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Youth Exchange students connect at Rotary Convention
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Rotary leaders from around the world converged in Sao Paulo at our 106th
Rotary International Convention to share ideas, learn best practices, and make new
friends. And Rotary Youth Exchange students also enjoyed this exciting annual event.
Rotarian champions of the Youth Exchange program shared stories with students and
colleagues at the Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention. As Rotary cultural
ambassadors, students were invited to present the flag of their country at the flag
ceremony celebrating the start of the convention. Mel Iris, a blind student from Brazil,
inspired thousands by recounting her life-changing experience in Canada. And the
instantly recognizable Youth Exchange blazers, covered with decorative pins,
appeared everywhere on Instagram. Relive the excitement and fun of the Rotary
Convention and find inspiration for another year of friendship, service, and action.
Are you ready to answer President K.R. Ravindran’s call to Be a Gift to the World?
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It's not too early to register for the 2016 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention and

Rotary International Convention in Seoul!
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What's happening
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The Rotary Youth Exchange I dreamed about
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When ThandoGwatyu left South Africa for a year in Germany, he|
was both excited and nervous. His first trip away from home was |8
sure to be a challenge — learning a new language, discovering a
different culture, and adapting to life in a foreign home. But with
an adventurous attitude and support from his new friends and
family, he is already having a life-changing experience. He even gave a presentation
about his experience at a Rotary conference entirely in German. He’s not only having
the Rotary Youth Exchange experience he dreamed about, he’s already dreaming of
a future studying law and eventually running for president of South Africa! Read
more.
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The Rotary Youth Exchange I dreamed about
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ThandoGwatyu shares the South African flag with his host family in Germany.
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By ThandoGwatyu, a Rotary Youth Exchange student from South Africa to Germany
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Recently, I finished my third month in Germany, and it’s already changing my life.
The process has not always been easy, but I've made quite a few discoveries about
German culture and tradition, some of which is very different from the life I'm used
to.
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My first host family, the Roos, were simply amazing. Both parents are architects and
they have a 16-year-old daughter and an 18-year-old son. The parents were eager to
show me many things about their country and culture. On just my second week,
they took me on a ski vacation and I celebrated my birthday on snow for the first
time ever. They bought me soccer clothes and a team ID, meaning I am now an
official member of the village soccer club. They went out of their way to buy me a
full uniform with my family name on the jersey, which made me feel really good.
My photo is even on the soccer club website. (I have no goals yet, only assists.)
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They took me to visit the site of the former Buchenwald concentration camp near
Weimar, and it was an incredibly sad experience for me. After that, we stopped at
Warburg, where Martin Luther translated the Bible into German for the first time.
We also visited many museums and art galleries, and I tried my best to soak up as
much of their culture as I could.
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Another family was only able to host me for a week, but it ended up being an
amazing experience, as they took me to an island in the North Sea. It was my first
time ever seeing an island. Only 40 people live on this island, and they said I was the
first black person to ever visit their island. That made me feel special and important.
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The first few months were not always rosy. Language is a considerable barrier and it
was very hard to communicate. When they asked me to give a presentation about
my life at a Rotary conference, I'm not going to lie, I was very nervous. I was told I
could do the presentation in English, but I wanted to be authentic and easy to
understand so I secretly wrote my speech in German. When [ started speaking in
German, I could see the smiles on each and every face in that room. At the end of my
speech, so many people took my hand to congratulate me for my bravery. And just
this past week, I bid my first host family farewell and wrote out a thank-you note in
German without the help of Google Translate!
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I'm with a new host family now and they are everything you could ask for in a host.
It's only been a short time so far, but I know I'm going to enjoy my time here. The
siblings are helpful, patient, and very easy to approach. The parents are very funny,
and care way too much. So I really have settled in and everything seems perfect.
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What makes me feel really good are not so much the places I visit but the fact that
many families are willing to do this for me. I will be attending a few more camps this
summer and am really looking forward to the Euro tour because I know it will be a
highlight of my exchange.
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Rotary has had a huge influence on helping me pursue my goals and aspirations, as I
hope to eventually study law and maybe become president of my country one day. If
I do, I will have Rotary in part to thank. I don’t have the words to describe how



grateful I am. I can comfortably say this is the exchange I dreamed about.
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International Youth Day
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Over 15 years ago, the United Nations General YOJ h Ei {

Assembly designated 12 August as International Youth Day to acknowledge the
potential of youth in our global society. This year’s theme is Youth Civic
Engagement. Celebrate the role that Rotary Youth Exchange students and alumni
play, and show how, through Rotary, you invest in the next generation of leaders.
Organize a community youth forum to seek solutions to common challenges, invite
youth leaders to share their inspiring stories, plan a service project for students and
families, or recognize outstanding young people with an award for service,
leadership, or activism. Post your International Youth Day plans on Rotary Ideas to
get connected with other youth advocates around the world.
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Finding a second home
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Brazilian Youth Exchange student ThiagoLacerda discovered more
than delicious local food, traditional festivals, and a talent for the
Chinese language while on an exchange in Taiwan from 2011 to
2012 — he found a second home. Currently attending a university
in Taiwan to continue his language studies, he recently was invited
by his host district to give a speech about his exchange student experlence at the
annual multidistrict conference. In addition to relating how the exchange had altered
the course of his life, he talked about how being a part of the Rotary family had
made returning to Taiwan feel like “coming home.”
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District 3202 (India) has been added to the list of those that are fully certified to
participate in Rotary Youth Exchange and can now both host and send exchange
participants.
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The Macau portion of District 3450 (Macau; Hong Kong; Mongolia) is now certified
for outbound-only exchanges. Note: Hong Kong and Mongolia are not certified to
plan any type of exchanges. District 3292 (Nepal) is also now certified to participate
in outbound Rotary Youth Exchanges. Both districts can send, but not host, exchange
participants.
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View our complete listing of noncertified districts.
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Do you have a Rotary Youth Exchange story
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If you have a story from your year abroad, if your experience as a host family
changed your life, if you met new friends and professional connections through your
alumni association, tell us about it! Send your story to youthexchange@rotary.org. It
could be featured in this newsletter, on the Rotary Voices blog, or on our Rotary
Reconnect Facebook page.
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MAKE AN INVESTMENT IN LASTING PEACE
PEA eI BT

Help us raise $150 million by 2017 to build a
permanent endowment for the Rotary Peace Centers
program, our international training program for
peace leaders.
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SHARE EXPERIENCES AND IDEAS THROUGH MY ROTARY
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Rotary alumni can connect with Rotary members and alumni around the
world through My Rotary discussion groups. Join a group today!
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Upcoming events
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Note: This list is informational only and does not constitute an endorsement of any event.
Please contact event organizers for details.
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2015 EEMA Conference

Antalya, Turkey

4-6 Spetember
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35th National Meeting of the Leaders of the Youth Exchange Program
Curitiba, Parand, Brazil

29-31 October
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North American Youth Exchange Network (NAYEN) Conference 2016
Cincinnati, Ohio, USA

25-27 February
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Nostalgia: Youth Exchange Conference hosted by District 3060

Salcete, Goa, India

13-15 March
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2016 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention

Seoul

27-28 May
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2016 Rotary International Convention

Seoul

28 May - 1 June
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Do you know of an event we should add to this list? Email us at
yvouthexchange@rotary.org.
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Resources & reference
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Rotary Youth Exchange LinkedIn group
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Rotary Service Connections blog
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Rotary Code of Policies
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Youth Exchange Directory(district and multidistrict Youth Exchange chairs can access by
signing in to Rotary.org)
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