotex4550/

A perfect picture of Rotex, special people, special moments, and lots of laughter.
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My sense of needing to give back also prompted me to become a Rotaract member. The club,
Salvator-Aratu, is a very active one, and we were able to impact our community in a rather
impressive way. Our projects included distributing food to the homeless, supplying hospitals
with mattresses, organizing medical clinics, and funding tutoring for public school students.
There | made some wonderful memories and friends, with whom | still keep in contact. | guess
that’s precisely how | feel about Rotary: it's a big international family. Among Rotarians, | feel
at ease, at home.
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In 2015, | decided to attend Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena in Germany to study the
European legal system. | participated in the local Rotaract club and met some fascinating
people. During my first meeting, | met a lovely girl named Julia, and we’ve been dating for
over 2 years now. That's precisely what amazes me about Rotary: this capacity of bringing
people together despite their historical or geographic backgrounds, overcoming cultural
barriers and creating this special art of global thinking/belonging.

2015 # » A AT AGEINED hd LRI F o BB A T mE EFIR o Nder T d
B g IR I AR M SRS - g R 5] e
ZoorFei dulias A 5N E TS E S o ips AEARKBE D ETOE S Tl A
Kp72RALEEIEFF A xra TR RRY R TR L A RR

I’'m currently in Brazil and preparing to defend my bachelor’s thesis. I'm not quite sure what is
yet to come once I've graduated. But one thing I'm sure of: whether in Brazil, Germany, or
elsewhere Rotary will always be a part of my life.
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Learn more about exchange opportunities through Rotary
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Unexpected lessons from my disaster relief experience
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"Over my summer break at the University of Newcastle, | decided to trade in the warmer
weather of Australia for an English winter. Why, you might ask, would | do such a thing?
Well the only way | can explain itis — | was presented with the opportunity of a lifetime.
During my New Generations Service Exchange at the headquarters of ShelterBox
International, |1 gained priceless insight and first-hand experience in disaster relief
management.”
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Read more about Yannis Comino's New Generations Service Exchange experience.
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READ MORE

Unexpected lessons from my disaster
relief experience
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Posted on April 10, 2018by Rotary International
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Yannis Comino with ShelterBox aid hlis.
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By Yannis Comino
Yannis Comino # #

Over my summer break at the University of Newcastle in New South Wales, | decided to trade
in the warmer weather of Australia for an English winter. Why, you might ask, would | do such
a thing? Well, the only way | can explain it is — | was presented with the opportunity of a
lifetime. During my New Generations Service Exchange at the headquarters of ShelterBox
International in Truro, Cornwall, | gained priceless insight and first-hand experience in

disaster relief management.
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Both my mother and father are members of the Rotary Club of Morisset, and their club’s
constant promotion of ShelterBox gave me the idea to seek the exchange. | am currently
working on a bachelor’s in Development Studies with the hope of pursuing a career in the aid
sector through either community development or disaster management, so | was thrilled when
my exchange was approved.
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As | walked through the doors of ShelterBox headquarters, | was greeted by a youthful,
vibrant, and enthusiastic team. | was impressed by their morning meetings, as they sit in front
of four large television screens analyzing the current deployments and tracking global news of
the day.
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Yannis stands next to the “Rotary Wall” of club banners at the ShelterBox Disaster Relief
Centre.
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My task was to dive through post-deployment reports to identify contacts. Reading through
these reports and generating a contact list the organization can use in future deployments, |
got a real taste for the work they do. | was able to work alongside, and gain a deeper
understanding of, the affiliates programme. This work was fascinating, but the greatest
experience was sitting in on meetings and working will fellow colleagues who share my
humanitarian virtues
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As | look back over my six-week immersion in disaster relief operations, and the logistical
conundrums that must be resolved for any successful aid deployment, | am more certain than
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ever of my desired career path.
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| truly believe this was the beginning of a lifetime of experiences. This kind of work will enable
me to merge my two passions: helping others and exploring new destinations and cultures.
My exchange has already led me to become more involved with the Morisset Rotary Club. |
shall be going to Tanzania later this year to help undertake a project to provide needed
equipment for a hospital in the city of Morogoro
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| extend a big thanks to the Rotary Club of Truro Boscawen, who hosted me for my six-week
exchange, and the Rotary club back home for kick-starting this adventure. But my biggest
thanks has to go to Jane and Andrew Parker who put up with a stranger staying in their house
for six weeks. It is a good thing | head back as the Australian summer draws to a close, as |
dare not get back into a swimsuit after eating all of Jane’s amazing food. This New
Generations Service Exchange has ignited my flame for humanitarian service, one | hope will
continue to burn brightly for many years to come.
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Learn more about New Generations Service Exchanges and read more about Rotary’s
partnership with ShelterBox
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Events & Resources
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NEWLY CERTIFIED DISTRICTS
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D3150 (part of India) is newly
certified.
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NONCERTIFIED DISTRICTS
AERER 23nd Annual Japan Youth

Exchange Conference
Chiba-City, Japan
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Youth Exchange Officers
Preconvention

Rotary International Convention
Toronto
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Youth Exchange is a source of news, resources, and event
details for those who promote global understanding through the

Rotary Youth Exchange program avallable evely other month.
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Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Share this newsletter on Facebook.
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© Rotary International
One Rotary Center,

-3698, USA

This message was intended for: debbieiclee@gmail.com
T+ SR 4 debbieclee@gmail.com
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