YouthExchange # > & % #

May 2015 | Connecting students and communities around the world

2015# 53 FCEAHTIE | BRELBnFLI AN g

Reaching the summit and capturing the spirit of Rotary
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On a trip to the Rigi, the Alpine peak known in Switzerland as Queen of the
Mountains, Katherine Ziska hiked in the early-morning darkness with a group
of her fellow 2012-13 Rotary Youth Exchange students to watch the sunrise
from the summit. For Katherine, Rotary Youth Exchange was all about
understanding the world from a new perspective. Standing atop the Rigi, these
new friends from around the world saw the world as they never had before,
and understood the pride the Swiss take in their majestic mountains.
Reflecting on the photo, which is featured in the April issue of the The
Rotarian, she says, “Just like exchange, it was a difficult climb, and mostly in
the dark. But all the hard work paid off in the end; when we saw the sunrise
and stood, champions of our desire to see and understand a new culture and
speak a new language.” Discover the captivating winning entries from The
Rotarian’s 2014 photo contest, and see the 2015 contest winners in the
magazine’s June issue.
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What's happening
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Seeing the world through Rotary Youth Exchange
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Canadian Jon Glendon has learned about more than just a %
new culture during his Rotary Youth Exchange in New % ! ! ™
Zealand. Together with members of his host Rotary club, he & “é 1/
connected with kids in Fiji to bring technology into the ,-.h { ‘/'
classroom, and in the process he revealed his potential as a
leader. Teaching the students how to use the new tablets
helped Jon discover self-confidence and an ability to connect with other teens
despite their cultural differences. “I'm so happy to tell people about my
experiences and to hear their stories.” Watch Jon’s story and learn how Rotary
Youth Exchange can start an adventure of a lifetime.
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Interact clubs welcome exchange students

FCERBEEDLRS S

Interactors and faculty advisers from 40 Interact clubs invited FH#as
Rotarians, Rotaractors, and Rotary Youth Exchange students §&
to join their 10th annual Interact Officers Training Seminar in
Harare, Zimbabwe, to share their stories and discover new § / f
ways to work together. Participants exchanged ideas on

environmental awareness, the dangers of substance abuse, the history of
Rotary, and The Four Way Test, and discussed their successes and future
challenges. The 2014 outbound Youth Exchange students were invited to share
their experiences in France, Germany, and Mexico, and they learned how they
can stay connected to the family of Rotary as alumni. Invite Youth Exchange
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students and alumni to your district conference or project to keep them
connected.
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Discover the potential of New Generations Service Exchange
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Looking for a powerful new way to engage young people
through service? Discover the potential of New Generations & R
Service Exchange, which allows young leaders up to age 30 toly = ¢
realize their strengths while using their skills to help others. :
With the flexibility of New Generations Service Exchange —
and its strong vocational service focus — your district can design exchange
experiences for young professionals in law, technology, music, or public
health. See how District 5490 (parts of Arizona and California, USA) welcomed
New Generations Service Exchange participants. Build on your existing
networks through Rotary Youth Exchange, Rotary Friendship Exchange, and
twin-club relationships to share ideas and build exchange partnerships with
districts worldwide.
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North American Youth Exchange Network
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Rotary’s North American Youth Exchange Network
(NAYEN) recognized outstanding member districts at its
annual conference earlier this year in North Little Rock,
Arkansas, USA. Districts that earned this special recognition
boast a high percentage of clubs participating in the Rotary
Youth Exchange program, actively engage alumni, and offer a wide range of
programs and activities for students, host families, and volunteers.
High-achieving districts make a special effort to send representatives to several
Youth Exchange conferences, where they learn best practices and share their
successes with other districts. The NAYEN Outstanding District of the Year
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award went to District 4100 (parts of northwest Mexico) for its exceptional
efforts and ability to promote the success of the Rotary Youth Exchange
program within the district. How do you share your success with other clubs
and districts to strengthen Rotary Youth Exchange?
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News and updates
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District 7020 (Anguilla, parts of Bahamas, British Virgin Islands, Cayman
Islands, Haiti, Jamaica, Saint Barthelémy, Saint Martin, Sint Maarten, Turks &
Caicos Islands, U.S. Virgin Islands) is certified to participate in outbound
Rotary Youth Exchanges; it can send, but not host, exchange participants.
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View our complete listing of noncertified districts.
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Do you have a Rotary Youth Exchange story
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If you have a story from your year abroad, if your experience as a host family
changed your life, if you met new friends and professional connections
through your alumni association, tell us about it! Send your story to
youthexchange@rotary.org. It could be featured in this newsletter, on the
Rotary Voices blog, or on our Rotary Reconnect Facebook page.
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MAKE A RECURRING GIFT AND SUPPORT ROTARY
YEAR-ROUND

T IEE - X CEE TN Lt



http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/60630254:29993182491:m:1:2735045274:CC15C7578EB5351DDEEBFF658E213973:r
mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/60630255:29993182491:m:1:2735045274:CC15C7578EB5351DDEEBFF658E213973:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/60630256:29993182491:m:1:2735045274:CC15C7578EB5351DDEEBFF658E213973:r

Support our efforts to do good year-round by
making a recurring gift - a simple and secure way to
make a big impact.
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GET INVOLVED!
R fjde » |

Make a difference in your community, and in communities around the
world, by volunteering on a Rotary club project.
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Upcoming events
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20th Annual Japan Youth Exchange Conference
Shizuoka, Japan
16-17 May
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2015 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention
Sdo Paulo
4-5 June
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2015 Rotary International Convention
Sao Paulo
6-9 June
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2015 EEMA Conference
Antalya, Turkey
4-6 Spetember
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Resources & reference
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Rotary Youth Exchange LinkedIn group
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Rotary Service Connections blog
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Rotary Code of Policies
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Rotary Program Participation Survey
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Youth Exchange Directory (district and multidistrict Youth Exchange chairs can
access by signing in to Rotary.org)
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Youth Exchange is a source of news, resources, and event details for those who
promote global understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program
available every other month.
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Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
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