Youth Exchange
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Connecting students and communities around the world
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Where are your Youth Exchange alumni?
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2-8 October is Rotary Reconnect week! This annual event is an opportunity to
invite former youth exchange participants, and other program alumni to renew their
connection to Rotary. Host an alumni networking night, plan a service project to
take action together, or invite alumni of all ages to your next club meeting. When
you stay connected with alumni, you not only cultivate new membership
opportunities and network with proven leaders, you also help alumni discover new
ways to give back through Rotary.
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Reconnect Week is a way for former Rotary program participants and scholars like
Peace Fellows, Youth Exchange Students, Rotary Scholars, ex-Rotaractors, and
Interactors to reunite with the Rotary community. This is a week to see how Rotary
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alumni can find new ways to promote Rotary’s ideal of service!
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Rotary alumni, share your experience on how Rotary has impacted your life and
reconnect today! Contact a local Rotary club and find out what events they are
planning (o] join them at their next meeting.
https://my.rotary.org/en/search/club-finder
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Update your contact information or register your profile to receive invites to local
events
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Share your work with Rotary in Toronto
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Are you innovating Youth Exchange? Want to share your innovations with the Rotary world?
Organize a breakout session at the 2018 Rotary International Convention! Breakout sessions
inspire attendees and connect them with new ideas and other youth exchange leaders.
Encourage young leaders to lead their own breakout session — give them a chance to show off
their leadership and presentation skills! Submit your proposal online by Sunday, 1 October 2017. If
you have any questions please contact conventionbreakouts@rotary.org.
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Combining passions: Youth Exchange and software
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Al Kalter is a passionate believer in the Rotary Youth Exchange program. “I decided | needed to
combine my vocation with my avocation,” says Kalter, vice president and programmer analyst for


https://my.rotary.org/
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/11RuBA3OQ718WqcdKSP9UJlBN
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/11RuBWxWqmpDWeOePKLJHUuHW
mailto:conventionbreakouts@rotary.org
mailto:歡迎來信聯絡：conventionbreakouts@rotary.org
mailto:歡迎來信聯絡：conventionbreakouts@rotary.org
mailto:歡迎來信聯絡：conventionbreakouts@rotary.org
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/11RuCj240BO8W3qfUCIjv5DO5

APPX Software Inc. The result was the creation of a database management system that now
performs virtually all of the functions needed to manage the Youth Exchange program.
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Profile: Software, hard work
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Al Kalter, Rotary Club of Mandarin, Florida, USA
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Al Kalter is a passionate believer in the Rotary Youth Exchange
program. He was the Youth Exchange chairman for Rotary :
District 7150 in New York, and when he later relocated to Jacksonvnle FIorlda USA for a new
job, he started a program there.
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But as the paperwork started to stack up, “I decided | needed to combine my vocation with my
avocation,” says Kalter, vice president and programmer analyst for APPX Software Inc. The result
was the creation of a database management system that now performs virtually all of the functions
needed to manage the Youth Exchange program.

"EEFY Favp A R iz APPX Software Inc. & i3 Tz a1 fF o Kalter 27 ¢ T E 5
1 75 A RS R A - ‘}'E'g T %KL 3%k SLIL Aan Ju—rrg,:_ﬂ LE R HEt
FETZ - g o

“Our software significantly reduces the time that Youth Exchange volunteers need to spend on
clerical, technical, and organizational efforts,” Kalter says.
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The software makes it easier for Youth Exchange teams to access information, file required
reports with the U.S. State Department, check flight schedules, make host family changes, and
perform many other functions.
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The tool, known as Rotary YEAH! (Youth Exchange Administration Hub), caught the attention of
other districts and is supporting Youth Exchange programs in 132 districts. Kalter and APPX
donated the time for development of the system — by some estimates, a value of $250,000 to
$500,000.
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“It's been amazing to me to see how it's taken off,” he says. “It's a really big application, and
people are really happy about it.”

— Nikki Kallio
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- Nikki Kallio

* Read more stories from The Rotarian
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The benefits of a friendship exchange

Rotary Friendship Exchange is an international exchange program for Rotary members and
friends that allows participants to take turns hosting one another in their homes and clubs.
Exchanges offer unique chances for cultural immersion and interchange. Friendship Exchange
organizer Kam Chandan shares, “On a personal note, the experience showed me how
international Rotary really is. For other members of our exchange, it was a trip of a lifetime.”
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By Kamlesh (Kam) Chandan, assistant governor for District 7680 and a member of the Rotary
Club of Lake Norman/Huntersville, North Carolina, USA
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In February, | had the opportunity to lead our first outbound friendship exchange to my home
away from home — India. Rotary Friendship Exchange is an international exchange program
for Rotary members and friends that allows participants to take turns hosting one another in
their homes and clubs. Exchanges offer unique chances for cultural immersion and
interchange
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Rotary members in District 3201 (Tamil Nadu, India) invited members in District 7680 (North
Carolina, USA) to take part in our first outbound friendship. Last year, four Rotarians and their
spouses from Tamil Nadu visited Charlotte and stayed with families in North Carolina, ending
in a visit to our district conference.
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The team visits a dialysis unit.
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Our outbound team travelled to my wife’s
hometown - Coimbatore. My father-in-law
PratapGokuldas who inspired this exchange is a
past governor of District 3201. Mark Daniels of
the Charlotte Providence Rotary; Bill Burnham
of Meck South Rotary; Luther & Sandra Moore
and Patricia Shafer of Charlotte Rotary; Ineke
Wilson of Huntersville Happy Hour Rotary; and |
had an amazing time staying with local
Rotarians in their homes.
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From 10-19 February, we visited local businesses and attended a combined three club
meetings and exchanged banners. We also toured a jewelry factory, celebrated past governor
Luther’s 70th birthday, visited global grant projects like a hospital for burn victims, enjoyed a
boat tour on the Arabian Sea, saw a lot of elephants, and were treated like royalty by our
hosts in India. On our way from Coimbatore to Kochi, we stayed at Thrissur with local
Rotarian families. It was an incredible experience learning how Rotary works across
international boundaries.
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We visited three keys projects:
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1. Hope After Fire — which is assisting burn victims with treatment and after care. It was
interesting to learn about being a skin donor.
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2. Kidney Dialysis Center — which is offering dialysis treatment to poor and needy at 10
percent of the original cost. After the visit, District 7680 and the Rotary Club of Lake



Norman-Huntersville agreed to partner for a global grant.
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3. Vocational Training Centre outside of Coimbatore for young girls who are eager to have
additional technical training to improve their lives.
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We also attended a district conference, Utsav (festival), which was outstanding. We met
friends from Tasmania who were visiting, as well as youth exchange students from all over the
world, and enjoyed Indian dance and music. It felt like being part of a big festival. After the
conference; Ineke, Bill, and Patricia visited Jaipur, Udaipur, and Agra to see the Taj Mahal
while the rest of us returned to the U.S.
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Our team has presented a report on the experience to several clubs and now everyone wants
to go to India. It seems | may have to hire a charter plane.
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Thank you to all the friends, families and Rotarians from District 3201 who made this a
memorable experience. On a personal note, the experience showed me how international
Rotary really is. For other members of our exchange, it was a trip of a lifetime. Our group
developed a close bond with friends in India who we stay in touch with through group chat on
WhatsApp. This friendship exchange allowed me to show other club members my home
country and demonstrate that Rotary indeed is a wonderful service organization with people of
action
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President lan Riseley is encouraging districts during 2017-18 to participate in group cultural
exchanges that incorporate non-Rotarian young professionals. These exchanges emphasize
cultural immersion, foster greater awareness, develop intercultural understanding, deepen
connections, and create a broader global mindset. Get more information about Rotary
Friendship Exchanges
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Mark your calendars for World Polio Day
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Celebrate World Polio Day on 24 October by hosting an event wi
community! Go to endpolio.org/worldpolioday to get started. Register
resources to help you plan, promote and execute it, like sample presssré
graphics, and invite templates. And remember to share pictures of you
using #endpolio.
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District 4060 (Dominican Republic) and

District 4250 (Gautemala only) have met

certification requirements for

outbound-only exchanges; they can

send, but not host, exchange

participants. View our complete listing

of noncertified districts.
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Rotary Youth Exchange on LinkedIn
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Rotary Code of Policies
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Youth Exchange Directory
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START AN EXCHANGE
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Youth Exchange is a source of news, resources, and event details for
those who promote global understanding through the Rotary Youth
Exchange program available every other month.
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Send guestions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Share this newsletter on Facebook.
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One Rotary Center, 1560 Sherman Ave., Evanston, IL 60201-3698,
USA



http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/11RuGERx1Ay8TQMsR43f1foZP
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/11RuHnPMc5l8Tu0v0NWoBBHc7
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/11RuHKjTMkJDTiCw5FSYoMQig
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/11RuI6O1mA88T7exaxPybXZop
mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org
mailto:歡迎來信youthexchange@rotary.org
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/o/12kFryDy4K0gYHHD?u=%24AMF_PERMALINK%24

	Profile: Software, hard work
	個人特質：軟體、努力工作

