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Austrian Rotarians welcome students from Japan

By flfm L Sl gop 254

Rotarians in Austria recently hosted about two dozen
students, including two former Rotary Youth Exchange
participants, and two Rotarians, all from an area of Japan
affected by the March earthquake and tsunami. Members of
£ ﬁ Ev he Youth Exchange committee for districts 1910 and 1920
lr "'2 L, b (Austria) proposed the visit to their counterparts in Japan.
P &, Read more about this story of international feIIowshlp

A BOLANIN A SR T G
P P EIHELZ A LHEBA A 2% p p A 311
PR ARH R o B 1910 &2 1920 ¥ % (B ¥ fl)iF
EAHAFEIR P AT EAHLI A ERAFFEHLIRLS - BERFTEAE L

#

Rotarians in Austria hosted about two dozen students and two Rotarians from areas of
Japan hit hard by the March earthquake and tsunami.
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When the students -- including two former Rotary Youth Exchange participants -- and the
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Rotarians arrived in Vienna in early August, they were welcomed at a reception sponsored
by the Austrian Foreign Ministry. During their three-week stay, the visitors were treated to a
cultural and historical tour, camping and trekking in the mountains, sports, and an opera
performance.
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"| savored the warmth of human kindness," said Hikaru Suzuki, one of the students. "l felt
alive."
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The Youth Exchange committee for districts 1910 and 1920 (Austria), proposed the visit to
counterparts in Japan. Hiroko Watanabe, a chair of the Youth Exchange Committee in
District 2530 (Fukushima), put out a call for applications in several local high schools, and
received more than 40 responses. Some of the applicants had lost homes, were missing
family members, or had lost their parents. Others had been forced to evacuate because of
danger from the damaged Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant.
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"I had been terribly shocked by the earthquake, and was troubled about the nuclear
accident," said Watanabe, who accompanied the students on the trip. "As a Rotarian living
in the disaster area, | felt we must do something."
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Lufthansa offered half-price airline tickets for the visitors, the governments of Austria and
Japan offered financial support, and Japanese and Austrian Rotarians paid for airfare,
accommodations, and other local expenses. Jutta Stefan-Bastl, Austria’s ambassador to
Japan, visited Fukushima to brief the students about Austria.
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At the end of the trip, "the Japanese embassy in Vienna organized a farewell party for us,"
Watanabe recalled, adding that the gathering was an emotional one. "I am certain that one
day, these students will be able to reach out a hand to someone somewhere in the world."
BB L BARERAPF D TpARay P AREIAPRIT I HEE - | BHRFR 5
FEEAYTR A D TARF TR G FA 5 - AR R BEFTPA PN IIEL o

Rotary runs in the family

EA2 O ELE T S X

Rotarian Tony Leddy and his wife, Jana, in District 5690 (parts of Kansas and Oklahoma,
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USA) have been hosting Rotary Youth Exchange students for many years, but this year
may mark the first time their district will have hosted two generations from the same family.
Twenty-two years ago, the Leddys hosted a student from Quito, Ecuador, named Marcello.
This year, Jana's sister Dana Kreie and her husband, Rod, are hosting Marcello’s son,
Juan.
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For more intergenerational Youth Exchange news, read about past Youth Exchange
participant Lauren Seegers Erwin, who just became the fifth generation in her family to join
Rotary.
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Fifth-generation Rotarian inducted
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By Ryan Hyland and Wayne Hearn

Rotary International News — 22 December 2011
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Douglas Seegers and daughter Lauren, the fifth generation of her family to join Rotary.
Photo courtesy of Douglas Seegers
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Lauren Seegers Erwin's induction into the Rotary Club of Shades Valley, Alabama, USA,
on 21 November represents more than her first day as a Rotarian; it continues her family's
long legacy of Rotary service.
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Lauren, 26, is the fifth generation of the Seegers family to join Rotary. Her father, Douglas
Seegers, and grandfather, Sidney A. Seegers, both members of the Rotary Club of
Monroe, Louisiana, traveled to Birmingham to surprise Lauren at her induction ceremony.
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"l was so happy to see them. It meant a lot to me to have their support and presence there,"
says Lauren, who was an Interactor and participated in Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
events. "l know they're going to be behind me as | begin my own life as a Rotarian."”
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Douglas says Lauren has embraced Rotary's ideals of service since she was a young
child.
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"Seeing her mature as a young woman and become a fifth-generation Rotarian is one of
the most exciting experiences I've had in Rotary,"” Douglas says. "As a Rotarian, it is my
privilege to invite like-minded individuals to serve as | do. And to have my daughter want to
follow in her family's footsteps is one of the highest honors that her grandfather and | could
have asked for."
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A Rotary family
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Douglas joined the Monroe club in 1991, the year his father was club president. "In fact, he
was the one who sponsored me," Douglas says.

PR AT 1991 & 4r » PP Rk dhAl 0 8 N E ROV E B EGAME o gt TR
TR ASEN DL - o

Sidney, who joined in 1958 at age 29, says his own father, for whom he was named, was
also a Rotarian, but that it was his grandfather, Wardwell C. Flanders, a member of clubs in
New Orleans and Columbia, Mississippi, who was the primary Rotarian role model.
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"He was the ultimate gentleman and very concerned about others," recalls Sidney, who
served as governor of District 6190 in 1995-96 and has received the Rl Service Above Self
Award. "In general, our family has always embraced the concept of community and
international service. In my case, | developed a very strong interest in helping others."
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An avid participant in Rotary's international programs, including Rotary Youth Exchange
and Group Study Exchange, Sidney has always made sure that his children -- and now
grandchildren -- were exposed to different cultures. "I wanted them to understand that
Rotary is also a promoter of peace and understanding in the world, because the boundaries
of race and culture disappear when people share their homes and get to know one
another," he says.
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New Generations
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Lauren would like to focus her Rotary work on New Generations initiatives. "Being one of
the youngest members of my club, | want to set an example by actively promoting Rotary
and community service to our youth," she says.
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Douglas adds: "I know that people all over the world will benefit greatly from Lauren's
service. | find it appropriate that, as a fifth-generation Rotarian, she has embraced Rotary's
fifth Avenue of Service. She truly is part of a new generation of Rotarians.”
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Looking ahead: February is World Understanding Month
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During World Understanding Month in February, Rotarians and Youth Exchange
participants are encouraged to reach across borders and cultures in the name of service
and fellowship. Rotary also celebrates its anniversary on 23 February, marking a special
achievement in the effort to build peace and goodwill around the world. This is the perfect
time to invite a Youth Exchange student to speak to your Rotary club; be sure to contact
local media to promote the program.

B s 0 — 2 RER Y W RA R 4 E U R RIEE B
ER S LEBARERE  CIEE cHMTHAT 20 23 PRARERAER 0 A§RA 0
Tz € KoL BAGAL S & b ’j‘“ o MR BT 0 E LG A R ARE R



PEo o WL B R R e B e

Student from Mumbai blogs from Berlin
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avrutti Sharma, a Youth Exchange student from Mumbai, India, has
been blogging about her experiences in Berlin — everything from
sampling vegetarian options in German cuisine to navigating the train
system to celebrating the holidays in a different culture.
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Check out her blog.
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Thailand tours for convention attendees
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All Youth Exchange officers attending the 2012 Youth Exchange Preconvention Meeting or
the RI Convention in May are welcome to sign up for tours of Bangkok and the surrounding
area before the preconvention. All tours are organized by the convention's Host
Organization Committee. http://www.asiantrails.travel/YEOtour/

B 2012 £ S ERHEE N ERAFEHRBT P EE XM F P EIBLR CF L LR
%wgi%mwﬁﬁmiwi%@%%kﬁ o w g AR ELE ¢ Ay g R
%! - http://www.asiantrails.travel/YEOtour/

Enter The Rotarian’s 2012 photo contest
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If you have a great shot from a fundraiser, international project, the Rl Convention, or a
local club event, enter it in The Rotarian’s 2012 photo contest. You may submit up to three
photos that illustrate the spirit of Rotary. The best photos will appear in the magazine’s
June issue; deadline for submissions is 29 February. Last year, Interactor Justin Schwartz
received an honorable mention for his entry. View some of last year’s entries and find out
more about the 2012 contest.
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Our newest certified district
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Congratulations to District 9220 (Comoro Islands, Djibouti, Madagascar, Mauritius,
Mayotte, Réunion, and Seychelles), which has been certified to participate in
outbound-only exchanges. See the current list of noncertified districts.
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Have Youth Exchange questions?
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Get answers in the Rotary Code of Policies (PDF in English). The sections most relevant to
the Youth Exchange program are Youth Protection (2.110), District Finances (17.060), and
Youth Exchange (41.080).
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Translated versions of these sections are available on the Rotary Youth Exchange
Workgroup site, which district and multidistrict chairs can visit by logging on to Member
Access or by emailing youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Upcoming events
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2012 South Central Rotary Youth Exchange (SCRYE) Winter Conference
Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA

27-29 January

Contact: scryeinfo@gmail.com
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Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA
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2012 North America Youth Exchange Network Conference
Anchorage, Alaska, USA

29 February-3 March
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Anchorage, Alaska, USA
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17th Annual Japan Youth Exchange Conference
Sapporo, Japan
28-29 April
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Contact: Ken Kanda
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2012 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention Meeting
Bangkok, Thailand

4-5 May
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Contact us
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Contact RI Youth Exchange staff
youthexchange@rotary.org
Phone: +1-847-866-3421

Fax: +1-847-556-2182
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