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New Generations participants promote peace
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Young people around the world are finding ways to
. promote Peace Through Service in their
communities. Here are two examples:
 EHRERGFRAGHFREET X ELREEZ

ABIEE " R ER T FE o KIIRT I HE
BlF -
g/ o Interactor Haley from the Interact Club of

~ West Feliciana High School in St. Francisville,

-~ Louisiana, USA, won the Interact Peace Through

Service postcard contest with her design featured
above. View all the entries and share your favorites
on social media. Haley and her mother will receive
round-trip airfare to the Rotary Global Peace Forum
in Honolulu, Hawaii, 25-27 January. Their prize comes from the 2.5 million charity miles that Rotary
received last year through the United Airlines 10 Million Charity Miles Giveaway.
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e Rotaractor Susanne Bittner joined more than 1,800 people, including many New
Generations participants, at the first Rotary Global Peace Forum in Berlin. Read her post on
the Rotary Voices
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RI President Sakuji Tanaka encourages clubs and districts to organize community peace forums
that involve Youth Exchange students and other New Generations participants and challenge them
to promote peace in their everyday lives.
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Do you have examples of Youth Exchange students taking action for peace? Send them to
youthexchange@rotary.org and we may feature them in a future newsletter.
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Personal reflections from the Berlin peace forum
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By Susanne Biittner, online editor of the German Rotary Magazine and a member of Rotaract in English and
German
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Over the past years, | have been fortunate to attend many Rotary
International events in various countries. At each, | have enjoyed
the hospitality and friendliness of the hosts, so | was excited
when | heard that RI President Sakuji Tanaka chose to hold the
first of three Rotary Global Peace Forums in my home country. |
would have an opportunity to return some of the hospitality | have
received.

ABEEFE BAFSLRIAALRABMGBAEKBEE - H—
RS EE) RABAERR K B P B A 6 BB RAF SR b 0 R 3E > bR
% 2o B IR AL R B P AR REEIF A R B ZRM =5k K
B P ey F s BB AR E 5 R AL BILRK G R
A ARG E IR AT BT HE 69 B RS

More than 1,800 Rotarians, Rotaractors, Youth Exchange
Students, Peace Fellows, spouses and guests from 46 countries
attended the forum. Isn’t that amazing? The forum included
guests from Lebanon as well as Ghana, Canada, Poland, and

Purtairy Global Pence Fovums France, to name just a few countries.
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Less than 25 years ago this would not have been possible. Germany was divided by a wall. The
theme of this peace conference, “Peace Without Borders,” would have sounded like nothing but a
dream.

AR BINA 25 FATARTRELAY - TRHOERME —ESESTE 0 SANE FRILRBENE
BT R PREEAR ) Hit R RA—FE -

| belong to the last generation born in the former German Democratic Republic and as a child | did
not understand why my family and | were not allowed to see my cousins who lived in Western
Germany. Or why we could not travel to all those places my Dad told me about, but that he had only
seen on pictures as well. What would you tell your child?
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The division of our country is history. But in other parts of the world, there are still man-made
borders that block peace. It became clear to my parents that they did not want to raise their child in
an environment of suffering and persecution, so the finally took huge risks to flee the country.
Thanks to people like my parents, and the countless people that took to the street to demonstrate
with candles during the friendly revolution of 1989, we now have the chance to meet in Berlin to hold
the first Rotary peace forum. Just a few steps away from where the Berlin Wall used to split the city
and country.
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It was such a motivating weekend. It is not a matter of course that people from all over the world
gather together in one room with no anger, fear, or suspicion. But with Rotary it is. And this is one of
the many reasons why | am thankful to be part of this great organization.
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In the Berlin Declaration of Peace that was signed during the Global Peace Forum it says “Peace is
not a final destination to be reached, but an active and continuous process. All of us are capable of
becoming peacemakers in our own lives, and through our words and actions, we will demonstrate
that peace is possible.” It is now on us to turn these words into deeds.
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A global perspective
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Former Youth Exchange student Becky Sturm from Chilliwack, Canada (D5050), learned some
amazing lessons during her exchange in Spain. She also found time for community service while
she was there. Read more of her story.
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Rotary exchange gives Chilliwack youth a global perspective
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Rebecca “Becky” Sturm completed her Grade 11 in Spain as part of the Rotary Youth Exchange.
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When Becky Sturm met her host family for the first
time after the long flight from Vancouver to Spain,
there was a moment when she had a serious
second thought about the Rotary exchange
program.
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Thinking Becky knew the language fluently, the

family spoke to the tired Grade 11 Sardis Secondary
e — student like she was a native.
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“What have | gotten myself into?” she remembers thinking with a laugh.
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Becky, now in Grade 12 and back at Sardis, quickly explained to her hosts that while she had
taken several language courses in preparation for the program, she still had much to learn.
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That moment of doubt passed quickly — soon replaced by an experience she says she’ll treasure
for the rest of her life.
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Becky is no stranger to the Rotary Exchange program. Her family has been welcoming
international students into their home since she was in Grade 3.
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Indeed, she says, “l don’t remember a time in my life when my parents have not been involved in
Rotary exchange.”
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The Rotary Youth Exchange program has been around for more than 75 years. It's a global
initiative that sends more than 8,000 young people (aged 15 to 18) to host families in 160 different
countries.
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Participants apply through their local Rotary Clubs to take part, however participants do not have
to be Rotary Club members to be accepted.
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Becky never had a doubt she would one day take part in the program. She had seen what it had
done for young people who had come to this country. As she watched them grow and mature
during their time here, she knew she wanted to share that experience.
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“I wanted to be like that and go through that kind of development,” the vivacious 17-year-old
says. “It really helps you grow and find out who you are.”
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Becky travelled to Colmenar Viejo, an agricultural community north of Madrid. She lived with two
families during her time there, and completed her Grade 11 courses — all in Spanish — so she
could graduate with her friends this year.

B AT & B & 2 b ig o Colmenar Viejo Z 4t > BRI FAREEFREE  LtxmT +—F&
BRA2 0 AU EPFT SRR Rk S F T U fobeg R — B ¥ -

Becky’s blue eyes go wide as she recounts her experience, her challenges and her rewards. She
remembers going for a run out in the country: Hearing footsteps behind her, she turned to see
about 200 sheep being herded down the road and running toward her.

Rl R 7T HE R B F e85 - BB BURLHE » W FEBRTRBEOF R &
BEAFTZERHLE > 0B —F > AR ENARNEERKOGFRZRFHRBR -

“You won't see that in Chilliwack,” she remembers thinking.
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Still, the greatest experiences were the ones of self-discovery. When she sought out a place to
volunteer, she found herself teaching English to children whose parents could not afford lessons.
“That’s when | realized this was something that | loved.”
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The relationships she formed with people she met also left an indelible impression. “It’s not even
that they’re ‘friends’ now,” she says with enthusiasm. “They are family.”
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Since returning, Becky has shared her experiences where she could; she’s even taught a few
Spanish classes at her school.
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She believes strongly that the Rotary Exchange Program enriches the lives of those it touches.
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“l would recommend it to anyone,” she says emphatically.
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“What the Rotary gave me, | can never give back,” she adds.
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But that doesn’t mean she won'’t try. She’s vowed to “pay it forward” and work toward making her
community — and the world — a better place.
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To find out more about the program call Victor Froese, local chair of Rotary’s Youth Exchange
Committee, at (604) 823-7335 or email: vsf@telus.net.
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Enter The Rotarian’s 2013 photo contest
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Did you know Youth Exchange students are eligible
to enter The Rotarian’s 2013 photo contest?
Encourage current or former exchange students to
submit photos that illustrate the spirit of Rotary for a
chance to win one of three cameras. View a
slideshow of top photos from last year’s contest and
find out more about the 2013 contest.
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World’s Biggest Commercial
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Rotary International is inviting all supporters to
BE A PART OF participate in the World’s Biggest Commercial, a

THE WORLD'S BIGGEST COMMERCIAL proiect promoting the global effort to eradicate polio.

Join Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Bill Gates, Jackie
Chan, Amanda Peet, and other internationally
known figures participating in Rotary’s This Close
campaign to raise awareness and support for polio
eradication. Upload your This Close photo at
www.endpolionow.org and spread the word.
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Portugal tours for YEO preconvention attendees
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All Youth Exchange officers attending the 2013 Youth Exchange Preconvention Meeting or the RI
Convention in June are welcome to sign up for tours of Lisbon and the surrounding area. All tours
are organized by the 2012-13 Youth Exchange Committee in collaboration with the convention’s
Host Organization Committee. Find out more and download a reqistration form.
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Plan for World Understanding Month
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You can mark World Understanding Month in
February by inviting a Rotary Youth Exchange
student to speak to your Rotary club about his or her
experiences. Your club could also celebrate
Rotary’s anniversary and promote polio eradication
on 23 February by lighting a landmark with the End
Polio Now message. View a photo gallery of End
Polio Now Iightings
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Latest Youth Exchange Directory
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The Youth Exchange Directory is updated and emailed quarterly, but
the current version can be downloaded anytime from the Youth
i Exchange workgroup site. All district and multidistrict chairs can visit
2012-13 the site by clicking on the Rotary Workgroups tab on their Member
Access profile. Note: In order to sign in, district and multidistrict chairs
must use the same email address they used when they registered for
a Member Access account.

FUERBLSBEZTENBRELTH > FBRTIRATHEBRF D F

ABTAR,
il e

N BTN A T E R 5B X AT AR A A DB K
WA BEAME - T BAN ERSME EXLARA
D irmmersser omcess | SRR TR B AT ) WRP ATIR A 6948 F) B F I AEIRSE -

If you help administer exchanges and do not have the most recent
directory, contact your district or multidistrict chair.
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Have policy questions?
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Get answers in the Rotary Code of Policies (PDF in English). The sections most relevant to the
Youth Exchange program are Youth Protection (2.110), District Finances (17.060), and Youth
Exchange (41.060).
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Translated versions of these sections are available on the Rotary Youth Exchange Workgroup site,
which district and multidistrict chairs can access by logging on to Member Access or by emailing
youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Upcoming dates
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South Central Rotary Youth Exchange Conference
Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA

18-20 January

Contact Don Peters for more information.
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Rotary Global Peace Forum Hawaii
Honolulu, Hawaii, USA

25-27 January

This forum focuses on the importance of conserving and protecting our shared environmental
resources and explores how mitigating the effects of natural disasters can be a prerequisite to
peace. Special emphasis is given to New Generations and how to empower their visions of peace.
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2013 North American Youth Exchange Network Conference
Orlando, Florida, USA

14-17 February
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Rotarian Photo Contest

Deadline: 28 February

Youth Exchange students can enter photos for a chance to win a camera.
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17-18 May 2013
Rotary Global Peace Forum
in Hiroshima

Rotary Global Peace Forum Hiroshima

Hiroshima, Japan

17-18 May

This forum explores ways in which each of us has the power to promote peace in our daily lives and
in our own communities. This future-focused meeting will ask participants to consider what impact
they will make in the days and years to come.
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Japan Youth Exchange Conference
Hiroshima, Japan

18-19 May

Contact Ken Kanda for details.
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2013 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention Meeting

Lisbon, Portugal

21-22 June

Do you know of an event we should add to this list? Email us at youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Contact us
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Contact Rl Youth Exchange staff
youthexchange@rotary.org
Phone: +1-847-866-3421

Fax: +1-847-556-2182
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