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When | give to Rotary, | get so much more back
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“At 28 years old, | decided to become a Rotarian, because Rotary changed my life.l grew up
in a small town in Oregon, USA, and was a young leader in my school. When | was 15
years old, | applied to attend a Rotary Youth Leadership Awards event in Rotary’s District
5110 to learn more about myself and what leadership meant to me. During that amazing
week-long experience, | learned not only about how to be a better leader for my school and
community, but about Rotary itself.”An exchange is not only about a student going abroad,
it is about all the people that make this exchange possible, and the ones that are impacted,
directly and indirectly.”
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When | give to Rotary, | get so
muchmore back
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Posted on October 27, 2016by Rotary International
B > 2016 & 10 * 27 p skRE

Stephnie Witkowski, middle in blue shirt, during her Rotary Youth Exchange in
Slovakia.
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By Stephanie Witkowski, Rotary Club of Honolulu Pau Hana
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At 28 years old, | decided to become a Rotarian, because Rotary changed my life.

| grew up in a small town in Oregon, USA, and was a young leader in my school.
When | was 15 years old, | applied to attend a Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
event in Rotary’s District 5110 to learn more about myself and what leadership
meant to me. During that amazing week-long experience, | learned not only about
how to be a better leader for my school and community, but about Rotary itself.
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One of the things | learned about Rotary was the organization’s commitment to
international service through the Rotary Youth Exchange program. | had always
dreamed of learning about another culture through an international experience with
students mv aoe. So when | was 17 vears old. | applied to be a Rotarv Youth
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student’s host country for them, and then SURPRISE! In 2005, | was off for a
life-changing year in Slovakia.
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Most students who have the incredible opportunity to study abroad speak of the
experience as a pivotal moment in their life. That was certainly the case for me.
While living with a host family, and studying at the local high school, | learned so
much more about what it meant to be a global citizen and what my goals for my life
were.
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Witkowski during her induction into the Rotary Club of Honolulu Pau Hana.
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During this year, | began to appreciate different cultures and languages and what
they offer to our world as a whole. This path over time led to a BA in cross-cultural
communication, a Fulbright Teaching Assistant in Slovakia at age 23, followed by
three years of graduate study in linguistics. My Rotary Youth Exchange experience
set me on a path toward my current career (as a revitalization linguist for a Native
American Tribe.)
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to give back to the next generation of young leaders and inspire them. But the truth
is, | always came away as inspired by the youth and their commitment to Service
Above Self.
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Finally, this May, | joined Rotary to once again give back to an organization that
gave so much to me. But again, | find that when | give to Rotary, | end up receiving
so much more.
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Stephanie is one of 13,594 people who used Rotary’'s Member Center in 2015-16 to
express their interest in Rotary. Tell us why you're interested in Rotary and we'll
help you get connected.
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What’s happening
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Why should you come to Atlanta?
BHRERTHFFS?

Whether you are a seasoned Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention

attendee or a first-timer, there is something valuable for everyone. EritaRating
Over 90% of last year’s attendees agreed that their overall experience /

was positive! Join us in Atlanta to network with YEOs and regional 7/ *,
leaders, build new exchange relationships, and learn and share best ATL Aﬂfﬂiﬁi
practices. Don’t miss out, register now before 15 December to secure

the early registration pricing.
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10 reasons to be a Rotary Youth Exchange Student
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“Making the decision to spend a year traveling may be tough, but | will
lay out why I think it is in your best interest, and the interest of the
world, for you to take a year from your education and experience the &
world.” Alex Mey shares experiences from his exchange from Canada @
to Taiwan in 2015-16 on his personal blog to inspire others. Find out
why according to Alex Rotary Youth Exchange will also be the most
fulfilling, engaging, adventurous and enjoyable year of your life.
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Connect online through Rotary
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Discussion Groups on Rotary.org are a great place to connect, exchange ideas, and share
your Youth Exchange stories. Join the conversation in our Rotary Youth Exchange Group.
Ask questions, discover interesting topics, and share best practices with leaders around
the world. While you're online, explore other discussion groups, such as Alumni and Youth
Service/New Generations. Get started today.
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News and updates
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Two districts have been added to the list of those that have met certification requirements
to fully participate in Rotary Youth Exchange. District 1080 (part of England) and District
3051 (part of India) can now both host and send exchange participants.
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District 3182 (India—part of Karnataka), Sri Lanka in District 3220 (Sri Lanka; The
Maldives), and Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia in District 9010 (Algeria; Morocco; Mauritania
and Tunisia) have met certification requirements for outbound Rotary Youth Exchange and
can send, but not host, exchange participants. Note: The Maldives in District 3220 and
Mauritania in District 9010 are not certified to plan any type of exchanges.
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View our complete listing of noncertified districts.
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Do you have a Rotary Youth Exchange story?

BEE ERMCHRIF S E Atk KT 0

If you have a story from your year abroad, if your experience as a member of a host family
changed your life, if you met new friends and professional connections through your alumni
association, tell us about it! Send your story to youthexchange@rotary.org. It could be
featured in this newsletter or on the Rotary Voices blog
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CELEBRATE THE ROTARY FOUNDATION CENTENNIAL
WITH #100ACTSOFGOOD
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To mark the Rotary Foundation centennial, we’re
encouraging members everywhere to do 100 acts of good
throughout the year. Let others know by posting photos of

yourself on social media, along with a brief description of the
act, using #100actsofgood.
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ATTEND PRESIDENTIAL PEACE CONFERENCE IN ATLANTA
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Join us 9-10 June for the Presidential Peace Conference at the Georgia World
Congress Center. We’'ll celebrate our work on the underlying causes of conflict and

our successes in making peace a priority, while also looking ahead to opportunities
to continue our commitment.
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Upcoming events
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Note: This list is informational only and does not constitute an endorsement of any event.
Please contact event organizers for details.
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36th Annual Brazilian National Meeting of Youth Exchange Program Directors
Aracaju, Brazil

3-5 November
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North American Youth Exchange Network 18th annual conference
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
9-11 March
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2017 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention

Atlanta, Georgia, USA

7-10 June

Welcome reception, 7 June

General sessions and workshops, 8-10 June

Youth Exchange Officers banquet (separate Rotary-ticketed event), 9 June
Presidential Peace Conference (included for Preconvention registrants), 9-10 June
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2017 Rotary International Convention
Atlanta, Georgia, USA
10-14 June
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2017 Rotary International Convention Interfaith Program
Sign up as a youth volunteer

Atlanta, Georgia, USA

11 June
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Do you know of an event we should add to this list? Email us at
youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Resources & reference
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Rotary Youth Exchange on LinkedIn
FHTF 0 & ¥ Linkedin

Rotary Service Connections blog
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Youth Exchange Directory(district and multidistrict Youth Exchange chairs can access by
signing in to Rotary.org)
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Youth Exchange is a source of news, resources, and event details for those who promote
global understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program available every other
month.
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Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
-z PR IR R A F 2 youthexchange@rotary.org °

GET INVOLVED
$-te

Forward email

o i

ONE ROTARY CENTER

1560 SHERMAN AVENUE

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201-3698 USA
ROTARY.ORG

At any point you can change your email preferences by choosing the appropriate option:
FERTAEF R G

Update profile/Email address | Unsubscribe
LATFARR T Bl B

Click here to read about Rotary International's privacy policy.
BEE M B FE R R


http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/91311225:7w93yRYNJ:m:1:994903981:1F277FE7E668A6CFD014DEBA5376CEAC:r
mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org
mailto:請將任何問題與報導意見寄至youthexchange@rotary.org
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/91311226:7w93yRYNJ:m:1:994903981:1F277FE7E668A6CFD014DEBA5376CEAC:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/forwardthis/ft.php?mID=57640692&em=jimmy%40mail.hisen.com.tw&ch=1a9b779738ea45ae53a1645e9689911f&schema=echo4
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/user/profile/edit
http://rotary.highroadsolution.com/ri_preference_center/default.aspx?email=jimmy@mail.hisen.com.tw&page_language=en
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/privacy-policy

	When I give to Rotary, I get so muchmore back
	貢獻扶輪，惠我良多

