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Connecting students to communities around the world!
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Rotary Youth Exchange gives thousands of students the opportunity to immerse themselves in a
new culture and way of life, becoming living embodiments of peace and understanding. These
exchanges would not be possible without the dedication and leadership of Rotarians like you!
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As district chair, you are responsible for coordinating and promoting Youth Exchange activities
within your district. This includes operating Youth Exchange in accordance with Rotary
International certification requirements and local laws as well as communicating regularly with
RI, your district governor, and your clubs. To help you in your role, read about the tools and
program updates below and share them with those involved in Youth Exchange in your area.
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Program Resources 3+ & § &

Join the workgroup!
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The Youth Exchange workgroup offers access to the latest Youth Exchange-related documents
whenever you need them. There, you can download the most up-to-date directory, the most
current list of non-certified districts, Youth exchange publications, past annual reports, and
incident report or early return report forms.
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To access the workgroup, sign in to My Rotary and click on the ‘Rotary Workgroups’ link on your
profile page. If you have any difficulty, please follow our visual guide (in English only) or email
youthexchange@rotary org.
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Youth Protection Resources

We are pleased to provide you with resources that will help you and other Rotarians in your
community administer the program and provide for the safety and well-being of program
participants:
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e Rotary’s Youth Protection Guide
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e Rotary’s revised youth protection policies
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e Protecting Youth Program Participants (new online course): Learn to apply and


http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BmI5CqD4nlaWbP7CnRTd1vsD
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BmXF3Khpng33i7qIwUGLCbj3
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112Bn5rMp6zSdu6QgAgBr5xUweg
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112Bndev3VKnaVaopJOFXukcR9t
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112Bnl1dIKUS8mdWyTmKtT6vc4G
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BnsNWnA5n5NhuI2UP0hSNwZT
mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org
mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BnAAF2pfS3el2RcsTwGF5RV6
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BnInnHeqn0FoB0m0Y35rocQj

address youth protection policies in clubs or districts. You can access the course
by visiting the Learning Center on My Rotary.
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Should you ever have any questions regarding youth protection, please contact
youthprotection@rotary.org.

deif Eie g B b # 2 BT 5% 48 youthprotection@rotary.org B B

Program guides and reference
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e Youth Exchange Handbook
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e Lead Your District: Committees
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e Youth Exchange resources on Rotary.org

Rotary.org ihg > & 2 3 F iR

Promotional materials

Now in the Brand Center, you can create and print customizable promotional cards and posters
to promote and showcase the great works of your district’s Youth Exchange Program. Create
yours now! Or purchase materials from Shop Rotary or from one of Rotary’s licensed vendors
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Student Post-Exchange Survey
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YEOs administer this survey to gather valuable information about students’ exchange
experiences and it can be used to analyze your program’s strengths and challenges. If your
district is interested in utilizing this survey, please send the link www.YouthExchangeSurvey.info

to your students. They can choose their language and results are not made public; they are
shared only with the district.

PUELBARGAR L FREATDE RS RN L] P TR
:F"&T}—'? * ”\/\Av\‘)ﬁ"g‘ Vit E R T PR o ‘ﬁf"g‘ % 7 B LEF LIEAG '1‘3‘5‘—"‘ Zi e B

SFLEF R HEHE 2 D www. YouthExchangeSurvey.info o £ 4 ¥ 12 g mma‘%ﬁﬁ? SR 4
BRI OE S EUNE FA LT o

i

‘3\


http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BnQa6m3ARY6s99vz2zudGxLw
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BnXWP0SLmVxvHiF775SZYSGJ
mailto:youthprotection@rotary.org
mailto:youthprotection@rotary.org
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112Bo5JxFHVRSYzfrOFbChMhdBW
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BoliYZmgRNQGlK7LkF5kRTsm
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112Bot5HEbrmLhJTThjpbu7aenz
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BoASqj0BRIINs2qRtHSTsziM
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BoASqj0BRIINs2qRtHSTsziM
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BoASqj0BRIINs2qRtHSTsziM
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BoIF8XPMmG9R0bApyehFKUdZ
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BoQrRCEWRDAUykJXCKGs3f9c
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BoYeAhu7mB1Y6tTvHh5elA4p
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BoYeAhu7mB1Y6tTvHh5elA4p
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Rotary alumni resources
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Engage Youth Exchange alumni — often known as Rotex — in the life of the district and keep
them involved with Rotary. Youth Exchange alumni will be part of the family of Rotary for the rest
of their lives. Rotarians that work with these alumni should create local opportunities for alumni
to continue to be a part of Rotary after their exchanges end. Encourage participants to register
for an account on My Rotary upon completion of their exchanges. They can create their own
profiles, connect with fellow alumni of Youth Exchange as well as alumni from other programs,
and find out how to get involved in other Rotary programs. It's a great way for alumni to join to
our online community, indicate their program participation, and stay connected to Rotary’s global
network. They can also join the official Rotary Youth Exchange alumni LinkedIn group to stay
connected with fellow alumni.
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Does your district have a Rotex group? Invite them to join an official Rotary alumni

association — or to charter their own by contacting their district alumni chair! Alumni can also
join more than 60 Rotary Fellowships to enjoy their favorite professional or recreational activities.
Find out more about alumni associations and other opportunities to engage ROTEX on Rotary’s
alumni page or email alumni@rotary.org.
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District Youth Exchange Chairs can download a report from My Rotary that shows Youth
Exchange alumni that are associated with your district. Alumni that have created a My Rotary
profile will appear on this report. Work with your District Alumni Chair and other district leaders to
identify alumni and involve them in your district’s service and fellowship opportunities.


http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112Bp61iWjhRyt1ED33LNu0DUZC
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BpdO1B8smvU5cMcBQjSMWfUP
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BplAKfXCRtl8KVm9UQhzeAQ2
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BptnsUMNmqMcj4vHZmGlwVLf
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BptnsUMNmqMcj4vHZmGlwVLf
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BptnsUMNmqMcj4vHZmGlwVLf
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BpIWUer8mlEjpmOO8ptU7BBF
mailto:alumni@rotary.org
mailto:alumni@rotary.org
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BpQJCTgiRj5mXvYmcVSGpWwS
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Use District Grants to support Youth Exchange
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Use district grants to support Rotary’s youth programs, including Rotary Youth Exchange.
District grants can be used to fund scholarships for individual exchanges or activities and events
for groups of Youth Exchange students; however, funds cannot be used to fund lineal
descendants of Rotarians. Talk to your leadership team about how district funds can advance
Rotary’s programs for young leaders, support youth-led service projects, and connect young
people to new Rotary opportunities.
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New Generations Service Exchange
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New Generations Service Exchange offers young adults the opportunity to realize their strengths
while helping others around the world. New Generations Service Exchange activity is under the
oversight of district Youth Service committees and is not subject to Youth Exchange certification
requirements, though some district’'s Youth Exchange committees also support these
exchanges.
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The program’s flexibility allows districts to develop highly customized experiences that meet the
needs of young adults up to the age of 30, and can be for individuals or groups, one-way or
reciprocal exchanges, and last up to six months. Join the Rotarian-led New Generations
Service Exchange discussion group and visit their website to find sample materials and build
partnerships with districts worldwide. Encourage your governor to appoint a district New
Generations Service Exchange contact through My Rotary. Questions? Email
newgenerations@rotary.org.
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http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BpYwly5tmgwqvF7UhshsIhs5
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112Bq6j4cUDRdXu3OhslYGf0Cni
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112Bq6j4cUDRdXu3OhslYGf0Cni
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112Bq6j4cUDRdXu3OhslYGf0Cni
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112Bqe5MRJOmboxBXr0qv51iXiv
mailto:newgenerations@rotary.org
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Youth Exchange Certification # > # 2 #3%

We greatly appreciate the time and resources that districts invest in maintaining their certification
status, and we are committed to providing service and support to you. Currently there are more
than 490 districts certified to participate in the Rotary Youth Exchange program in over 110
countries and geographical areas!
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Regularly confirm district certification
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Check the certification status of your district and of your partner districts regularly. It is your
district’s responsibility to ensure that no exchanges are planned or administered with
non-certified districts. Unauthorized exchanges can jeopardize your entire district’s certification.
You can find district certification information by visiting the Youth Exchange workgroup.
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If a district with which you’ve planned an exchange loses certification, email
youthexchange@rotary.org. We'll work with you to discuss your options so as not to penalize the
students involved.
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Serious student incidents and early returns
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Rotary policy requires that all serious student incidents be reported to Rl within 72 hours of the
time that a district officer learns of the incident. This includes student early returns, serious


mailto:newgenerations@rotary.org
mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org
mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org

accidents, hospitalizations, legal troubles, and all allegations of sexual abuse or harassment
involving any students or program volunteers. We understand that you may not know all the
details involved with the situation within 72 hours, but reporting this information early is critical to
ensuring student safety and allowing our staff to assist you to maintain your district’s
certification. Visit the workgroup to access forms that can assist you in reporting a serious
incident or email youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Inbound student data

Your district must submit data for all inbound students (long- and short-term) prior to or shortly
after students’ arrival, and each time their host families change. If you have any questions
about what information to send, email youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Networking Opportunities -2 % ¢

Discussion groups
RI offers several ways to help keep you connected with other YEOs from around the world:
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e Signin to My Rotary and join one of the many discussion groups about Youth
Exchange
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o Join the official Rotary Youth Exchange alumni LinkedIn group
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There are also YEO-created and administered message groups available to assist Rotarians:
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e YEOTalk —a North American message group administered by the North American
Youth Exchange Network (NAYEN)
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e YEOTalkBR — a Brazilian message group administered by Brazilian Rotarians


mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org
mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org
mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org
mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BqlSvwyYR8PBa6Ayv1tNBidI
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BqtFebo9m6gEIfK6zxSzTD8V
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BqtFebo9m6gEIfK6zxSzTD8V
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BqBrWQdjR3HIgoTEE4hmbY48
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BqBrWQdjR3HIgoTEE4hmbY48
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BqJeFv2um18LOy3cIAG8uiZl
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Upcoming Events
Note: This list is informational only and does not constitute an endorsement of any event. Please
contact event organizers for details.
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Associacgao Brasileira do IntercAmbio Rotario (ABIJ)
Sao Luis, Brazil

26-28 October
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North American Youth Exchange Network (NAYEN) 19th Annual Conference
Omaha, NE, USA

14-17 March 2018
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2018 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention
Toronto

From Friday to Saturday, 22-23 June
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2018 Rotary International Convention
Toronto

23-27 June
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Contact Us £2 5% i 53 8%

The staff at Rl is here to serve as a resource to you throughout the year. If you have any


http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BqJeFv2um18LOy3cIAG8uiZl
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BqR1o9REQYzPmHcKN74UMDUy
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/92908855:72xomvb1N:m:1:994903981:74D45E06A934262A0A2B89C4A24D5E06:r
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112Br6APtvZQTrWsZvQW9StnjKY
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112Breny8lalQT018Fp0GhfFEGb
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/112BrmagNakQOk3zhOX5cG1XZBo

guestions, comments, or concerns, email us at youthexchange@rotary.org or call
+1-847-866-3421.
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Sincerely,
The Youth Exchange Team
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cc: 2017-18 Youth Exchange Committee
2017-18 Multidistrict Youth Exchange Chairs

2017-18 Regional Youth Exchange Group Leaders
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ONE ROTARY CENTER

1560 SHERMAN AVENUE

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201-3698 USA
ROTARY.ORG
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