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Youth Leadership All-Stars shine for Youth Service Month
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May is Rotary’s Youth Service Month! We are celebrating the accomplishments of Rotary’s programs
for young leaders by showcasing real-life stories of Youth Leadership All-Stars! Every Tuesday during
the month of May, discover a new Youth Leadership All-Star story about Interact, RYLA, Rotaract, or
Youth Exchange on the Rotary Voices blog.
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Our first Youth Leadership All-Star is Rebecca Weragoda from the Rotaract Club of Sydney, Australia.
She shares: “I continue to be inspired by the chance to truly and meaningfully impact the world. But
my most significant aspiration for Rotaract and Rotary is to highlight the ways we can continue

working together, at all levels, to create an environment of meaningful collaboration.” Read more about
All-Star, Rebecca.
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Science camp changed my life
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Trekking in remote Western Australia as a leadership development opportunity.
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Editor’s note: This is part of a series of blog posts from Youth Leadership All-Stars,
participants in Rotary’s programs for young leaders, in celebration of Youth Service Month.
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By Rebecca Weragoda, Rotaract Club of Sydney, Australia
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Twelve years ago, I made a seemingly small decision to apply for a Rotary Australia
supported “science camp.” Like so many of my peers in Rotaract, this decision changed the
course of my life personally, professionally, and socially.
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From attending the National Youth Science Forum to today, I've been afforded many
opportunities through Rotary, just some of the highlights include:
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» travelling to South Africa for National Youth Science Week
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» trekking in the desert in remote Western Australia as a leadership development
opportunity
LG R NE R R TR T 0 S S B BAR RS 28 g


https://blog.rotary.org/2017/05/02/science-camp-changed-my-life/
https://blog.rotary.org/author/rotaryinternational/

= attending my local Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA)
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» serving as a RYLA Leader and RYLA Director
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= leadership roles including Rotaract Club Professional Development Director, President
and District Rotaract Representative
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* attending international RYLA in Sydney
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* the Young Leaders Summit in South Korea.
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These are just the tip of the iceberg and don’t even begin to capture the abundance of
leadership opportunities I've had within Rotaract, culminating with my current position as the
Chair of Rotaract Australia. My experience in Rotaract led me to transition from a technical
science-based role to work in the Corporate Social Responsibility sector of a multi-national
company —an area I didn’t even consider when I left school!
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I love how my Rotary and work worlds continually collide. For example, this past March
when listening to a Rotarian address the Rotaract Club of Sydney City about the Rotary
Oceania Medical Aid for Children (ROMAC), I learned that, sure enough, the orthopedic
implants their patients use are donated by my company.
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Weragoda and a friend at a Rotaract event.
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I continue to be inspired by the chance to truly and meaningfully impact the world. But my
most significant aspiration for Rotaract and Rotary is to highlight the ways we can continue
working together, at all levels, to create an environment of meaningful collaboration.
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Both groups have so much to contribute. Rotarians bring a wealth of knowledge and
experience to the table as well as the resources that go with them. Rotaractors bring energy,
innovative ideas, and an intuitive understanding of how to best engage in today’s increasingly
online world. By working together on projects we increase the likelihood of Rotaractors
transitioning their membership and becoming dual Rotarian-Rotaractors or becoming a Rotary
member in the future.
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I look forward to continuing to be an ambassador for Rotary and Rotaract and being part of
the positive change Rotary has on communities locally and globally.
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Learn more ways Rotaractors can collaborate with Rotarians in our new club flexibility.
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What'’s happening
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Stay connected with Rotary after your exchange
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Are you thinking of ways to stay connected to Rotary Youth
Exchange? Did you know that ROTEX is a group of former Rotary &
Youth Exchange students who mentor inbound and outbound ¥

students and share their advice about exchange? Reach out tof§

in or start a ROTEX group in your area. Let us know your plans for the upcoming year
and where you live, so we can connect you with your district alumni chair.
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Celebrate with us in Atlanta
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Join the thousands of Rotarians who have already registered for the

biggest event of the Rotary year, the 2017 Rotary Convention in /\ (‘@

Atlanta! There’s still time to register. You won’t want to miss the 1\ 8 WA
unforgettable Host Events, from barbecue and bluegrass to dinner at ATLANTA 2017
the World of Coca-Cola or the College Football Hall of Fame. Connect

with old friends and make new ones, and be a part of the best Rotary has to offer.
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News and updates
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District 3181 (INDIA- part of Karntaka) has met certification requirements for
outbound-only exchanges; they can send, but not host, exchange participants.
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Rotary Club of Kemerovo in non-districted Eastern Russia and Siberia has met
certification requirements for outbound-only exchanges; they can send, but not host,
exchange participants.
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View our complete listing of noncertified districts.
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Do you have a Rotary Youth Exchange story?
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If you have a story from your year abroad, if your experience as a member of a host family
changed your life, if you met new friends and professional connections through your
alumni association, tell us about it! Send your story to youthexchange@rotary.org. It could
be featured in this newsletter or on the Rotary Voices blog.
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CELEBRATE THE ROTARY FOUNDATION CENTENNIAL
WITH #100ACTSOFGOOD
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To mark the Rotary Foundation centennial, we're
encouraging members everywhere to do 100 acts of good
throughout the year. Let others know by posting photos of

yourself on social media, along with a brief description of

the act, using #100actsofgood.

ATTEND PRESIDENTIAL PEACE CONFERENCE IN
ATLANTA
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Join us 9-10 June for the Presidential Peace Conference at the Georgia World
Congress Center. We'll celebrate our work on the underlying causes of conflict and
our successes in making peace a priority, while also looking ahead to opportunities
to continue our commitment.
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Upcoming events
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Note: This list is informational only and does not constitute an endorsement of any event. Please

contact event organizers for details.
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22nd Annual Japan Youth Exchange Conference

Yonago, Japan

13-14 May
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2017 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention
Atlanta, Georgia, USA
7-10 June

Welcome reception, 7 June

General sessions and workshops, 8-10 June

Youth Exchange Officers banquet (separate Rotary-ticketed event), 9 June
Presidential Peace Conference (included for Preconvention registrants), 9-10 June
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2017 Rotary International Convention
Atlanta, Georgia, USA

10-14 June
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2017 Rotary International Convention Interfaith Program
Sign up as a youth volunteer

Atlanta, Georgia, USA

11 June
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2017 Rotary Youth Exchange Australia Chair’s Conference (RYEA)
Mantra Pandamas, Darwin, Australia

25-27 August 2017
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Europe- Eastern Mediterranean-Africa (EEMA) Youth Exchange Conference

Warsaw, Poland

8-10 September
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Associacdo Brasileira do IntercAimbio Rotario (ABI])

Sdo Luis, Maranhdo, Brazil

26-28 October
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Do you know of an event we should add to this list? Email us at
youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Resources & reference
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Rotary Youth Exchange on LinkedIn
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Rotary Service Connections blog
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Rotary Code of Policies
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Youth Exchange Directory(district and multidistrict Youth Exchange chairs can access by
signing in to Rotary.org)
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Youth Exchange is a source of news, resources, and event details for those who promote
global understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program available every other

month.
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Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
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