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Tanzania outbound exchange made possible through Peace Corps
Alumni
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Rotarian and Peace Corps alumna, Vicki Dilley, works with a nonprofit in Tanzania, also
founded by a Peace Corps alum to increase educational reach. Combining Dilley's work in
Tanzania and her involvement in North Star Youth Exchange (districts 5950 and 5960), she
was able to initiate an outbound only exchange for Tanzania student Wanzita Ally to travel to
Minnesota, USA.
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The connection between Peace Corps and Rotary comes quite naturally. "For my husband
and me," she says, "it always felt like Rotary was an extension of what we wanted to do in
Peace Corps." This collaboration is one reason the two organizations formalized their
relationship in 2014. Learn more about how Dilley leveraged her connections to create an

unforgettable exchange for Wanzita.


http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/11oELravp1CzT4gcJ7kAaVVuo
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650 students broaden horizons through Rotary exchange program
By Frank Bures
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Growing up in a village near the shores of Lake Victoria in Tanzania, Wanzita Ally never
seriously thought about getting on a plane and flying to America.
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Her father had died when she was young, and she lived with her mother and
grandmother, who were poor farmers.
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The family depended on what they grew in their fields to eat.
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But Wanzita loved school, and she did well. She was chosen as a class leader by her fellow

students, and her teachers noted that she showed “good effort, behavior, and attendance,”

despite going long periods without eating. She was determined not to let her family’s

situation interfere with her education.
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In her senior class photo, Wanzita Ally’s jacket features a wide array of buttons and pins
and a Rotary patch on the pocket;
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Two decades earlier, in the early 1990s, a Peace Corps volunteer named Brian Singer was
teaching mathematics at a high school near Wanzita’s village when he got to know four
siblings whose parents had died.
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After Singer returned home to Minnesota, he talked to family and friends about helping
those students with their school fees. The response was so great that he sponsored
additional kids, and Project Zawadi was born. To date, the nonprofit has sponsored some
650 students.
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A few years ago, Project Zawadi began expanding its mission to help schools increase
their educational reach, building classrooms and housing for teachers; installing toilets
and computer labs; and setting up a vocational training center. One of the projects
provided beds for a dormitory at Makongoro Secondary School, where Wanzita was a
student. Wanzita herself received a school fee scholarship
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Project Zawadi's local partner organization, Zinduka, contacted the nearby Rotary Club of
Musoma (Zinduka’s director, Max Madoro, later joined that club) to help with the
Makongoro project. But the collaboration with Rotary didn’t begin in earnest until Vicki
Dilley, a Rotarian in Northfield, Minn., who is also a returned Peace Corps volunteer,
came on board as director.
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Dilley is also deeply involved in the North Star Youth Exchange, which is run by districts
5950 and 5960 (Minnesota and Wisconsin). One of the most active in the United States, it
sends 60 to 68 students abroad each year and hosts students from other countries as well.
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Last year, because of Dilley’s connection, North Star decided to see about finding a
student in Tanzania for a one-way exchange. Singer and Madoro looked through their files
and decided that Wanzita had the qualities that would help her adapt in America, even
though she had never been far from home
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https://projectzawadi.org/
http://www.zinduka-afrika.org/
http://www.zinduka-afrika.org/
http://www.zinduka-afrika.org/
http://northstaryouthexchange.com/
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Project Zawadi set up a vocational training center and furnished a dormitory at
Makongoro Secondary School.
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This kind of collaboration between Rotarians and former Peace Corps volunteers is one
reason the two organizations formalized their relationship in 2014. Both groups share
goals of promoting better international understanding, enhancing global awareness, and
empowering communities to create lasting improvements in education, economic
development, health, and more. “It’s a really natural collaboration,” says Singer. “It
connects concerned and caring people - Rotarians - with people who have a specific
connection to a village or a group of people.”
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Dilley sees it the same way. “For my husband and me,” she says, “it always felt like
Rotary was an extension of what we wanted to do in the Peace Corps.”
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But Wanzita couldn’t embark on her journey without a passport. To get one, she needed a
birth certificate. In order to get a birth certificate, her mother needed a birth certificate. So,



accompanied by Madoro, Wanzita and her mother flew to Dar es Salaam, where they
spent several weeks obtaining the necessary papers and stamps for her journey across the
world
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Wanzita has embraced her experience - although when she got to Minnesota in the fall of
2016, she couldn’t see how anyone found their home, because to her, they all looked the
same. “I couldn’t believe how many cars there were, and the way the roads were built
over each other, and the buildings - how nicely they were built.”
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But over time, the strange new things seemed less strange.
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At her high school, where she spent her senior year, she joined the cross-country team and
signed up for an ambitious load of classes, including child psychology, accounting, and
biology.
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“Now,” she says, “I am used to everything - except cheese.”
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She has come to like American foods such as burgers, spaghetti, and, despite the cheese,
pizza, but she still cooks ugali, a stiff maize porridge, from time to time. She sends photos
and messages to her friends and family in Tanzania on her new smartphone. To see them,
her mother goes to Wanzita’s old school, where a teacher pulls up the photos of her
daughter’s life in America.
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Where that life will lead next, Wanzita isn’t sure. She wants to continue her schooling in

Tanzania. She had thought about becoming a nurse, but now that she has been out in the

world, she is imagining other paths.
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“When I told Brian [Singer] I wanted to be a nurse,” she says, “he asked me, “‘Why not a
doctor?” So maybe I will become a doctor!”
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World-class leaders inspire in Atlanta Convention
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From the Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention, to the Presidential Peace
Conference and the Rotary International Convention, opportunities to learn
from experts and build new and friendships abounded in Atlanta. Over

thirty thousand Rotarians, Rotaractors, Interactors, Youth Exchange

students, alumni and leaders gathered together at Rotary's biggest event of the
year. Check out the highlights:
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Champions of Youth Exchange program shared
to build successful programs around the world

at Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention.
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inspired the world to join the final push to end polio.
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Find inspiration around every corner in Toronto--register now for the 2018

Rotary International Convention.
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Alumni Spotlight
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Youth Exchange almnus works for peace with Dalai Lama, Tutu
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Brian Rusch has worked with two of the most influential men of the
last 100 years: first the Dalai Lama, and today, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu. A Rotary Youth Exchange alumnus, Rusch started
his professional life in the world of fashion media, but he was
inspired to make a career change by his late grandfather, a
Rotarian.
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Youth Exchange alumnus works for
peace with Dalai Lama, Tutu
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Brian Rusch has worked with two of the most influential men of the
last 100 years: first the Dalai Lama and, today, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu. “I've been inspired by working with them, and I
know we can do so much more to reach a new generation with
their teachings,” says Rusch, who in June 2015 became executive
director of the Desmond Tutu Peace Foundation. A Rotary Youth
Exchange alumnus, Rusch started his professional life in the world
of fashion media, but he was inspired to make a career change by
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his late grandfather, a Rotarian.
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Brian Rusch has worked with the Dalai Lama Archbishop
Desmond Tutu.
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[lustration by Monica Garwood
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Q: What do you enjoy most about your work with the archbishop’s
foundation?
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A: The peace work is something I love. But what I excel at is
highlighting the work of these icons. It's amazing to me how many
students on college campuses don’t know who Desmond Tutu is.
He and the Dalai Lama have fought very hard for peace and justice,
and I want people to understand the struggles they had and the
causes they fought for. I want people to know that there’s a lot of
hope in healing and reconciliation.
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Q: How did your Rotary Youth Exchange experience (in Recife,

Brazil, in 1988-89) influence your life?
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A: The town I grew up in, Grand Lake, Colo., had only 300 people -
a beautiful place but very rural. Going to a city of millions really
expanded my worldview. To be exposed to poverty and wealth on
a level I'd never experienced before opened my eyes. I tell all my
friends with kids that they have to do a Rotary Youth Exchange.
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Q: You went from the fashion world to promoting world peace.
What led to that career change?
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A: My grandfather Warren J. Ramler, a Rotarian, was very sick, and
I went to be with him. After he passed, I thought about the life he
lived and realized I wanted to refocus my efforts to use my powers
for good. I became communications director at a nonprofit, Project
Happiness, and through that I was a volunteer adviser on social
media for the Dalai Lama Foundation. I left Project Happiness and
became deputy director of the foundation. Through that I met
Archbishop Tutu, and when they received a grant to hire an
executive director, I applied.
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Q: What do you do at the Desmond Tutu Peace Foundation?
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A: 1 oversee all aspects of what we do, from fundraising to
programming to operations and staffing. Our purpose is to inspire
young people to become change-makers based on the life and
activism of the archbishop. We primarily do that through a
program called Peace3, which teaches young people how to
develop inner peace and spread that to friends, family, and
community.
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Q: What have you learned from working with Desmond Tutu?
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A: Throughout South Africa’s recent history, he held on to hope
and continued to inspire others to have hope. For me, that's really
important both personally and professionally. The other thing I've
learned is that peace is not a passive thing. He didn’t just lie down;
he fought for peace.
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- Anne Stein



Inspired by exchange to join Arch Klumph Society
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"Rotary has changed the lives of many of us by making us better
people —more compassionate and understanding — while giving us
the opportunity to meet people from diverse segments of society."
SaifQureishi, Youth Exchange alum and Rotarian, shares his
background and why he gives to the Rotary Foundation.
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From Interact to Youth Exchange to Arch
Klumph Society
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Mumbai man gives back after
'transormational' Rotary experience
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SaifQureishi began his association with Rotary nearly four decades

ago when he was president of his school’s Interact club in Mumbai.
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Two years later, he spent a year in the United States as a Rotary
Youth Exchange student.
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Three years ago, he and his wife, Rauzat, were inducted into the
Arch Klumph Society, a distinction reserved for those whose
lifetime contributions to The Rotary Foundation total $250,000 or
more.
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Qureishi is the founding CEO of Mumbai-based KRYFS Power
Components Ltd., and founder and trustee of KRYFS Charitable
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Trust. Rauzat is an acupuncturist.
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SaifQureishi started in Rotary more than 40 years ago as an
Interactor. He and his wife, Rauzat, were recently inducted into the
Arch Klumph Society.
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With the Foundation Trustees hoping to enroll 100 new AKS
members in 2017 in recognition of the Foundation’s centennial,
Qureishi seems an ideal person to speak about the satisfaction that
comes with giving.
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Q: In 1981, you came to the U.S. as part of the Rotary Youth
Exchange. What impact did that experience have on your life?
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A: Being on a long-term exchange program at the age of 17 was
nothing short of transformational for me. I went from Bombay (as it
was called then), a city of almost 12 million, to a small town called
Towanda in Pennsylvania. I wanted to run back home. Fortunately,
my father asked me to hang in there for a month and then decide. I
not only hung in there, but I flourished in school and socially. By
the time I returned to India in 1982, I had transformed from a shy,
introverted teenager into a confident young adult.
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Q: Could you talk about what giving has meant for you?
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A: 1 give not just because I want to help another or do good, which
are noble reasons. I give because it energizes my life. We're all
conditioned to look at most things in life from the perspective of
“What's in it for me?” When you realize that your reason for giving
is also for yourself, it becomes second nature.
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I give not just because I want to help another or do good, which are
noble reasons. I give because it energizes my life.
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SaifQureishi

CEO of Mumbai-based KRYFS Power Components Ltd., Arch
Klumph Society inductee
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Q: What are some of the projects that your contributions have
funded?
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A: We funded a center for children who have no hearing or sight, in
partnership with an international NGO called Sense International.
We bought a bus and provide educational equipment for a school
for the physically challenged outside Mumbai. We modernized an
eye hospital for the economically disadvantaged. We raised funds
for about 120 pediatric heart surgeries, saving the lives of infants
and children with a congenital birth defect.
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Q: What do you say when you are trying to persuade someone to
join Rotary?
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A: Rotary has changed the lives of many of us by making us better
people - more compassionate and understanding - while giving us
the opportunity to meet people from diverse segments of society. It
has also changed the lives of those we have touched with our
projects. I have many friends outside of Rotary, but the friends I
have in Rotary all share a common goal: to do good in the world.
That is a very powerful binder.
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Q: Any advice you would like to share with Rotarians?
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A: Make giving a habit. Start small, like I did, but do it regularly.
Inculcate the habit of giving in your children so they experience the



power of giving. Our two daughters are far less materialistic than

my wife or me, and I am really happy about that.
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News & Resources
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- Paul Engleman

NEWLY CERTIFIED
DISTRICTS

BATIRES T

Two districts were recently certified.
District 3012 (India) and District 4465
(Peru) can now both host and send
exchange participants.
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View our complete listing of
noncertified districts.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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25-27 August

2017 Rotary Youth Exchange Australia's
Chair's Conference (RYEA)

Mantra Pandamas, Darwin, Australia
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26-28 October

Associacao Brasileira do Intercambio Rotario
(ABI))

Sao Luis, Maranhao, Brazil
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http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/11oEOHxBFgb4RpMmqWPMjyfnH
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/11oEP41JfvzzReonvOMm6JotQ
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Youth Exchange Directory
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Youth Exchange is a source of news, resources, and event details for those who
promote global understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program

available every other month.

Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
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