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Youth Exchanges build peace
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Sadie Rose Zavgren believes that if every person went on a youth exchange, there would be world
peace. Read a Rotary Voices post by Sadie, a Rotary Youth Exchange student from the United
States to Thailand who delivered a speech during the Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention
Meeting in Bangkok in May.
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For more on the YEO Preconvention Meeting, download presentations from SlideShare and view
photos and Rl news stories from the convention.
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Sadie Rose, middle, with Thai Youth Exchange students at
the 2012 RI Convention.
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Sadie Rose Zavgren, a Rotary Youth Exchange student from
the United States to Thailand, attended the 2012 RI
Convention in Bangkok, Thailand, 6-9 May. The following is
an excerpt of the speech she delivered during the Youth
Exchange Officers Preconvention Meeting.
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When | was 12 years old, a friend of mine went on a youth exchange to Germany. She came home
talking about the enriching educational year she had just lived. | decided then that one day |, too,
would be an exchange student.
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I chose Thailand because the country seemed unique, and who wouldn’t want to be in a country
known as the Land of a Thousand Smiles. When | arrived in Thailand last August, | knew
approximately five Thai words. When | look back at my first three months living in Thailand, | feel
like | was underwater constantly, trying to swim to the surface to get a breath of air to communicate
with the people in my life.
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I now have two months left of my exchange year, and | have found myself traveling all over the
country, from snorkling in the south to riding elephants in the north.
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My counselor in America once said that if every person went on a youth exchange, there would be
world peace. After this year, | couldn’t agree with those wise words more.
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I met some of my best friends this year. | got to meet exchange students from France, Brazil,

Germany, Taiwan, Italy, Mexico, Canada, the United States, Russia, Belgium, Bermuda, and

Australia. Meeting these people from all over the world has been both eye-opening and fascinating.
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My world feels much smaller and friendlier now. | feel like | can travel anywhere in the world, and I'll
have someone to visit. | thank Rotary, my host family, my family in America, and all of my exchange
and Thai friends who have made my year truly special and one that | will never ever forget.
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Learn more about Rotary Youth Exchange. Read more about Sadie’s exchange year and see her
speech on her blog, Sadie in The Land of Smiles.
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New way to connect with past exchange students
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It's not always easy to keep up with participants after their exchanges are over. Now, you can help
past exchange students from your district remain connected to Rotary by sharing the new Rotary
Program Participation Survey.
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The survey is intended for alumni of New Generations and Rotary Foundation programs. The
results will help RI explore generational and regional trends in program participation. So help
spread the word!
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Incredible India
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During his three-week New Generations
Exchange trip, Helge Eisenberg videotaped his
impressions of life in India, including colorful street
scenes, elaborate temples, and people going
about their daily routines. Watch his evocative
video.
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Reminder: Submit inbound student data
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RI policy requires that districts submit information for each inbound student at the beginning of an
exchange or shortly after the student’s arrival. This applies to all long-term, short-term, and New
Generations exchanges.
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Districts can send the information in the format most convenient for them — Excel spreadsheets,
Microsoft Word documents, or scanned copies of guarantee forms — as long as the information is
complete and legible. The following must be included:
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» Exchange type
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e Student name and contact details in home country
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e Gender
el

o Date of birth
4 Erop

e Emergency contact information
REBLE AT
e Sponsor district
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e Host district
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e Host club
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e Host parent contact details (if applicable)
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e Host counselor contact information (if applicable)
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Please submit student data for planned exchanges for the 2012-13 year and work with your partner
districts to ensure that they do the same. Contact youthexchange@rotary.org with questions.
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Our newest certified districts
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Congratulations to District 4460 (Northern Peru), which has been certified to participate in
exchanges. See the current list of noncertified districts.
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Do you have the latest Youth Exchange directory?
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The Youth Exchange directory is updated and emailed out quarterly, but the current version can be
downloaded anytime from the Youth Exchange workgroup site. All district and multidistrict chairs
can visit the site by clicking on the Rotary Workgroups tab on their Member Access profile. Note: In
order to sign in, district and multidistrict chairs must use the same email address they used when
they registered for a Member Access account.
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If you help administer exchanges and do not have the most recent directory, contact your district or
multidistrict chair.
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Have policy questions?
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Get answers in the Rotary Code of Policies (PDF in English). Please note that the section pertaining

to Rotary Youth Exchange has a new number (41.060). Other relevant sections include Youth
Protection (2.110) and District Finances (17.060).
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Translated versions of these sections are available on the Rotary Youth Exchange Workgroup site,
which district and multidistrict chairs can visit by logging on to Member Access or by emailing
youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Upcoming events
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60th EEMA Conference

Budapest, Hungary

7-10 September
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Rotary Youth Exchange Australia Chairs Conference
North Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
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12-14 October

Contact Rotarian Barry Starr to register.
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32nd Brazilian YEO Meeting
Floriandpolis, Santa Catarina, Brazil
25-28 October
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2013 North American Youth Exchange Network Conference
Orlando, Florida, USA

14-17 February
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Contact us

Bip & 2\ i

Contact RI Youth Exchange staff
youthexchange@rotary.org
Phone: +1-847-866-3421

Fax: +1-847-556-2182
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