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Rotary Youth Exchange taught Joel Jackson responsibility
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Actor Joel Jackson grew up in sparsely populated Western Australia, a talented kid in a harsh land.

Head of his class at school, soccer star, promising musician — it was all nice, but at age 17, he felt no
particular pull in any direction. Until Rotary came along. A year-long exchange experience in Brazil
showed him that “doing something bigger than yourself, it humbles you.” Read more about how his
new-found sense of responsibility led him pursue an acting career while still giving back to the
community.
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Actor Joel Jackson grew up amid the red dirt and 100-degree-plus temperatures of sparsely populated
Western Australia, a talented kid in a harsh land. Head of his class at school, soccer star, promising
musician — it was all nice, but at age 17, he felt no particular pull in any direction. Until Rotary came
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A conversation with a Rotarian during a break in a performance at a birthday party launched
him to Brazil through Rotary Youth Exchange, where he stayed in the southern city of
Londrina hosted by Rotary District 4710 (Brazil, part of Parana) and sponsored by District
9455 (Australia, part of Western Australia). Soon after Jackson got home, his mother
suggested he audition for Australia’s top acting school, though he had never been on the
stage. “I went, ‘I've just got to do what | did in Brazil — jump in and trust that I'll be able to
handle myself,” he says.
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Now 24, Jackson has appeared in two acclaimed television miniseries, Deadline Gallipoli and Peter
Allen: Not the Boy Next Door. For the latter, he learned to tap-dance in order to star as entertainer
Peter Allen, who — like himself — started out as a rural Australian who found fame. “It was incredible to
be in the leading-man role, where you had to be counted on,” Jackson says. “l learned that
responsibility from Rotary. During my year in Brazil, | was a representative of Australia, of my family,
and of Rotary. Doing something bigger than yourself, it humbles you.” So, he says, does his work with
the Australian cancer charity Redkite and Sydney Children’s Hospital.
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What's happening
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Join us in Korea at the Youth Exchange Officers
Preconventionhttp://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/81988856:7d217JCmN:m:1:994903981:5A155F
E4D76CD2FE27B0010B4600930E:r
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Discover the excitement, fun, and global community of Rotary Youth Exchange by joining us in Korea at
the Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention, 27-28 May. Don’t wait—31 March is your last chance to

register online. Connect with other Youth Exchange leaders, share your expertise, and learn innovative
strategies during workshops. And stay for Rotary International Convention to connect with even more

Rotary leaders!
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A South African’s Youth Exchange to Denmark
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After a 13-hour flight from South Africa to Denmark, Ronan knew he was in for an adventure, but he
never imagined all the unforgettable experiences he would have through Rotary Youth Exchange. "I
built memories and friendships that will stay with me forever." Discovering Legos,

learning to play handball, and traveling the world were just a few of his life-changing ;
moments.
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Alumni Association President’s Panel
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Want to stay involved after your Rotary Youth Exchange experience? Find out how alumni associations
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can help build your network, connect you with new opportunities, and show you new
ways to do good locally and globally. Register now for the webinar on 24 March and
join the conversation on the Rotary Reconnect Facebook page.
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News and updates
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Two districts have been added to the list of those that have met certification requirements to fully
participate in Rotary Youth Exchange. District 3000 (India) and District 9140 (Nigeria) can now both host
and send exchange participants.
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Cambodia, Myanmar, and Thailand in District 3350 (Cambodia; Myanmar; Vietnam (and) Thailand)
have also met certification requirements for outbound-only exchanges. Note: Vietnam is not certified to
plan any type of exchanges
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View our complete listing of noncertified districts.
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Do you have a Rotary Youth Exchange story?
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If you have a story from your year abroad, if your experience as a member of a host family changed your
life, if you met new friends and professional connections through your alumni association, tell us about
it! Send your story to youthexchange@rotary.org. It could be featured in this newsletter, on the Rotary

Voices blog, or on our Rotary Reconnect Facebook page.
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NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 2017-18 ROTARY
PEACE FELLOWSHIP

A 4% 5L 2017-2018 & Hpafo T BB 27 3

Apply for a master’s degree or professional development
certificate fellowship and study at one of our six Rotary
Peace Centers.
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POST YOUR OWN OFFER ON ROTARY GLOBAL REWARDS
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Rotary and Rotaract members can now offer discounts on products and services
from their own businesses through Rotary Global Rewards. You can submit an offer
and make it available locally, regionally, or globally.
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Upcoming events
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Note: This list is informational only and does not constitute an endorsement of any event.
Please contact event organizers for details.
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Nostalgia: Youth Exchange Conference hosted by District 3060

Salcete, Goa, India

13-15 March
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21st Annual Japan Youth Exchange Conference

Tokyo

21-22 May
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2016 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention

Korea

27-28 May
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2016 Rotary International Convention

Korea

28 May - 1 June
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Do you know of an event we should add to this list? Email us at

youthexchange@rotary.org.
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youthexchange@rotary.org.

Resources & reference
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Rotary Youth Exchange on LinkedIn

Rotary Service Connections blog

Rotary Code of Policies

Youth Exchange Directory(district and multidistrict Youth Exchange chairs can access by

signing in to Rotary.org)
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Youth Exchange is a source of news, resources, and event details for those who promote

global understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program available every other

month.
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Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
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GET INVOLVED
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