2011 November Youth Exchange e-Newsletter

November is Rotary Foundation Month
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To celebrate Rotary Foundation Month in November, Youth Exchange officers are encouraged to
promote the Foundation’s programs among Rotarians and Youth Exchange students, and to
strengthen ties within the family of Rotary.
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The Foundation offers humanitarian grants and educational programs to further its mission of
advancing world understanding, goodwill, and peace. For an interesting perspective on Rotary’s
good work in the world, see this blog entry by a former Youth Exchange student, Hunter Tanous,
who spent time in Amman, Jordan, as an Ambassadorial Scholar.
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To celebrate Rotary Foundation Month in November, Youth Exchange officers are encouraged to
promote the Foundation’s programs among Rotarians and Youth Exchange students, and to
strengthen ties within the family of Rotary.
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The Foundation offers humanitarian grants and educational programs to further its mission of
advancing world understanding, goodwill, and peace. For an interesting perspective on Rotary’s
good work in the world, see this blog entry by a former Youth Exchange student, Hunter Tanous,
who spent time in Amman, Jordan, as an Ambassadorial Scholar.
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Real Change & A Rotary Challenge
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August 4, 2011 by HunterT
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Its 6:30am on a work week in Nairobi, Kenya. East Africa is facing possibly the worst drought in 60
years, and | work for the leading social enterprise working with smallholder farmers in the region. I
put those together in the same sentence, because they are sadly hypocritical statements. Why is it
that East Africa is a largely agriculture based society, has the land and labor to feed nearly all of
Africa, yet it still falls into famine, year after year after year. As we speak about the drought in East
Africa, little ol” Zimbabwe tip toes the line, quietly falling into starvation. Zimbabwe, a country that
used to be the bread basket of the South is now facing famine, why is all this happening? Ok, first
of all there is a list of reasons that could go on and on,water, HIV/AIDS, corruption, politics, war....
Yes, that is true. But the other reason is a lack of long term investment and commitment to small
scale growth. African farmers are some of the most efficient with the meager resources they have,
resulting in them also being some of the world’s least productive farmers. Africa went from being a
net exporter of food in the 70’s to now having over a quarter of the food imported being Food Aid,
from growing to starving in a few decades. Yes, charity and food aid is necessary to alleviate the
mass starvation that occurs in situations like we are seeing now in East Africa, and soon in
Zimbabwe and Uganda. It is true that when drought has made it impossible to grow crops, people
will need to be provided with aid. But we have failed, over and over again in creating a long term
solution. If famine keeps happening, year after year for decades, then there is something deeply
flawed in how we are going about creating change. And while the current famine is one example,
what 1I’m about to discuss is applicable to situations and places all over the world, from inner cities
in California, to rural farmers in Pakistan to a large portion of the population in Sub Saharan Africa.
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Development and aid have become about isolated projects, and while you see rhetoric against this,
their results are very isolated as well. While 1 am a firm believer that a little bit can go a long way,
especially in Africa where if everyone has a little, that really equals a whole lot. But we are not
investing enough in people’s ability to grow. We are not thinking about solutions that ease the
strains of financially improving the life of whole communities. What I’'m talking about is the need
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for the private sector to create real lasting change. The same way it did in America, Europe, Asia
and South America, to name a few. But yes we have to be careful, Chinese investment in Africa has
shown that a no strings attached policy can improve communities but stifle good politics, American
investment has shown that strings attached can delay improvement but highlight the need for good
politics, well that’s not what 1’m talking about and that’s not quite where | see the change.
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| believe that Social Enterprise is the solution, or at least something that has great potential to pull
people out of poverty around the world. Social Enterprise, which is a market based approach to a
social issue, takes the skills of management, finance and entrepreneurship developed in the business
sector and using the heart and compassion of the non profit sector, applies those skills to a business
or enterprise that’s ultimate mission serves for good. While there are many blends and combinations
of social enterprises and social entrepreneurship, | believe the ones that do not rely completely on
donor funding are forced to become the most desirable, the most needed for a given area, thus
having the most potential to enact change
;\‘.;}pff‘ﬁlgﬁ-"‘;’_,_{ﬁ;ﬁ_%iﬁ T U A

EEF FR IR LB R LR PR RS
M»y%»%n\uﬁi;%“ A R ¢ -
B

AL 2 BB R F R - i
ol

PR Ay sictshiinn Jejrduniii ey gt SO R G e
ke o '—fsa+§£i*7r+§¢$?\ FE JF ’3 LB EZ R PG AR D WIRAT
ORI FE RS AR U St 2 B R B E o

| want to highlight one organization which embodies Social Enterprise, without being fully aware of
it, and has great potential to enact visible long term change, and that is Rotary (Foundation,
International, everthing.) I am talking about all the clubs and members and grants given around the
world. Rotary is (I believe) the largest network of business professionals in the world, who have a
core set of ethics and beliefs that focus heavily on making the world a better place. Rotary has
exchange programs for high school and college age students, for groups of professionals and
Centers that focus solely on Peace and Conflict resolution. They embody what it means to do good
in the world. Yet | will challenge them to do more. To really leverage the immense amount of
business and professional knowledge that sits around that table once a week amid friends, both
laughing and speaking seriously about how to make the world a better place. I believe they can do
more. The reason the projects of Rotary are so successful and well run is because they have some of
the best in the community doing the management and planning. It would be as if each project from
an NGO had CEQO’s and CFO’s running it, wow wouldn’t that be great.
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But it is usually what we have right in front of us that is most difficult for us to see. The potential of
Rotarians to infuse a sustainable business mindset into each and every project they do is large, but
still greater is for them to focus on private sector and business solutions. There is no better group to
see and plan for sustainable change or understand the markets or professional aspect of
development more than Rotary. They are successful women and men because they have understood
the role that the private sector plays in creating wealth and they have also seen the role that ethics
plays in having a successful life. Don’t get me wrong, as | advocate for private sector change, I do
understand the dangers of business. The exploitation, especially in developing countries, the
corporations destroying mom and pop stores and small farmers, the horrible things that have come
out of our own private sector rise. But that is why Rotary is different, they are women and men who
understand the ethics of business, the need for a set of positive standards and beliefs across a
community, for crying out loud they have the Four Way Test! Rotarians are the business partners
that can create change without the corruption, exploitation and purging of resources so common in
Africa and many other places around the world (I’m highlighting Africa only because I live here at
the moment, this need is present around the world.) Rotarians have done wonderful things, but by
embracing Social Enterprise and becoming a leader in that sector (like Ashoka and Skoll) they have
can create change that the world so desperately needs.
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| write this as a person who has been a recipient of so many of Rotary’s good deeds. | participated
in their Leadership camps, Youth Exchange Program, Ambassadorial Scholar Program and many
other smaller projects around the world. | have seen and continue to see the impact Rotary has, but I
am also a firm believer in always challenging ourselves to do better, in embracing ideas and
solutions that we somehow overlooked and in reaching out to the community that can make a
difference, not standing by and waiting.
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A year of Youth Exchange captured in verse
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A place far away 77 /1% i 774 =

For exotic adventure % — #-# &} %
Or close by you’ll stay 2 = #* & # 7 #°
For safe comforts. 7. X% 2 7977

It all depends on =77 — *» 22— *»

What type you are j* B~ 243505 ji

Ready to leap to the end & 7 2 # L7 7/ /&
Or not go too far. & & F A &/ 5+ 8

Anna Wille, a Youth Exchange student sponsored by District 5470 (parts of Colorado, USA) spent
a year in District 3201 (parts of Kerala and Tamil Nadu, India) and reflected on her experience in a
poem. She writes about her feelings throughout the exchange process, from filling out the
application to making new friends to readjusting to life back home. Read the full poem (PDF)
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| wrote this poem on the Himalaya trek....

Exchange Student Poem

by Anna Wille - RYE Aspen to India - 2010-11
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It's a year before iz ¥ - & w /A E

And you're still deciding p @ = EREE 3 &
Should you stay bored ¥_% #-4 & »t£ ¥

Or try something exciting? B &_¥ RgLir# E 9

Inevitably yours i& % ¥ % &<

The answer presents & ‘g vf 2_ g1

Your heart says of course p & ¥ 27 2R 4o gt
The process is intense. 5 & B 424t % %

Hundreds of forms ;52 ¥ &£ ¢ &k
Filled in blue ink 3 & #cp » % #
Diversely torn ¥+ ¥ i%5:& h 2 &
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Of a country you think. F3Rfafé 4

A place far away = fLiF 1% e =

For exotic adventure % - 32 ® j &
Or close by you'll stay & =+ 3= % &
For safe comforts. 4 JF o ehf #&

It all depends on #7 7 — +»£7— +»

What type you are s B4k p €

Ready to leap to the end & Z # # ££7 7/ /&
Or not go too far. # &5 # 5/ 4 % = i

The letter arrives i i# 457 B 7

You open with arip # i enf3 i2

To see who's decided p& g & 3g /4 27
The country you'll live. 118 e enR] e

It's difficult to pack = & {7 % jf i =
To know what you'll need g2 -2 57 % 5 #®
But fill up two sacs 7 §_%i% 3 4 (7 &
And let all else be. H 4— =75 H g 28

But it may become true ¥ s¢ = B 4r §_
That another student will call ¥ — & 24 e73 &
It will be their room i &) b e &

So storage it all. 783k %% — *7 v

The goodbyes are sad g ] 5% 4 4 &
But it's not the end #r 7 & ket % &

Ten months you will add £ &+ B *» 2_ {3
Till you meet once again. &t #7121 ¢ ¢

It's your firsttime iz #_4 4 eh% - =
Traveling by yourself b p — * g ¥ <4z
The plane ride is prime $#&75 & & £ # & i
Free upgrade, top shelf. & 7 = & & 7 % ¢

Your first impression %44 3% — B0 %

Is just fantastic #73 — *» S 4ept 4 4

So many new lessons &% %  4& i FTikAR
The change is drastic. & p = f£ # fic & i &

Nice new big clothes F£§ 2 &7eds 5 % FR

To hold your new tummy &4 — P ]
Because with dishes like those 5 ] % vk crds 5 i 4
You're never not hungry. 4 % g 4 5| &% fi i



But after a while 7% @ ¢ % P/ on gy

The new charm wears off. 7@ s 4 & by i
It becomes hard to smile p & #g2 2 B X %
You want only your loft. & es45% | B

Hamburgers, bagels i# # ~ 32 % &
And pizza galore ¥ g i &

You'll want none of & 78 p% o £ ‘I a’
This food anymore. 2 ¢r% g » r

Your tummy won't listen #:5 B 42 25

Frequently sick =l :£ 7 s 2 2

The poor immune system & 33 s £ & b
Needs an extra little kick % & i» ¢} &1 &,

The season of festivals & & % aﬂ?ﬁgﬁ Bl &
Gets you out of that gloom & p & § & 372 %K
You buy some new dresses 5§ L A

\f‘\\—-n: p.

The schooling is difficult & & 24 /& i» ¢t 2%

But you learn to live through it iz 7 5 &% 4 5 IR
You wish it was kindergarten # * §&_# % f& B
Nice teachers say, "you can do it"! > e fF 42 F ¢ T e o (Ra 49 3] |
You make new friends % R 2R3 FTPF %

To replace the old 5 #~ &P erp) =

And come close to your family & & A 8%

To fill that dark hole. # ;%78 % & < %

But again you begin £ - =t B 4~ &

To miss your home town #73 #JRefi— *»
You go on a tour >+ g 0 ) ¢k sz v%

To keep you fromdown. & p & 7 f jB

Here you meet }* p# jt %]i8 2 1

So many new Kids 4rpt % eniTpp %
They are just like you i 22 p & 4p %
Enjoy long discussions. & gtad = i

Together you see § =~ 35 40 e — 42

Your continent or country it g ¥ RIR
Maybe two or three trips » ¥ {_ = i;'—g‘»\ 7?5_
But only if you're lucky. e & » & 4 £ :&pF

Now school is over # kA2 ¢ %2 &



And you're waiting to Ieave Yol & R AR
Pick some activities >+ § & £ 3t 5 6
To keep your mind busy. E SINRLR=S

And now the time comes 3 %] 2_ pF & 53] &k
When your country parts ways # ¢ & 74p #Eif &
Although your time's done & ¥ & ¥ 5% &
Always part of you will stay. %4 p 2 8- F 3

Again sad goodbyes £ — =t & 1§ if 4w

Don't know when you'll meet # rir pFip &

The families who really tried & & 1& Yot & h

and have given you such atreat. %7 p & E’.E&%éﬁf &2

The new friends you'll miss & 4 & = ehi7p) %
Maybe two or three years & & k= ~ = &
So give them a big Kiss & PP % 35 B tres
And leave some souvenir. jp3 F T & 4§

Solo once more £ =% fb p B+ s 4%

Can't wait to get back & # %2 {F {8 » RI3%

The plane you must board Irali F ;E G EEE
To receive the love attack. % A & ddde

Once home you find :£ v 53R s 3 R

It hasn't much changed — *» i» - —&r}i-ﬂ
But you sure don't mind e £ 5 7 % AR
Now that you've exchanged. p & @ /<

Although your mates & ¥ 3% %/} %

May be unwilling to hear % = % & #t

Your numerous tales 7R it 3 5 =t (i ¥
They're just jealous, dear. .8 1> & P § L m o

Over thistime fF/g 7 iz— =x 2 1

You've grownsomuch g 2 & 5 4opt = &

Forever keep in mind % £ f§ &4 & an

By who you've been touched. 474 JEie b & i e

With charity you're endowed g @ *7fE {7 chi 3,
Rotary you hope to repay #7 Baac w 48 > 3%
Someday from now € 4 p Azeh% - p

You'll welcome a student to stay. g8 4 @ k § %

Anna



Register for the 2012 preconvention meeting by 1 December
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The Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention Meeting, 4-5 May in Bangkok, Thailand, will bring

together Rotarians involved in Youth Exchange from around the world, providing an opportunity to

join friends, make connections, and discover new ideas.
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Admission to the meeting is included in the registration fee for the Rl Convention. If participants
wish to attend only the preconvention meeting without registering for the convention, they may
register for the preconvention for US$50. Youth Exchange students age 18 and under may register
for the convention at a reduced rate.
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Register by 1 December to receive the lowest rate.
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Register online through Member Access (Rotarians only) or download the registration form (PDF)
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Dear YEO Friends.

Greeting from Bangkok. Welcome you to R.1. Convention Bangkok 2012
(Registration ONLY 160 $US deadline 1 Dec 2011)
http://www.rotaryconvention2012.com/

YEO Pre-Convention during 3-5 May 2012 (Registration fee = 50 $US)

(* Registration fee for this preconvention meeting is waived for convention registrants.)
3 May 2012 : Welcome Reception.

4-5 May 2012 : Pre Convention Meeting.

For YEO Tour of Thailand 2012 program, we have 3 options

Option A : Adventure to the North (Duration : 29 April -2 May 2012)

Option B : The Best of the South (Duration : 29 April -2 May 2012)

Option C : Combine Highlight of Thailand (North + South) (Duration : 25 April — 2 May 2012)
You can online booking at http://www.asiantrails.travel/Y EOtour/

Please download more information and presentation.

Transportation in Bangkok :

Recommended :

Taxi meter rate from Suvarnabhumi to Bangkok downtown :

Approx = 10-15 $US + Express

way fee = 2-3 $US / Distant 30 Kms / Time : 45-60 mins (up to traffic condition)

BTS Sky Train + MRT Subway : Very Convenience in Bangkok
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downtown. (Rate : 0.5 $US - 1.5 $US)
Transportation : Official Hotel to IMPACT Convention Center,
free shuttle bus service.

Hope to see you in Bangkok and YEO Tour 2012.
Service Above Self,
Kitthanate V.

YEO D.3350
Bangkok, Thailand.

Enter the 2011 Interact video contest
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Current and former Youth Exchange students who are members of Interact clubs can enter the third
annual Interact video contest. Create a short video (in English or with English subtitles) to show
how your club demonstrates that Interact means “international action.” Whether you’re reaching out
to clubs in other countries or promoting understanding at home, we want to see how your club takes
international action through fundraising, service projects, building friendships across cultures, and
more.
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Read the official rules (PDF) and our video contest tips on Facebook. Entries are due 16 December.
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Our newest certified country
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Congratulations to Zimbabwe in District 9210, which has been certified to participate in Rotary
Youth Exchange.
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http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/13473320:16045314421:m:1:994903981:4A0F6B06E4183749402D62A98D3DCF62:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/13473321:16045314421:m:1:994903981:4A0F6B06E4183749402D62A98D3DCF62:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/13473320:16045314421:m:1:994903981:4A0F6B06E4183749402D62A98D3DCF62:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/13473321:16045314421:m:1:994903981:4A0F6B06E4183749402D62A98D3DCF62:r

Please note that the other countries in District 9210 (Malawi, Mozambique, and Zambia) are not
certified and cannot plan exchanges at this time. See the list of noncertified districts (PDF).
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Have Youth Exchange questions?
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Get answers in the Rotary Code of Policies (PDF in English). The sections most relevant to the
Youth Exchange program are Youth Protection (2.110), District Finances (17.060), and Youth
Exchange (41.080).
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Translated versions of these sections are available on the Rotary Youth Exchange Workgroup site,
which district and multidistrict chairs can visit by logging on to Member Access or by emailing
youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Upcoming events

Brazil Rotary Youth Exchange Officers Meeting
Ouro Preto, Minas Gerais, Brazil
17-20 November

2012 South Central Rotary Youth Exchange (SCRYE) Winter Conference
Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA

27-29 January

Contact: scryeinfo@gmail.com

2012 North America Youth Exchange Network Conference
Anchorage, Alaska, USA
29 February-3 March

17th Annual Japan Youth Exchange Conference
Sapporo, Japan

28-29 April

Contact: Ken Kanda

2012 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention Meeting
Bangkok, Thailand
4-5 May
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