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What it's like to quit your job and go to Bali
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Rotarians have amazing stories. The Rotarian magazine is kicking off 2016 with several
first-person accounts of our members’ life-changing experiences, some harrowing and all
profoundly felt. One story relates how the love of travel inspired by a Rotary Youth
Exchange to Argentina led Amanda Bond to make a daring move — to Bali. When she
decided to turn her experience as her Rotary club’s public relations committee chair into a
full-time career specializing in online and event marketing, she decided to focus on
building her professional skills and network while enjoying a much-needed tropical
getaway. Now back home with a new job and a newfound sense of freedom, Amanda is
excitedly anticipating where the future will take her.
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You can share your own story by emailing Rotarian@rotary.org and using “What it's like”

for the subject line. And be sure to read the January issue to enjoy all the stories, or read

more selections online.


http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/78329085:7AxIqmCHN:m:N:2735045274:0B9B94322C772887C6293E6C4338336E
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What’s happening
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A summer day changed everything

- BE PP -

When Andrea Shirey was asked one summer day to host a Rotary
Youth Exchange student, she couldn’t have imagined how a simple

“yes” would lead to a remarkable experience for her family.

Apprehension about being a first-time host family soon faded away
over nights of dinner conversation, TV watching, and laughter. Read more about how

opening their home — and their hearts — opened the door to a lifetime of experiences for

Shirey’s family.
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Discovering freedom on exchange
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Gabriela was prepared for the challenge of living abroad: She expected
to encounter differences living with host families and meeting new

friends from different religions and social classes. But most

surprisingly, she found that by embracing their differences, she

discovered the freedom to learn and grow. Looking back on the 10 months she spent in
Canada, she is still amazed at just how much she has grown. Read more about her journey.
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Send us your best shot
P rREAkHBaRFEFLAP

Do you have a great photo from your recent year abroad? Did you host sl
a student this year and take some terrific pictures during a service ,

project or while traveling? Enter up to three photos in The Rotarian

magazine’s 2016 Photo Contest. Show how you capture the people,

places, and projects of Rotary Youth Exchange. Submit your entry by 29 February and

you could win $500, or your photos could be featured in The Rotarian.
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News and updates #7 & 22 § #7

View our complete listing of noncertified districts.
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Do you have a Rotary Youth Exchange story?
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If you have a story from your year abroad, if your experience as a member of a host family
changed your life, if you met new friends and professional connections through your
alumni association, tell us about it! Send your story to youthexchange@rotary.org. It could

be featured in this newsletter, on the Rotary Voices blog, or on our Rotary Reconnect
Facebook page.
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NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 2017-18 ROTARY PEACE

FELLOWSHIP
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Apply for a master’s degree or professional development

certificate fellowship and study at one of our six Rotary Peace

Centers.
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POST YOUR OWN OFFER ON ROTARY GLOBAL REWARDS
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Rotary and Rotaract members can now offer discounts on products and services from
their own businesses through Rotary Global Rewards. You can submit an offer and
make it available locally, regionally, or globally.
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Upcoming events
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Note: This list is informational only and does not constitute an endorsement of any
event. Please contact event organizers for details.
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North American Youth Exchange Network (NAYEN) Conference 2016

Cincinnati, Ohio, USA

25-27 February
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Nostalgia: Youth Exchange Conference hosted by District 3060

Salcete, Goa, India

13-15 March
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21st Annual Japan Youth Exchange Conference

Tokyo

21-22 May
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2016 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention

Korea

27-28 May
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2016 Rotary International Convention

Korea
28 May - 1 June
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Do you know of an event we should add to this list? Email us at

youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Resources & reference
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Rotary Youth Exchange on Linkedln 3% #% + > # % $# LinkedIn

Rotary Service Connections blog % #5 PR 5235 $ 3R 5% #4

Rotary Code of Policies 3% # ¥< i & %

Youth Exchange Directory(district and multidistrict Youth Exchange chairs can access by signing

in to Rotary.org)
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Youth Exchange is a source of news, resources, and event details for those who promote global
understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program available every other month.
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Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
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