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RI Director Celia Elena Cruz De Giay (left) and Rl President Ron Burton recognize Lucia
Gomez Garcia during the Presidential New Generations Conference in Rosario, Argentina.
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‘You are never too young to change the world’
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A featured speaker at the Presidential New Generations Conference in Rosario,
Argentina, in March was 9-year-old Lucia Gomez Garcia. Lucia’s inspirational
speech declared that no one is ever too young to change the world. Read her
speech, and more about the Presidential New Generations Conference on Rotary
Voices.
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When RI President Ron Burton asked me to convene one of his five Presidential
New Generations Conferences, | was thrilled with the idea. | know firsthand the
potential our youth represent, especially after accompanying my husband, Luis
Vicente, as President of Rotary International in 1996-97, as we took part in 21
Presidential Conferences for New Generations around the world that year. Luis’



and the creation of Rotary clubs composed of young people.
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So, | accepted the responsibility, appointed a dedicated group of Rotarians from
District 4940 to organize the event, and we worked intensely for a year to plan the
conference for 15 March in Rosario, Argentina. When the day arrived, our dream
became reality as more than 1,600 new generations representatives from 29
different countries attended.
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President Ron met with many young people as he presided over the conference,
exchanging ideas and sharing his experiences and asking about theirs. Many
Rotary members also shared, and we were all inspired by what we heard.
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One young speaker in particular stood out. Lucia Gomez Garcia, only 9 years old,
shared this with us:
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“Many people may think that kids our age are too young to change the world. Then |
ask: At what age should we start? School has not taught that to me. Should we be
more than 30 years old? Maybe people aged 18 to 30 could do it? Perhaps
adolescents between 12 and 17 could do it ?
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Let’s have a look at the example of MalalaYuosafzay. She was only 13 when she
claimed freedom of education for women in Pakistan. Last year, speaking at the
United Nations she said: ‘A child, a teacher, a pencil and a book can change the
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My idea to CHANGE THE WORLD is that Rotary increasingly continues to support
New Generations. We are kids, do small things, but working with other kids our age,
we can generate similar ideas in other people and achieve results that will allow us
to realize that IT IS POSSIBLE to change the world for the better.
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If you remember, when you were kids and you were asked what you wanted to be
when older, you said: firefighter, police officer, doctor, teacher. You naturally chose
service-oriented professions. So, young people and Rotary leaders, you have the
keys in your hands, so that when you ask a child what he or she wants to be when
they grow up, they can answer: “l want to be a Rotarian.”
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Speeches like this touched our hearts and made us more aware of why we need to
give prominence to youth in Rotary. Our Presidential New Generations Conference
will be remembered as an excellent opportunity to strengthen the bonds between
Rotary and young people and to share with them a common aspiration to work for a
better world.
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Rotary Voices: ‘Rotary Youth Exchange shaped my life’
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Denise DiNoto tells how her exchange to Tasmania gave her more
confidence in her abilities.
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Read about her experience as one of the first students with a mobility impairment to participate in
Rotary Youth Exchange on Rotary Voices.
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Rotary Youth Exchange shaped my life
BBRFIFEXBRATBETRGLER

Posted on April 29, 2014by Rotary International
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Denise DiNoto .
By Denise DiNoto, Rotary Club of Colonie-Guilderland, New York, USA
£ [ 42 #) Colonie-Guilderland # # 7+ Denise DiNoto # x

In August 1990, | left my hometown in rural upstate New York, for a year as an
exchange student to Tasmania, Australia. The experience helped shape my adult life,
as it has for many other exchange students. However, my situation was unique
because | was one of the first students with a mobility impairment to participate in
Rotary Youth Exchange.
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At the time of my exchange, | was able to walk short distances but used a manual

wheelchair for the majority of my community mobility. | was unable to independently

climb stairs, stand from a low chair, climb into a bathtub, or pick myself off the floor if |

fell, which | did quite gracefully about once every month.
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Denise and Samantha during Samantha’s exchange year.
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There were people who doubted how well | would do in an exchange because of my
disability. They questioned how | would thrive in a foreign country and if | could ask
strangers for help. Some wondered how | would participate in exchange activities, such
as the nearly month-long tour around Australia — a highlight of the exchange. A few
even suggested | excuse myself from the tour because | might be a burden on other



students with my need for regular assistance.
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But Rotarians believed in me, selecting me to be a representative of my country and
Rotary. When others questioned my decision to leave home at age 16 and live for a
year on the other side of the world, Rotarians gave me a chance to live my dream.
Rotarians supported and encouraged me throughout my year abroad. Because
Rotarians believed in me, | became more confident in my abilities.
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Lessons | learned during my exchange still resonate. Independence is not doing
everything on your own. It is recognizing that asking for help can increase your
opportunity to fully engage in the activities of your choice. Strength is not the ability to
climb Kings Canyon with 80 other exchange students. It is advocating for your rights
when facing discrimination from those in power. Home is not just the place you were
born. Home can be wherever you find love and friendship.
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Rotarians supported and encouraged me throughout my
year abroad. Because Rotarians believed in me, | became
more confident in my abilities.
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As part of the arrangement with Tasmania, my home club also welcomed an exchange
student with a disability. Samantha “Sam” Brundle was born with a rare congenital
heart defect and came to New York on exchange in 1995. My parents hosted Sam, and
her year started her on a course she could never have imagined. Returning to
Australia, she went to work for Club Med, met the love of her life, married, and settled
in Sydney. Her family was told at birth she would live just a few years. Samantha died
in 2006 at the age of 30.
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| will always be grateful to those special Rotarian supporters, in the United States and
in Australia. | hope they fully understand how much their confidence transformed me
into a confident, well-rounded adult. Now that | am a Rotarian, | am honored to be back
in the Rotary family, performing service for others.
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Learn more about starting a Rotary Youth Exchange
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Denise DiNoto works as an outreach advocate for people with disabilities at Consumer
Directed Choices and has held title and leadership roles with the Ms. Wheelchair
America advocacy program. Active in the community, she is president of The College
of St. Rose Alumni Association and a member of the Colonie-Guilderland, New York,
Rotary Club.
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Youth Exchange student competes on The Voice of Belgium

FOERBBAE SN [ HFFAFEST YR

Alice Dutoit competed on The Voice of Belgium (The Voice Belgique)
television show shortly after returning from her yearlong exchange in
Oregon.
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She states that participating in the Rotary Youth Exchange program gave her the confidence and courage

to compete on the show.
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Watch her audition
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TELL YOUR ROTARY STORY
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Find materials to promote your club in Rotary's new Brand Center,
including logos, customizable templates, and guidelines.
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CREATE POSITIVE CHANGE AT THE CONVENTION
ABBREDG RS

Volunteer on a service project and help make a difference while in Sydney for the 2014
Rotary International Convention.
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Upcoming Events
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19th Annual Japan Youth Exchange Conference
Fukushima, Japan

24-25 May

For more information, contact 2530fukushimakaigi@gmail.com.
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Webinar: Lifecycle of a Service Project (Part 5) — Evaluation and Promotion
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20 May, 10:00-11:00 Chicago time (UTC-5) (English)
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20 May, 18:00-19:00 Chicago time (UTC-5) (English)
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Check your local time.
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In this final webinar of the five-part series, you will:
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e Learn about the importance of comparing project outcomes to original goals,
and how to capitalize on lessons learned
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e Understand how to evaluate your project and maximize its sustainability
B AR T3P R R R R R R o954k -

e Learn about available Rotary resources to help you share your service project
story with the world
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Space is limited to 500 attendees, so register today! Webinars in French, Japanese,
Portuguese, and Spanish will be held in June and July.
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View slides and watch a recording from part 4 of this series, about project
implementation
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2014 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention Meeting

Sydney, Australia

30-31 May

Volunteers new and old can discover new ideas, develop friendships, and make
connections for future exchanges.
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Rotary Youth Exchange Australia (RYEA) Tour of Australia

Sydney, Australia

23-28 May

All YEOs are invited to register for a tour of Australia 23-28 May, organized by Rotary

Youth Exchange Australia.
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Rotary Youth Exchange Australia (RYEA) Harbour Cruise
Sydney, Australia
31 May
A Harbour Cruise organized by Rotary Youth Exchange Australia will be held on
Saturday, 31 May from 19:00-23:00. This is a separate ticketed event for Youth
Exchange Officers to continue to network and socialize in a casual setting on Sydney
harbor. The four hour cruise will feature fireworks and a light show and includes dinner
and beverages. Tickets cost AU$115.00; the booking deadline is 27 May. For more
information, email kcassingena@toureast.net.
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2014 Europe, Eastern Mediterranean, Africa (EEMA) Conference
Oslo, Norway
22-24 August
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2014 Rotary Youth Exchange Australia (RYEA) Conference
Townsville, Australia



10-12 October
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2014 Brazilian YEO Meeting
Campo Grande, Brazil

13-15 November
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Do you know of an event we should add to this list? Email us at
youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Resources & reference
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Connect in our newly combined LinkedIn group
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Find inspiration on the Rotary Service Connections blog
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Answer your policy questions with the Rotary Code of Policies
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Access the latest Youth Exchange Directory using My Rotary
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