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Your vote changed their lives: United Miles recipients share their stories
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Because of your votes, Rotary received 3.3 million miles from United Airlines’ 10 Million
Charity Miles giveaway last year, and those miles sent students from around the world on
unforgettable yearlong exchanges. Certified districts selected exceptional candidates with
financial need to receive miles covering their round-trip airfare. Monique, a student from a
Native American pueblo in New Mexico who was selected for an exchange in Brazil,
acknowledges, “Throughout my life, I have had to overcome many obstacles that have
made me the person | am today.” Maia, who is studying in Ecuador, says that “in a family
of six, my options for travel have been rather limited.” Despite the challenges, these
charismatic, intelligent, and optimistic exchange students all agree that their time abroad
will be the beginning of a lifelong journey of cultural discovery. “I know I'll be bringing the
world together in understanding,” says DeWayne, who realized his dream to travel from
his home in Arkansas, USA, to Italy. Mayra, who will be the first person in her family to
attend college and who is a role model to three younger siblings, believes this kind of
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experience is what moves people “to eradicate diseases, build communities, fight famine,

and create lasting changes.”
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Your vote in this year’s United Charity Miles giveaway, in December, could help change the
lives of more deserving students. Check back at www.rotary.org for more details and to
cast your vote!
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Also, consider donating miles to provide free airfare for people in need of lifesaving
surgery and for other worthy causes.
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What's happening #7# %

40 years after their Netherlands exchanges, alumni from around the world reunite
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Rotary Youth Exchange alumni from the United States, Canada, and
South Africa reconnected recently, 40 years after their exchanges in the
Netherlands, to visit with their host families and friends, revisit favorite
places, and share memories of their year abroad. The alumni, who’ve
remained close over the years, reflected about how their year as Rotary
exchange students created lifelong connections. Said Mike: “Rotary
International provided us an experience that shaped our lives, and we are all grateful.”
How do you stay in touch with your host family, friends, and fellow alumni? Complete our
Rotary Program Participation Survey, follow our Rotary Reconnect Facebook page, learn

about alumni associations, and send your story to youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Join us in S&o Paulo — register by 15 December and save
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Join us at the 2015 Rotary International Convention, 6-9 June in Sao JOIN ME IN
Paulo, Brazil, to experience the energy of a Brazilian Carnival party,
explore a bustling metropolis bursting with creativity and diversity, and il
learn innovative ways to make a difference locally and globally. Reqgister
for the convention by 15 December for the best value. And take a selfie
to show that you’re on your way to #ricon15!
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Youth Exchange officers can also attend the YEO Preconvention, 4-5 June, for a separate
fee of $50. Registration for the preconvention can be completed as a part of your
convention registration online or by downloading the form. Connect with leaders from
around the world who share your passion for Youth Exchange! Share our social media
graphics and tag your friends to invite them to join you in S&o Paulo.
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A cultural adventure inspires self-confidence
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Melanie found more than exotic food, a new language, and unfamiliar
architecture during her year in Nara, Japan. Although initially
overwhelmed by her host country’s unique customs, she quickly adapted
to her new environment, discovering a new confidence and pragmatism. ;
A year later, she graduated with honors, speaks three languages, and -_,_.'-_:'r': s
recently finished writing a novel. “I fully believe my success this far was because of the
opportunities I've had through Rotary,” she says. The support she received from her host
families, sponsor District 7255 (New York, USA), and members of the Rotary Club of Nara
sealed her determination to join Rotary in the future.
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Ask Youth Exchange alumni to share their stories at your club meeting, district conference,
or outbound orientation. Learn more about Rotary’s resources for connecting with alumni.
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News and updates #7H ¥r { #%

Newly certified districts
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One new district has been added to the list of those that are fully certified to participate in
Rotary Youth Exchange: District 4455 (part of Peru) can now host and send exchange
participants.

A - BREFRTNGERBT P EIHET L THFERIINEFT L 24T 144550 F
(Fed 306 % 5 «

View our complete listing of noncertified districts.
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GIVE THE GIFT OF ROTARY
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Every year, hundreds of thousands of people benefit
from projects funded by The Rotary Foundation.
Help change lives through Rotary.
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GET INVOLVED!
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Make a difference in your community, or in communities around the
world, by volunteering on a Rotary club project.
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Upcoming events iT#f i% &

2015 North American Youth Exchange Network (NAYEN) Conference
Little Rock, Arkansas, USA

20-22 February
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2015 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention
Séo Paulo

4-5 June
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2015 Rotary International Convention
Sao Paulo

6-9 June
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Resources & reference T ke $% F#

Connect in our newly combined LinkedIn group
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Find inspiration on the Rotary Service Connections blog
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Answer your policy questions with the Rotary Code of Policies
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Rotary Program Participation Survey
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Access the latest Youth Exchange Directory by signing in to Rotary.org (for district and
multidistrict Youth Exchange chairs)
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Youth Exchange is a bimonthly source of news, resources, and event details for those who promote global
understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program.
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Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
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