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It takes boldness and initiative to succeed as an exchange student. A young woman from

Australia named Courtney learned that those qualities can also be helpful in creating the



opportunity for an exchange in the first place. Read the story of Courtney's unexpected
encounter with a tour bus full of exchange students, which sparked her interest in going on
a Youth Exchange herself.
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Why what goes on safari shouldn’t always stay on safari
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Courtney (center with hat in lap) meets the Rotary Youth Exchange safari earlier this year.
Photo courtesy of District 9800
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By Emanuel Tumino, a member of the Rotary Club of Footscray, Victoria, Australia
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A chance encounter on the side of a dusty road deep in the Queensland Outback will
forever change the life of one teen-ager, thanks to the magic of Rotary Youth Exchange.
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In March of 2012, | was one of three leaders for our annual safari tour for 16 inbound Youth
Exchange students which takes students deep into the Outback for a unique look at
Australia’s remote areas. The bus stopped for a coffee break along the highway at a town
of about 350 consisting of a few shops, houses, and a post office with the only cappuccino
machine in “town.”
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As Geoff, another of the tour’s leaders, and | walked to the post office for our java fix, we
noticed a teen girl sitting along the street watching traffic go by. She overhead us laughing
about going to the post office to buy coffee and chimed in about having to get a haircut at
the ladies dress shop. | realized this girl needed conversation.
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Introduction to Rotary Youth Exchange
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We stopped to talk and learned her name was Courtney, her father worked in the mines,

and she was schooled through a virtual classroom conducted over the Internet from a

studio in Alice Springs. She was one of only two teens in town, and spent Saturday

mornings watching the occasional vehicle go by.
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We explained the Rotary Youth Exchange program to her, and she accepted our invitation

to meet the 16 students from different countries. It was clear she was in her element for

those brief two to three minutes, and everyone shared Facebook information. | was the last

to board the bus after our goodbyes, and saw tears welling up in her eyes.
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We stayed in touch with Courtney through Facebook, but the bottom line was her family
simply couldn’t afford a Youth Exchange.
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In March of this year, | told Courtney’s story to this year’s group of inbound students, and to
a person they all agreed we should stop and see her. She had moved even further down
the highway to a town even more remote, nothing more than a toilet/bus stop on the
highway and a few houses a short distance away.
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And we almost missed her. There’s nothing to see in the town and most of us were half
asleep, so the bus drove straight past the stop, Courtney anxiously waiting. Luckily, one of
the other leaders had spotted her frantically waving, and we were able to loop back. Her
father later told us he had never seen Courtney run so fast across the paddocks as when
she ran back to the bus stop to wait for the return of the bus.
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We spent half an hour with Courtney and she had a great time with all 33 students. She
talked about her classes through the Internet and her part time job cattle mustering. She
wanted to go on an exchange, but her parents still couldn’t afford it.
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Heading to Brazil
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But this time, things were different. After many calls and communications with Rotary
District 9550, financial support was lined up and she was accepted into the Youth
Exchange program. While finances remain an issue, Courtney is saving as much as she
can and is looking for extra work where available.
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Except for her courage to jump into our conversation over a year ago, none of this would
have happened. That moment very well may be a turning point in her life. And she will
probably not fully realize the extent of it until after her exchange to Brazil.
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= Learn more about the opportunities Rotary Youth Exchange provides
-SRI T D RGO G

= Read an update about Courtney on the Rotary Club of Glen Eira’s blog
4 45 B3k Courtney /£ ¥ B WA hh AL SR XA 0 A R BT F

Poll: How do you debrief returning Youth Exchange students?
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When students return from an exchange, they are often looking for ways to apply what
they've learned as they readjust to life back home. Take our one-question poll to share the
kinds of activities your club or district offers to returning students and their families. We'll
publish poll results in a future newsletter.
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To mark the successful completion of an exchange, we invite you to customize and present
the new Rotary Youth Exchange Certificate of Achievement (available in A4 or 8.5x11
sizes) to students
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Former YEX students talk with Rl President Burton
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On 1 October Rotary International President Ron Burton talked with a group of Rotaractors
and young Rotarians, including two former Youth Exchange students, about how Rotary
clubs can include young people and empower them to take action. Watch a recording of the




conversation.
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Youth Exchange memories from social media
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"A turning point." "An incredible experience." "The best year of my life." These are some of
the ways people described their Youth Exchange experiences during New Generations
Month in September, when we invited people to use the hashtag #EngageYouthExchange.
Read more about how participants benefited from Youth Exchange and how their
exchanges affected the rest of their lives.
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Register for the YEO preconvention in Sydney
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Participants at the YEO Preconvention Meeting in Lisbon, Portugal
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The Rotarians who make Rotary Youth Exchange happen will come together to exchange
ideas at the Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention Meeting, 30-31 May in Sydney,
Australia. Volunteers new and old can discover new ideas, develop friendships, and make
connections for future exchanges.
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Find out more about reqistration and housing, and be sure to register by 15 December to
pay the lowest fees for the Rotary International Convention. Admission to the YEO




preconvention must be purchased separately for US$50.
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All YEOs are invited to register for a tour of Australia 23-28 May, organized by the Rotary
Youth Exchange Australia (RYEA) group.
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Be a part of Rotary's new visual identity
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If you've visited Rotary's website lately, you've seen examples of our bold new visual
identity in action. Many Rotarians and other members of the Rotary family are eager to
implement the new visual guidelines in their clubs and districts, and naturally, some have
questions about how to get started. Read more and see examples of how Rotarians are
using the new look to strengthen Rotary's image in their communities. You can also watch a
video tour of the My Rotary section of the new site.
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Rotary’s new visual identity has everyone talking. Some Rotarians like it and are already
using it, as you can see in the examples above. Others aren’t so sure. Even RI President
Ron Burton admits to being skeptical during the early stages of the Strengthening Rotary
initiative. But after asking many tough questions, he’s become a believer.
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“At the end of the day, we’re going to be way ahead on our public image and what people
think and know about Rotary,” says Burton.
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As you begin incorporating the new guidelines into your communications, keep the
following in mind:
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» Clubs do not need to discard any unused materials. We encourage you to follow
the new guidelines on materials you create in the future.
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» Clubs can use the free fonts recommended in the guidelines as an alternative to
the two recommended fonts that require licensing fees. It's your choice.
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» Your Rotary pin will not change. It remains the blue-and-gold metal logo that
identifies Rotarians worldwide.
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» The Strengthening Rotary initiative extends far beyond our visual identity. It
offers a new way to tell our Rotary story.
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Updated guidelines highlighting the flexibility of the voice and visual identity
recommendations will be available in the coming weeks with more tools and templates to
follow.
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“You’ve got to capture their eye,” says Burton of the new look. “If you capture their eye, you
can capture their heart.”
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See more examples of how clubs are adopting the new identity.
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Download the Voice and Visual Identity Guidelines and review the frequently asked

questions.
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Read how to Help Strengthen Rotary’s Image and a news release explaining why it's
important to Rotary’s future.
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Promote the Interact video contest
KRBV ERHFEAVALEEZER

enterthe '
4th Annual

Interact
Video Contest!

Are there current or former Youth Exchange students who are members of Interact clubs in
your district? Invite them to tell their Interact club's story for a chance to win US$500 toward
their next service project.
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Spread the word with our promotional video and make sure Interactors know to submit their
entries by 2 December.
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Latest Youth Exchange Directory
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The Youth Exchange Directory is updated and emailed quarterly, but the current version
can be downloaded anytime from the Youth Exchange workgroup site. If you are a district
or multidistrict chair, you can access the site by clicking on Rotary Workgroups from your
profile page after signing in to My Rotary. Note: In order to sign in, district and multidistrict
chairs must use the same email address they used when they registered for an account.
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If you help administer exchanges and do not have the most recent directory, contact your
district or multidistrict chair.
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Answers to your policy questions
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The Rotary Code of Policies (PDF in English) contains details about the Youth Exchange
program. The most relevant sections are Youth Protection (2.110), District Finances
(17.060), and Youth Exchange (41.060).
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Translated versions of these sections are available on the Rotary Youth Exchange
workgroup site, which district and multidistrict chairs can access by clicking on Rotary
Workgroups from their profile pages after signing in to My Rotary or by contacting
youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Upcoming events
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Webinar: Lifecycle of a Service Project (Part 1): Overview and Introduction
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initiatives. In Part 1:

24 September, 10:00-11:00 Chicago time
(UTC-5) (English)
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24 September 18:00-19:00 Chicago time
(UTC-5) (English)
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Check your local time
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Later this month Rotary will begin a five-part
webinar series that will highlight strategies,
best practices, and Rotary resources
available to help clubs and districts
undertake successful, sustainable service
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» Learn how service projects support Rotary’s strategic plan
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» Understand the stages of a service project and the importance of each
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» Hear examples of service projects undertaken by Rotarians and Rotaractors, and

lessons that participants learned
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The webinar is limited to 500 attendees, so register today by clicking on one of the links
above. Sessions will be held in October in French,German,Japanese,Korean,Portuguese,

and Spanish. #8kat3t € 12 500 A% /m > 3F
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NAYEN 2014 Conference
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6-9 March

Presidential New Generations Conference
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Buenos Aires, Argentina [T 4% 3& i & 3 37 S 87

15 March



San Francisco Bay Area, USA £ B % & L 2 &
28-30 March

Birmingham, England 3% R 46 84 &
14 April

Rotary Youth Exchange Multidistrict Taiwan Conference
BREBRFIVFIBEHAFTELT R

Taichung, Taiwan & % & +

26-27 April

Email conference chair Archi Liu for details.

2014 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention Meeting
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Sydney, Australia 4% 2 #:

30-31 May

All YEOs are invited to register for a tour of Australia 23-28 May, organized by the 2013-14
Youth Exchange Committee and the Host Organizing Committee.
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Do you know of an event we should add to this list? Email us at
youthexchange@rotary.org. & & & 408 FAET T Ahw AR K B85S ? 213
youthexchange@rotary.org -

Contact us
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Contact Rl Youth Exchange staff iRk 5V F R0 K B H L B H
youthexchange@rotary.org

Phone: +1-847-866-3421

Fax: +1-847-556-2182




