Rotary

March 2017

To:

2017-18 District 3461 and 3462 Governors

2017-18 District 3461 and 3462 Youth Exchange Chairs
2016-17 District 3460 Governor

2016-17 District 3460 Youth Exchange Chair

Rotary Youth Exchange Multidistrict Taiwan (RYEMT) Chair

Dear District Leaders:

Greetings from Evanston. In looking forward to the next Rotary year and anticipating the
changes that you will encounter from redistricting, we wanted to offer some guidance
concerning your district’s Youth Exchange certification status. Youth Exchange certification
supports student safety by establishing minimum requirements for participating Rotary
International districts. As newly formed districts constituted from certified district 3460,
Districts 3461 and 3462 will be granted provisional status for the 2017-18 Rotary year and
may continue to participate in the Youth Exchange program.

During 2017-18, your districts will need to consider several factors to achieve full
certification status and continue participating in the program beyond 2017-18:

Multidistrict Considerations: As District 3460 is a current member of RYEMT,
Districts 3461 and 3462 will automatically be opted into membership with the
multidistrict. If either district would like to leave the multidistrict, I can provide
information on the steps the RI Board requires for this process. Given these changes
to its member districts, RYEMT must update its multidistrict legal entity,
constitution, by-laws, etc. accordingly.

Legal Entity and Liability Insurance: Your districts will need to investigate forming a
new legal entity and securing a new liability insurance policy to cover Youth
Exchange as an activity of the new districts and to protect those volunteers
participating in the program from liability arising out of third party claims. It is
recommended that you seek local legal and insurance advice for further guidance on
establishing such entities. We also recommend contacting your Club and District
Support representative to discuss RI policy concerning your districts’ legal entities.

Legal entity and liability insurance requirements can also be met through both
districts’ membership in RYEMT, should the multidistrict have a legal entity and/or
liability insurance policy for all member districts. If this is the case, please let me
know.

Updated Youth Protection Policy: Districts 3461 and 3462 will need to determine
whether they plan to adopt the youth protection policies and procedures established
by District 3460, or if they plan to create new policies to meet this requirement. If the
districts plan to adopt the existing policy, it will need to be updated with the
respective new district numbers and how the new districts will operate, e.g. include
any additional local laws that are applicable for conducting criminal background
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checks or reporting incidents of abuse or harassment under the new territorial
jurisdictions within the new districts.

The youth protection policy can also be adapted through both districts’ membership
in RYEMT, should the multidistrict employ a single youth protection policy for all
member districts. Again, if this is the case, please let me know.

I will contact you again in July 2017 to inquire about your progress. We look forward to
working with you as you continue to provide a quality program to the students support by
your district. If you have questions or concerns regarding certification or other Youth
Exchange matters, please contact me.

Sincerely,

L gt

Lindsay Griswold
Youth Exchange Senior Specialist
Rotary International Programs
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