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YEX alumna: “Don’t ask what the world needs”
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Elsa Soto Garcia’s travel experiences inspired her to
learn new languages, consider different perspectives,
and join a Rotaract club back home. As she considers
the direction she wants her life to take, she emphasizes
the importance of following one’s passion rather than
focusing on the world’s needs. Read her story on Rotary
Voices.
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Don’t ask what the world needs
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By Elsa Soto Garcia, president of the Rotaract Club of Mexicali Industrial, Mexico
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| have recently found a phrase that | want to share with you today. It is “Don’t ask yourself
what the world needs, ask yourself what makes you come alive and go and do that,
because what the world needs is more people that have come alive.”
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When | first saw this phrase, | stared at it for awhile slightly confused. Don’t ask what the
world needs — that's a strong statement, and at first seemed to contradict Rotary’s
“Service above Self” philosophy. But then | realized the wisdom of asking people to find
their real passion, and the power that unlocks.
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This year, | am facing a crossroad in life. This question touched my heart. What is my
passion? The path that | have been following during these past 25 years has taken me to so
many places and countries. | thought about all that I've seen, the projects that | have
achieved, the hands that | have reached, and the friends that I've made. It lead me to an
obvious answer. My passion is to travel.
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What a wonderful thing it is to travel. | have learned many things about life and about
people. But still the best lesson | learned through traveling is how to embrace different
cultures. Sometimes it has not been easy. But when | made their story my own, saw
through their eyes, and took in the meaning of their traditions, the prejudgments in my mind
vanished.
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So far | have learned five languages and hope to learn more. To travel is to grow as a

human, to experience the wonders this world has to offer as you reach for them with

curiosity.
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Traveling is an endless education. It makes me come alive, as | take an active part in the
world, and share my culture and beliefs. | have combined this passion with Rotary, since |
took part of in a Rotary Youth Exchange and now | continue contributing through Rotaract
service projects. Our district hosts six Rotaractors from all over the world each year, as they



travel for 15 days across northern Mexico. | especially enjoy taking part in hosting the
visitors in my city Mexicali, and visiting Rotaract clubs in other countries.
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| invite you to travel and go beyond being a tourist. Push yourself to embrace the local
culture to understand how it differs, and yet shares things in common, with your own.
Traveling builds compassion, understanding, and global peace.

S L S B S L R R SR ER ARt
AR RREAREE b i A R T RN AT e B e T

It is OK not to ask what the world need, because when the world has more passionate
Rotarians, Rotaractors, and Interactors, working side-by-side to make the world a better
place, the world will have what it needs.

FARAVUAIHFRLRAGZEAA > FL G R L S AFTOHRBAAR Ky ERABE
fobdh b ERFBE A RIA L FRLRARELELHE SRE R BEETE G- 2 o

Reminder: Submit inbound student datas
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When districts submit information about their inbound students, they help to create a
snapshot of Rotary Youth Exchange activities worldwide. Make sure your district complies
with the RI Code of Policies by sending data about inbound students to
youthexchanqe@rotarv org at the beginning of each exchange, whether long or short term.
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The information can be sent as an Excel spreadsheet, Word documents, or scanned copies
of guarantee forms, as long as the content is Iegible and includes:
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o Exchange type
4
« Student name and contact details in home country
Fiuramp BEie
« Gender
el
« Date of birth
Md & op
« Emergency contact information
e Sponsor district
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« Host district
BEFEE W
e Host club
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« Host parent contact details (if applicable)
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« Host counselor contact information (if applicable)
BEWER R TRTRE T )

Please submit student data for 2013-14 exchanges and work with your partner districts to
ensure that they do the same.
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A new Rotary.org is coming soon!
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In August, Rotary will unveil its new website, which will offer a variety of dynamic features
including:
BT RS 8 OF » b P MR ELFEI B IR > o

e« A customized experience — By signing in when you visit the site, you will get a
view that’s personalized according to your preferences.
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« Member profiles — You can post your own Rotary profile and connect with
Rotarians, clubs, and districts to exchange ideas and share upcoming events.
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« Enhanced search — You will be able to easily search and navigate the site to find
the information you need quickly.
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Post-exchange survey for students

LHSEIFINE

You can help to improve the Rotary Youth Exchange program by encouraging
students —both inbound and outbound — to complete a post-exchange survey. The aim of
the survey, which was developed by a group of Youth Exchange officers supported by the
North American Youth Exchange Network and the Europe/East Mediterranian/Africa Youth
Exchange Officers Conference, is to reduce the number of early returns and improve the
guality of exchanges.
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Read all about the Lisbon convention
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Rotarians and other members of the family of Rotary
gathered in Lisbon in June to exchange ideas and make
connections. Read news stories, hear from individual
participants on Rotary Voices, and review presentations
on SlideShare.
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Your feedback about predeparture support
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When we asked in our last issue what kind of support you provide for outbound students
before they depart, popular options were safe-travel tips, connections with current inbounds
or alumni, and cross-cultural training. View the poll results to learn more about what other
districts are doing.
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Latest Youth Exchange Directory
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The Youth Exchange Directory is updated and emailed quarterly, but the first edition of the
2013-14 directory will be available on 15 July on the Youth Exchange workgroup site. All
district and multidistrict chairs should visit the site regularly by clicking on Rotary
Workgroups on the Member Access welcome page. Note: In order to sign in, district and
multidistrict chairs must use the same email address they used when they registered for a
Member Access account.
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If you help administer exchanges and do not have the most recent directory, contact your
district or multidistrict chair.
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Answers to your policy questions
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The Rotary Code of Policies (PDF in English) contains details regarding the Youth
Exchange program. The most relevant sections are Youth Protection (2.110), District
Finances (17.060), and Youth Exchange (41.060).
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Translated versions of these sections are available on the Rotary Youth Exchange
Workgroup site, which district and multidistrict chairs can access by logging on to Member
Access or by contacting youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Upcoming events
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61st EEMA Conference

Rome

30 August-1 September
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33rd Brazilian YEO Meeting
Porto de Galinhas, Brazil

7-9 November
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2014 NAYEN Conference

Cancun, Mexico

6-9 March
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Do you know of an event we should add to this list? Email us at
youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Contact us
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Contact RI Youth Exchange staff
youthexchange@rotary.org
Phone: +1-847-866-3421

Fax: +1-847-556-2182

GRS RS £ B E
youthexchange@rotary.org

@ 35 1 +1-847-866-3421

% E . +1-847-556-2182



mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org
mailto:youthexchange@rotary.org

