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Photo by DeWayne, exchange student in Italy
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DeWayne, Monique, Tai, and Khamis are current Rotary Youth Exchange students who
received a special opportunity: free round-trip airfare for their exchanges, courtesy of
United Airlines. In December 2011, Rotary was awarded 2.5 million charity miles through
United’s 10 Million Charity Miles Giveaway, thanks largely to Rotarians’ promoting the
campaign on social media.
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A portion of these miles was awarded to these four Youth Exchange students, who were
nominated by Rotarians in their home districts and have now arrived in the districts where
they’ll be hosted.
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We asked them to share some reflections on home before they left. Here are some of their
thoughts:
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e “People of my community have seen the positive choices | have made and are very
supportive in my exchange. . . . This is my dream to get out and experience
everything life has to offer and I feel that this exchange is just one of the first steps in
doing this.” -- Monique, sponsored by District 5520 (New Mexico and Texas, USA)
on exchange in District 4570 (Brazil)
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“| take the bonds with my friends and loved ones very seriously and often spend as
much time with them with as | can. . . . To finally be able to go to Japan and actually
live a Japanese teenager’s life makes me very excited. | am aware of the challenges
that will come with being an exchange student in Japan, but | am willing to work hard
and learn from this experience.” -- Tai, sponsored by District 5230 (California, USA)
on exchange in District 2780 (Japan)
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We also invited the students to share their impressions as they got acquainted with their
host countries. Here are some words from DeWayne, sponsored by District 6150
(Arkansas, USA) on exchange in District 2050 (Italy):
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“I woke up as the plane was going over France. | looked out the window eventually
when we got to Torino, Italy . . . and | saw the beautiful ALPS!! | was so amazed, and
| took my first pictures of Italy in the air.”
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“When | opened the door to the apartment, | finally saw my host mom. She was very
welcoming, and she showed me my room. On my new bed was a pillow with the USA
flag on it. | almost died!”
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“I've been spending the past few weeks unpacking myself into my new Italian life . . .
making friends, eating new foods, and finding out more about myself.”
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Khamis is the first student from District 9200 (Tanzania) to participate in Rotary Youth



Exchange, and he is being hosted by District 7930 (Massachusetts and New Hampshire,
USA). In recommending him, one of his teachers said, “| am sure that when he comes back
after experiencing the new life, culture, and language he will be a very good example to
many people around him and hence will help change his local community and bring about
development.”
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We will share more dispatches from these students as the year progresses. We invite you
to post your own stories of exchange on the Rotary Youth Exchange group on LinkedIn.
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Promote the Interact video contest
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The Interact video contest recognizes the service and creativity of Interactors by asking
them to tell their clubs’ stories and celebrate their successes. Current and former Youth
Exchange students who are members of Interact clubs are eligible to enter. This year,
Interactors can choose any one of these three themes:
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e Past: The unbelievable history of my Interact club (bonus points for interviews with
past Interactors)
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« Present: Five ways my Interact club makes the world a better place
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o Future: Interact 2062 -- how Interact will change the world in the next 50 years
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The deadline for entries is 3 December. Read the official rules and use the new online form

to enter a video.
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Watch last year’s winning videos on Interact’s YouTube channel and read tips from the

Interactors who won last year’s contest.
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Advice from our webinar for district chairs
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New Generations:

In September, Rotarians from 53 countries joined a special webinar to hear 10 tips from
Rotarian experts and Rl Programs staff to help them prepare for a more successful year as
district Youth Exchange, Interact, Rotaract, RYLA, or New Generations chair.
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Are you a district chair who missed this session? Enter your email address to watch a
recording of the webinar or view the presentation on SlideShare.
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Share the link with other program chairs to ensure they have access to this resource.
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Helpful resource: post-exchange student survey
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A group of YEOSs supported by the NAYEN board and the EEMA conference has developed
an online post-exchange student survey for YEOs to evaluate conditions of exchanges of
inbound or outbound students in their own districts and abroad with the aim to improve the
guality of exchanges.
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They are inviting YEOs worldwide to test a demonstration student survey. Any YEO can try
taking the survey as if they were a student. (Note: this version of the survey is for
demonstration purposes only and should not be shared with students). 80 districts have
used this survey with their students so far.
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If you are interested in using this survey with your students, email Niels Oehlenschlaeger
for details. The survey is intended to provide measurable information on exchange
conditions for each district and uniform data from around the Youth Exchange world on
students’ experiences. At this point the survey is in English only, although there are plans to
translate it with the help of YEOs.
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Visit the post-exchange survey section of the NAYEN website for more information.
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Our newest certified districts
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Congratulations to District 3280 (Bangladesh), which has met certification requirements to
participate in outbound-only exchanges. We also congratulate Reunion and Mayotte in
District 9220 (Comoro Islands, Djibouti, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mayotte, Reunion, and
Seychelles), which have met full certification requirements to participate in Rotary Youth
Exchange. Please note that all other areas within District 9220 remain certified for
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outbound exchanges only.
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See the current list of noncertified districts.
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Student video: origami for charity
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Former Rotary Youth Exchange student Milena from Germany, who was hosted by District
5080 in Canada, came up with a creative fundraising idea. She hand-folded origami stars
and sold them to benefit Rotaplast, an organization that provides free reconstructive
surgery to children with cleft palates. Watch the video she made about her project.
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Register for the 2012 preconvention meeting
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The Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention Meeting, 21-22 June in Lisbon, Portugal,
brings together Rotarians involved in the Rotary Youth Exchange program. The meeting
provides an opportunity for volunteers new and old to see friends, discover new ideas, and
make connections for future exchanges.
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This year, admission to the YEO preconvention is not included in the registration fee for the
RI Convention; preconvention registration must be purchased separately for US$50. View_
registration and housing information.
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Use these banners to promote the meeting on your club website or in your email signature:
TR T AT E LA Y TIRGE 0 e B K

YEO Preconvention Meetmg
“l 22 June | Lisbon, Portu gal | Registar How

YEO Preconvention Meeting
PN NN
21-22 June | Lisbon, Portugal | Registar Now

Do you have the latest Youth Exchange Directory?
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YOoUTH EXCHANGE
DIRECTORY
2012-13

DISTRICT COMMITTEE CHAIRS
MULTIDISTRICT OFFICERS

Mowimal 2§ ety 2012

The Youth Exchange Directory is updated and emailed quarterly, but the current version
can be downloaded anytime from the Youth Exchange workgroup site. All district and
multidistrict chairs can visit the site by clicking on the Rotary Workgroups tab on their
Member Access profile. Note: In order to sign in, district and multidistrict chairs must use
the same email address they used when they registered for a Member Access account.
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If you help administer exchanges and do not have the most recent directory, contact your

district or multidistrict chair.
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Youth Exchange moments on social media
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During New Generations Month, people shared their stories and photos of meaningful
experiences with Rotary programs. Check out some of the posts about Rotary Youth
Exchange moments as well as Rotaract moments, RYLA moments, and Interact moments.
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Answers to your policy questions
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Get answers in the Rotary Code of Policies (PDF in English). The sections most relevant to
the Youth Exchange program are Youth Protection (2.110), District Finances (17.060), and
Youth Exchange (41.060).
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Translated versions of these sections are available on the Rotary Youth Exchange
Workgroup site, which district and multidistrict chairs can access by logging on to Member
Access or by emailing youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Upcoming events
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Webinar: Share your impact! Best practices for telling your service story
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Do you have a community or international service project that deserves to be recognized?
Are you wondering how to get that project noticed on Rotary Showcase, Facebook, and
other media? Attend a webinar to find out how to transform your service project into a
compelling story that motivates others to join, volunteer, or take action. Show how your
project makes an impact in the lives of people in your community or in our global
community. Learn how to write more effective project summaries and tell your story visually
with powerful photos and videos. Register now using the links below.
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English: 13 November 18:00-19:00
#=< 111 * 13 p 18:00-19:00

English: 15 November 09:00-10:00
#< 111 % 15 p 09:00-10:00

Spanish: 27 November, 10:00-11:00
gFr7 2 1117 27 p 10:00- 11:00

Portuguese: 27 November, 14:00-15:00
%7 11" 27 p 14:00-15:00

German: 28 November, 10:00-11:00
g~ 11 * 28 p 10:00-11:00

[talian: 29 November, 09:30-10:30
#&~Fl= 11 * 29 p 09:30-10:30

French: 29 November, 12:00-13:00 (with Rotaractor panelist)
# < 1117 29 p 12:00-13:00 (4% # 7 & PRA-B | == )

(All times listed are Central Time. Check your local time.)
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South Central Rotary Youth Exchange Conference
Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA

18-20 January

Contact Don Peters for more information.
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2013 North American Youth Exchange Network Conference
Orlando, Florida, USA

14-17 February
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2013 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention Meeting
Lisbon, Portugal
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21-22 June
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Contact us

BN

Contact RI Youth Exchange staff
youthexchange@rotary.org
Phone: +1-847-866-3421

Fax: +1-847-556-2182
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youthexchange@rotary.org
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