Rotary {-.<: Youth Exchange
 ORERBE O E AR S

September 2016 | Connecting students and communities around the world
2016 # 9 " | AR 2 F 2 Bt €

Making peace, one exchange student at atime
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“An exchange is not only about a student going abroad, it is about all the people that make this
exchange possible, and the ones that are impacted, directly and indirectly.” Discover how Marcellin
Niset, Rotary Youth Exchange Student from Belgium to Alaska, USA, was inspired through his
experience and the people he met to become an ambassador for peace.
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By Marcellin Niset, Rotary Youth Exchange Student from Belgium to Alaska
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The Italian-American author and actress Vanna Bonta wrote, “There’s no hospitality like
understanding.” That quote stuck with me as a Rotary Youth Exchange student to Alaska in
2015-16. | arrived in Alaska, a wilderness filled with beauty and love, determined to make my
exchange purposeful and beneficial for myself, my host community, and the world.
An exchange is not only about a student going abroad, it is about all the people that make this
exchange possible, and the ones that are impacted, directly and indirectly.
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Niset is using his exchange year as an opportunity to promote tolerance and respect.
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I come from a small village in rural Belgium and the exchange is a unique chance to accomplish
something bigger than myself. To be selected as an ambassador for Rotary and my country
meant being the custodian of national values and beliefs.
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Sometimes, the mission was easy. | brought happiness to people by making countless Belgian
waffles. | presented facts about my homeland to my host club and community. But going
deeper, and sharing what makes people from my country unique, explaining why we think and
behave differently, without judging, is harder. There is not just one way to do things, and one
way isn't better than another, just different.
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At my first orientation with the other exchange students in Alaska, our coordinator told us that
the Rotary Youth Exchange motto was to “Make peace in the world, one student at a time.” |
only understood the real meaning of this sentence later in my exchange.
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Terrorist attack
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On 22 March, Belgium became the target of a terrorist attack. | saw the last place | had been in
my country, the airport, blown up by people who didn’t understand differences. | saw a symbol
of globalization exploded and my beliefs harmed. | had a friend from France, two from
Indonesia, one from Germany. All of them felt the weight of terrorism. It oppresses you, makes
you fearful, sad, and angry.
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How in a world interconnected, multicultural, and full of exchange students, can terrorist attacks
still happen?
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But then it suddenly made sense to me why | was on exchange at this time. | realized how |
could explain the values my country stands for, and show how Rotary members and exchange
students can work together to help solve the world’s problems. Rotary members already have a
drive to change the world. Exchange students promote tolerance and respect.
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Thanks to my exchange, | had the opportunity to share my values, my beliefs, my identity. | try
to make the world stronger, one speech at a time, and am inspired to strive for greater things.
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This is the power of Rotary Youth Exchange. And it can be the pride of Rotary, too.
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Learn more about exchange opportunities through Rotary
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What'’s happening
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American Graduate Day 2016
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School, a Rotary supported school that serves homeless teens in the San
Diego area, and Rotary to participate in their live conversation on Septemberg{
17! Watch the livestream and share how you support youth and young adultsjg
through Rotary.
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Living a Rotary dream
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Binish Desai, Rotary Youth Exchange Student from India to lllinois, USA is|"
this year's Rotary Alumni Global Service Award Zone 4&6A winner. And jUSt '
a few years after his exchange he is providing low cost, eco-friendly building
materials that turn industrial waste into bricks dried using solar power. Find®
out more about how Rotary inspired him to give back.
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Recognize your peers
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Each day, countless Rotarians around the world generously give their time and effort to serve
others, often without recognition. Did you know you can recognize members, non-members,
and clubs for their service? Rotary offers many opportunities for individual and club
recognition. Learn more about eligibility requirements and submission deadlines.
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e Note: The deadline for Service Above Self Award nominations is 1 October.
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e Have questions about the Presidential Citation goals? Check out the new user guide or
the video guide produced by Zone 25/26.
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Questions? Email riawards@rotary.org.
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News and updates
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D4400 (Ecuador) has been added to the list of those that have met certification requirements to
fully participate in Rotary Youth Exchange and can now both host and send exchange
participants.
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D9125 (Nigeria) has met certification requirements to participate in outbound Rotary Youth
Exchange; it can send, but not host, exchange participants.
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View our complete listing of noncertified districts.
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Do you have a Rotary Youth Exchange story?
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If you have a story from your year abroad, if your experience as a member of a host family
changed your life, if you met new friends and professional connections through your alumni
association, tell us about it! Send your story to youthexchange@rotary.org. It could be featured
in this newsletter or on the Rotary Voices blog.
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CELEBRATE THE ROTARY FOUNDATION CENTENNIAL WITH
#100ACTSOFGOOD
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To mark the Rotary Foundation centennial, we’re
encouraging members everywhere to do 100 acts of good
throughout the year. Let others know by posting photos of
yourself on social media, along with a brief description of the
act, using #100actsofgood.
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POST YOUR OWN OFFER ON ROTARY GLOBAL REWARDS
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Rotary and Rotaract members can now offer discounts on products and services
from their own businesses through Rotary Global Rewards. You can submit an offer
and make it available locally, regionally, or globally.
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Upcoming events
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Note: This list is informational only and does not constitute an endorsement of any

event. Please contact event organizers for details.
LA LHTERT S AREEFEFLLEF o GIRER D PR B EE L e


mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/90806692:7MMcueYEN:m:1:2735045274:947492C45B687BEA5224808855889E0D:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/90806693:7MMcueYEN:m:1:2735045274:947492C45B687BEA5224808855889E0D:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/90806694:7MMcueYEN:m:1:2735045274:947492C45B687BEA5224808855889E0D:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/90806695:7MMcueYEN:m:1:2735045274:947492C45B687BEA5224808855889E0D:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/90806696:7MMcueYEN:m:1:2735045274:947492C45B687BEA5224808855889E0D:r

North American Youth Exchange Network 18th annual conference
Calgary, Alberta, Canada

9-11 March
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2017 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention

Atlanta, Georgia, USA

7-10 June

Welcome reception, 7 June

General sessions and workshops, 8-10 June

Youth Exchange Officers banquet (separate Rotary-ticketed event), 9 June
Presidential Peace Conference (included for Preconvention registrants), 9-10 June
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2017 Rotary International Convention
Atlanta, Georgia, USA

10-14 June
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Do you know of an event we should add to this list? Email us at
youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Resources & reference
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Rotary Youth Exchange on LinkedIn
LinkedIn #* #+ > # 2 4

Rotary Service Connections blog
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Rotary Code of Policies
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Youth Exchange Directory(district and multidistrict Youth Exchange chairs can access
by signing in to Rotary.org)
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Youth Exchange is a source of news, resources, and event details for those who promote global
understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program available every other month.
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Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
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GET INVOLVED
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