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New Year—new way to promote Youth Exchange
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It's a brand new year and with it brings a new way to promote Youth Exchange! Resolve to
promote your Youth Exchange programs in a fresh way for 2017. Create your own customized
promotional cards for your Rotary Youth Exchange Programs now available through the Rotary
Brand Center. These colorful, double-sided promotional cards are an easy yet powerful way to
promote your short-term or long-term district exchange activities. Connect with students and
host families interested in Rotary Youth Exchange. Pair the promotional cards with the
Prospective Member Brochure to show potential members all the ways they can get involved
through Rotary.
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e Choose from six pre-populated templates in eight languages
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o Select from over 20 high-quality images
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o Export to high-quality .pdf for easy printing
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What’s happening
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Rotary membership inspired by exchange
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Mark Wilson became a Rotarian last August but his journey with ¢ )
Rotary began in 2011 on a Youth Exchange to South Africa. He}F
reflects on the exchange: “Rotary members and their families
inspired me, and those interactions had a lasting impact on me.
Rotarians showed me the meaning of kindness, generosity, and
love. | thank Rotary and the wonderful people in South Africa for F=_g
giving me first-hand experience of our shared core values. It was .
the best introduction anyone could hope to have into the global family.” Read more
about how exchange impacted Mark’s decision to join Rotary.
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Rotary is a family that unites
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Posted on November 18, 2016by Rotary International
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Mark Wilson durihg his rRotéry Youth Exchang in South Africa.
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By Mark Wilson, Rotary Club of London
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After a long flight from London, | arrived in Durban, South Africa, in 2011 to begin a
short-term Rotary Youth Exchange, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Canterbury
Sunrise and hosted by Westville Rotary. | did not know what or who would be
greeting me, so | had a bit of anxiety which | can clearly remember to this day.
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In hindsight, of course, | had nothing to fear as | stepped off the plane into King
Shaka International Airport. What followed was an adventure like nothing | had ever
experienced before. Enjoying many opportunities to volunteer made me feel as
though | was making a contribution to the world. And taking time to listen to my hosts,
| learned a lot about South Africa.
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The meaning of kindness
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But by far the most memorable part of the trip was the people. Rotary members and
their families inspired me, and those interactions had a lasting impact on me.
Rotarians showed me the meaning of kindness, generosity, and love. | thank Rotary
and the wonderful people in South Africa for giving me first-hand experience of our
shared core values. It was the best introduction anyone could hope to have into the
global family.
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Prior to my exchange, | had been a member of Interact since age 16, and then a
member of Rotaract, twice president of both clubs. | had the opportunity to speak at
many district conferences and visit many more Rotary clubs with the aim
of encouraging Rotarians to continue to support young people.
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New member
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In August of this year, at 26, | became a Rotarian, inducted into the Rotary Club of
London. Not long after, Rl President John Germ emailed me: “Mark: your story is a
great one,” encouraging me to share it.
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The moral to my story is that we are a family and we should never lose sight of that.


https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/take-action/empower-leaders/start-exchange

Not unlike any family that has lasted this long, we have learned that love and a
common cause can unite despite our disparities. As we continue to grow, we must
continue to embrace all who seek to serve humanity, regardless of age, gender,
sexuality, ability, religion, race or otherwise. In a world that is becoming increasingly
divisive, Rotary International must continue to shine, as it always has, as a beacon of
peace, unity, feIIowship and friendship.
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. 2 About the author: Mark Wilson is a university lecturer in London,

England, a Senior Fellow of the Higher Education Academy, and member of the

Rotary Club of London in District 1130, the first club chartered outside North America

in 1912.

M»ﬁi'Mmkmewuﬁaﬁ%ﬁﬁkﬁﬁﬁ‘sﬁﬁh ERFgER 2
s 1130 2 % G FABALR 0 XA S 23 1912 & 0 % - RAMt E

4 fn T PTE B T Nk AL o

Continue connections through Fellowships
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The International Travel and Hosting Fellowship is the perfect|.
group to connect with others who share your passion for regional,
national, and international travel. Rotarian TilakThapa Magar of
Nepal reached out to the fellowship to plan an upcoming trip to the
United States and to his surprise, received an overwhelming
response of invitations to visit with fellowship members. Find out
how Tilak’s experience with the International Travel and Hosting
Fellowship introduced him to new friends and strengthened his appreC|at|on in the
goodness found in Rotary
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Show us your world
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Do you have a great photo from your recent exchange? Did you
host a student this year and take some terrific pictures during a!
service project or while traveling? Enter up to three photos in The'!
Rotarian magazine’s 2017 Photo Contest. Show how you capture g
the fun, excitement, and internationality of Rotary Youth ji&
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Exchange. Submit your entries by 15 February and your photos could be featured in
The Rotarian.
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News and updates
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Two districts were recently certified. D2220 (Russian Federation—west of Ural
mountains) and District 3661 (part of southeast Korea) can now both host and send
exchange participants.
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Two Rotary clubs in non-districted Eastern Russia and Siberia: Rotary Club of
Korsakov and Rotary Club of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk have met certification requirements
for outbound Rotary Youth Exchange; they can send, but not host, exchange
participants.
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View our complete listing of noncertified districts.
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Do you have a Rotary Youth Exchange story?
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If you have a story from your year abroad, if your experience as a member of a host
family changed your life, if you met new friends and professional connections
through your alumni association, tell us about it! Send your story to
youthexchange@rotary.org. It could be featured in this newsletter or on the Rotary
Voices blog.
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CELEBRATE THE ROTARY FOUNDATION CENTENNIAL
WITH #100ACTSOFGOOD
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To mark the Rotary Foundation centennial, we're
encouraging members everywhere to do 100 acts of
good throughout the year. Let others know by posting
photos of yourself on social media, along with a brief
description of the act, using #100actsofgood.
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ATTEND PRESIDENTIAL PEACE CONFERENCE IN ATLANTA
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Join us 9-10 June for the Presidential Peace Conference at the Georgia
World Congress Center. We'll celebrate our work on the underlying causes of
conflict and our successes in making peace a priority, while also looking
ahead to opportunities to continue our commitment.
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Upcoming events
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Note: This list is informational only and does not constitute an endorsement of any
event. Please contact event organizers for details.
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North American Youth Exchange Network 18th annual conference
Calgary, Alberta, Canada

911March
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Youth ExchangeProgram - Argentina, Uruquay, Paraguay and

Chile (YEPAUCH) XXIIl Annual Conference

Buenos Aires, Argentina

7 9 ApriI
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2017 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention

Atlanta, Georgia, USA

7-10 June

Welcome reception, 7 June

General sessions and workshops, 8-10 June

Youth Exchange Officers banquet (separate Rotary-ticketed event), 9 June
Presidential Peace Conference (included for Preconvention registrants), 9-10 June
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2017 Rotary International Convention
Atlanta, Georgia, USA

10-14 June
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2017 Rotary International Convention Interfaith Program
Sign up as a youth volunteer

Atlanta, Georgia, USA

11 June
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Do you know of an event we should add to this list? Email us at
youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Resources & reference
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Rotary Youth Exchange on LinkedIn
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Rotary Service Connections blog
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Rotary Code of Policies
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Youth Exchange Directory(district and multidistrict Youth Exchange chairs can
access by signing in to Rotary.org)
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