Rotary > <! Youth Exchange

July 2014 | Connecting students and communities around the world
2014 73 § 0 EXHTIE | RRL2BAF L ARE

Youth Exchange family reunites at convention in Sydney
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Youth Exchange is a transformational experience for thousands of young people, host
families, and Rotarians, and starts participants on a lifelong journey of international
friendship. Watch the participant from a Youth Exchange in central Queensland,
Australia, 35 years ago reconnect with her host at the Rotary International Convention
in Sydney last month. Also, read about one student's eye-opening year abroad.
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Join our Rotary Youth Exchange LinkedIn group to connect with fellow alumni,
volunteers, and officers around the world who share your passion for international
fellowship.
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August is Membership Month, but the strength of Rotary is about much more than its
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activities. Share your photos using the hashtag #WeAreRotary on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram and they could be featured on Rotary’s Facebook page and Rotary.org.
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My Rotary Youth Exchange — this year has
opened my eyes
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Posted on July 21, 2014 by Rotary International
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Victoria Alvarez and other youth exchange students during their trip to the West Coast of the
United States.
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By Victoria Alvarez, a Rotary Youth Exchange student from Argentina to the United

States
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Most of you have probably heard of Rotary Youth Exchange, and maybe some of you
have even been involved with the program. | recently completed my exchange year in
the United States, and wanted to share the perspective of someone who has just taken

part in one.
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| come from Argentina, a little country on the edge of South America that you may have
heard of recently because of the World Cup. It is in many ways very different from the
United States. In signing up for an exchange to America, | stepped out alone into a
culture unlike any | had experienced, in an unfamiliar environment, in a house | did not
know, to live with people | did not know. Leaving behind family, friends, and most of
what was familiar.
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And despite all that, or maybe because of it, this year has opened my eyes and helped
me grow as a person far more than any previous year in my life. How many teenagers
can say they helped other Rotary members with a Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
(RYLA) event, taking part in planning and learning leadership skills alongside other
young adults? Or how many teenagers can say they are not from one country but two?
That they have learned to appreciate the beauty in simple things? That money can
never compare with love? And that hard work can make all the difference and give you
more than you could ever ask through the joy that comes from helping others and doing
good in the world?
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https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/take-action/empower-leaders/organize-ryla-event
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These are some of the valuable things | learned during my exchange. | have learned
there’s more than one way to do things, that things are not always black and white.
Humans are the same everywhere, we just do thing differently and speak different
Ianguages On the inside, at the heart level, we are all the same.
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| can honestly say my exchange assisted me in differentiating right from wrong. But
more than that, | can see that different is not always wrong, it is just different.
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| built friends over a period of a year, and sometimes even in the course of a single
week — friendships that | hope will last a lifetime.

hig- A4 NE2 T g hLAE o GG A- BASTPRE AT % 0 AF
J E:M ]FB 2 A F—E—.“ i;fg:lpg—;&g‘_

So, | say to you, if you have the opportunity of hosting an exchange student, please do
so. You will learn as much as the student you host. And if, through Rotary, you have the
opportunity to go on Youth Exchange, go for it. You will never regret it.
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During my stay in the U.S., | took part in a trip to the West Coast with other exchange

student from all over the world. | am hoping to be able to reunite with some of them

during Rotary’s International Convention in Sao Paulo in 2015.
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Finally, | say thank you Rotary, and all who support the Youth Exchange program, for
this awesome experience, one that you give to more than 3,000 youth a year
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What'’s happening
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Youth Exchange alumnus finds hope through service
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Former Youth Exchange participant, motivational speaker, and Ms.
Veteran USA finalist Amanda Wirtz tells her story of overcoming
personal challenges by committing her life to service and asking,
“who do you want to be?” Visit her website or like her on Facebook

to learn more about her inspiring message.
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Leadership training creates opportunities for exchange
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Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) is an exciting and fun way to make new
friends, maximize your potential, and explore new places. Learn how RYLA opened
the door to Youth Exchange for high school student Maricarmen J aime
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Find a Rotary club in your area to learn more about upcoming
RYLA events, follow us on Facebook to connect around the globe, and discover

resources to organize a RYLA event in your community. See the unique ways RYLA
empowers leaders in District 1070 1England) and District 6760 (Tennessee, USA).
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Announcing Rotary Youth Exchange United Miles Contest winners
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Thank you to everyone who participated in the Rotary Youth Exchange United Miles
Contest, which awards Youth Exchange students a round-trip airline ticket, provided
by United Airlines, for exchanges conducted in the 2014-15 Rotary year. The winners,
who might otherwise not be able to go on exchange, embody Rotary’s commitment to
community leadership and serve as proud cultural ambassadors
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Congratulations to:
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e Andrea from Peru, going on exchange in the United States
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e Maia from the United States, going on exchange in Ecuador
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e Mayra from the United States, going on exchange in Brazil
kpER-TALT G2 2#EE 4 Mayra

e Quintin from Canada, going on exchange in Japan
Kptekx ~mAp 22 4EE 4 Quintin

e Thando from South Africa, going on exchange in Germany
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Check back for updates about these students’ stories and exchange experiences.
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Another contest will be held for districts with students on Southern Hemisphere
school schedules, and Youth Exchange staff will send information about it in the next
few weeks. If you have questions, contact youthexchange@rotary.org
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News and updates
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Newly certified districts
F:\Lﬁb ?F

Two districts have been added to the list of those that are fully certified to participate
in Rotary Youth Exchange: District 9370 (Lesotho and South Africa) and District 3190
(parts of Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka, India) can now both host and send exchange
participants.
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Also, District 3051 (India) is certified to participate in outbound only Rotary Youth
Exchange and can send, but not host exchange participants.

B b 3051 3 R (B R)ERRGET M FERRT 0 & L R Rkt A
FELEEL

-

View our complete listing of currently noncertified districts.
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2015 Rotary International Convention update
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RI President Gary C.K. Huang and the RI Board have changed the
dates of the 2015 Rotary International Convention in Sao Paulo to
Saturday, 6 June, through Tuesday, 9 June -- starting and T
ending one day earlier than previously scheduled. The dates were changed to avoid the
traffic likely to accompany one of the city’s most popular parades, which will be held
on the convention’s original opening day.
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The Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention is also now scheduled one day earlier,
Thursday-Friday, 4-5 June. However, the YEO Banquet will be still be held as
originally scheduled, on 5 June.
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Questions? Contact youthexchange@rotary.org
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TELL YOUR ROTARY STORY
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Find materials to promote your club in Rotary's new Brand Center,
including logos, customizable templates, and guidelines.
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GET INVOLVED!
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Make a difference in your community, or in communities around the world, by volunteering
on a Rotary club project.
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Upcoming events
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Note: This list is informational only and does not constitute an endorsement of any
event. Please contact event organizers for details.
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2014 Europe, Eastern Mediterranean, Africa (EEMA) Conference
Oslo, Norway

22-24 August
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2014 Rotary Youth Exchange Australia (RYEA) Conference

Townsville, Queensland, Australia
10-12 October
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2014 Brazilian YEOQ Meeting
Campo Grande, Brazil
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2015 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention
Sao Paulo

4-5 June

2015 F P EIHER £ £

iR

67 450

2015 Rotary International Convention
Sao Paulo
6-9 June
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Resources & reference
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Connect in our newly combined LinkedIn group
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Find inspiration on the Rotary Service Connections blog
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Answer vour policy questions with the Rotary Code of Policies
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Rotary Program Participation Survey
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Access the latest Youth Exchange Directory by signing in to Rotary.org (for district
and multidistrict Youth Exchange chairs)
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Youth Exchange is published every two months to provide news, resources, and event details for those who promote
global understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program.

FOERETIEEA B AT SR RS ORI T 0 & L R LR L
PRI L TR R

Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
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