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This morning | left the hotel in Puerto Vallarta , WhICh is a city by the Pacific Ocean .
Even though | could easily surrender to taking a taxi to reach the long-distance bus

terminal—here referred to as “Central de Autobus”™— | decided to try the local Mexican
way in reaching the bus terminal, to see how the locals may survive without a relaxed
budget. | inquired about the where and how of riding the municipal buses.
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After I go my answers, | dragged my two suitcases, plus a handbag, and proceeded to
the bus stop two blocks away to wait for the bus. Several locals were also waiting for
the same bus. They appeared curious as they saw an Asian-looking traveler approach.
As soon as | asked them which bus would reach the “Central de Autobus,” some of them
already started volunteering their help. This again evidenced the fact that people are
the same the world over, and that good people outnumber the bad. The occasional
encounter of bad people on trips may only be attributed to bad luck.
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1fo make this journey by taxi would cost about $60 Pesos, which is roughly NT$180.
However, the bus would only cost $5.5 Pesos. The bus driver is also the ticket vendor.
If you pay $6 Pesos, you will not get your change unless you stick out your hand waiting
for the change. He would not voluntarily give your money back; and would rather treat
it as a tip.
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The bus was very broken and outdated; Luckily it is only March now, with the weather



still mild, therefore not too bothersome. | think it would have been quite an
uncomfortable ride in hot weather!
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Even though the bus was old and made tremendous noise driving on coble stone-paved
streets, eventually we did reach the Central de Autobus. In all honesty, if one did not
have enough money but had ample time, it would not have been a big deal. One just
Kills time by making a slower journey.
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When | arrived at the bus terminal, there was a just-then departing long-haul
Guadalajara-bound bus of the highest level of luxury, operated by a bus company by
the name of ETN. However | did not make it. After researching a little more, there
was another bus operated by Pacifico, another bus operator, leaving in an hour. |
bought the ticket right away, as well as the ETN-bus tickets for my intended journey for
two days later from Guadalajara to Guanajuanto.
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After the bus left town, there were not many habitations on the way. spans an area of
1,972,000 square kilometers. Itis 55 times the size of . The population is only 4.5
times that of ; one can imagine the different sceneries of the two countries. The trip to
Guadalajara would take 5 hours. The scenery along the way was enjoyable, with
mountains and plateaus in view. The altitude was about 1700 meters, with strong
sunrays. However the temperature was not high, and would drop further in the
evening.
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Five and a half hours later, the bus entered into the city of destination. Everything
was fine; the city looked relatively clean. Guadalajara is the second largest city in ,
and has many tourist spots. But | am only passing by and will be staying only two days,
so | will not be able to visit too many tourist destinations.
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| had to take a taxi to reach the reserved hotel, El Presidente Inter-Continental, from the
bus terminal (market price for such a trip was $120 Pesos, about NT$360.) | used
Hotwire to reserve this hotel and thought | got a good deal. Normally the charge per
night would be about US$200 dollars; but | only spent US$92 dollars, which included
15% tax. However, the drawback is that everything else requires additional fees:
breakfast was US$20 dollars, and internet was US$17 dollars per day. Too Expensive!
| decided the hotel would not be getting any more out of me on this trip. This was just



the opportunity to enjoy the instant noodles and miso soup packs, courtesy of PP Car
when he returned to ! It was also all right that | didn’t have internet access. All
important matters had been taken care of. It would be no big deal if | missed any
emails. Since | hardly have time to do sightseeing, how could | possibly make time to
go online?
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Second day (March 7", Saturday) | joined a local tour to visit the largest lake in , the
Chapala Lake (Lago De Chapala.) Its namesake was “Chapalene suber agua” (a
praying mantis above water.) The lake’s altitude was about 1700 meters. The
weather was superb, with moderate temperature. Many retired Americans came here
and bought property to enjoy their retirement. The cost of living was also very
inexpensive. There was a small village nearby, called Ajijic, which is frequented by
the tourists. | have photographed many tasteful souvenir stores, eateries and inns,
and will upload pictures for all to see.
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The coach we rode in was very luxurious and comfortable. The tour guide spoke
fluent English and Spanish. But there were only 9 people in the bus. Two of them
are middle-aged Americans here to learn Spanish. One of them had made several
such trips; the other has only been here for two weeks. They had very good
foundations and were already speaking quite a bit of Spanish. We three hanged out
together. After we returned from the trip, we decided to go together for dinner at a
Mariachi restaurant at 8pm that evening (if you don’t know what Mariachi is, just type in
“mariachi” and there will be Wikipedia entry with ample explanation.) The three of us
enjoyed a meal with beer that cost us only $455 Pesos (times 3, and you have the NT
dollar amount.) We each paid $200 Pesos. | was going to ask for change, but one of
the American friends unexpectedly told the waiter to keep the change. That waiter
was so happy he started dancing around. He even came over to take a photograph
with us.
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That day during the tour, while we were having lunch at Ajijic, we encountered an old
lady, who saw that | was Asian and approached me to chat. She thought | was
Japanese, and told me she spoke Japanese. | didn’'t believe her and engaged in
conversation with her in Japanese. This piqued her interest and she even showed me
that she could write a few Chinese characters. She said she was an
English-Japanese translator during the Second World War and monitored the Japanese



radio for the American military. | guess she was at least 87 years old. After we left
the restaurant, in order to continue talking with me, she gave all she had to climb a hill

with us at pretty fast speed and was completely out of breath. Poor lady! | have only
been here three days but have already received 5 emails from her.
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Thir day (Sunday March 8" | came to Guanajuanto On the way | passed , which
seemed a very beautiful city; it's a pity | did not make a stop. However | shall like to
make another trip here.
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It was already about 3:30pm by the time | reached Guanajuato. | took a taxi to the
host family. It is really beautiful here. | will give more description in my next letter.
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ttached are some pictures taken prior to reaching Guanajuato. They were shrunk so
may not be very crisp looking; | will find a chance to post onto the website the images in
their original sizes.
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http://blog.yam.com/wunfamily543/article/14237610;
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Since my arrival here on March 9" in Guanajuato, (pronounced “Gua-na-hua-to”) | have
already spent 10 whole days in this small town on the hill. | have wanted to write a letter to
you all each day; however each of my days have been fully occupied with various
activities.
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The town of Guanajuato is worthy of special recommendation and introduction. It was
designated a United Nations Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World
Heritage in 1988. In other words, it shares similar status with the Great Walls of China!
When | first got here, | felt it resembles Siena in, or maybe also Florence . Then, |
realized it does not resemble anywhere else. Why? Simply, it is truly a special place.
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With today’s abundantly available information, any detailed and special facts about any
place will appear on the internet as soon as one researches online. If one cannot read
Spanish, there is information in English; or if English is still not ok, there is information in
Chinese. My additional comments may not be completely necessary after all. However,
maybe my mentioning of this place will cause you to especially read or listen, and might
pique your interest in visiting this place in the future.
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This city boasts over 500 years of history. Since 1557, it became a mining town with the
commencement of mining activities. It is situated in a narrow valley where its past glory
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and present modernity blend harmoniously together. One detects some mystique in the
air, but also some charm.
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Walking on the streets of Guanajuato is a treat in itself. You will discover new surprises at
the turn of every corner. Its houses look like colored blocks, overlapping one another and
forming a beautiful colorful palette. Newcomers often find it hard to imagine why ancient,
majestic, beautiful, awesome churches seem to be everywhere in the small city. The
reason lied in that this used to be a very wealthy silver mining region, with abundant,
inexhaustible resources underground. The now-defunct mining tunnels and already
dried-up river beds are now roads for automobiles. People walk above-ground, while cars
drive underground; no mixing of cars and pedestrians. This is a unique sight not seen
anywhere else in the world.
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Mexico is a republic of 31 states. Guanajuato is one of them, with an area of just over
31,000 square kilometers, making it about 15% smaller than . The Guanajuato City is the
locale of the state government, with a population of only 70,000. It is 350 kilometers from
the Capital, Mexico City , which may be reached by car in 3.5 hours. ltis in the geographic
center of , on the central plateau, averaging 2000 meters in altitude. Even though it is the
dry season, there is not a trace of cloud in the sky. The sun shines brightly, as if at a
desert, but it leaves one feeling warm and comfortable. Even if you skip washing your
shirt or taking baths several days in a row (definitely do not tell my host family this,) you will
not detect body odor building on you. The city has a small population, but there are
swarms of tourists. This is a tourist destination; therefore the locals treat tourists kindly.
NT$30 dollars can buy you a meal; even a more elaborate feast will not cost more than
NT$400 to 500 dollars, which would including wine and tip! Visiting a café with a laptop
computer for a couple of hours will cost you only about NT$50. Not only will you be left
alone without hustling, you will receive continual refill of your coffee as well. Going home
alone around midnight leaves you worry-free also as it is so safe here.
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One day | went to buy a pair of sandals (because the junk | brought from already wore out,
and | wear sandals to school every day.) On the way back, | was afraid | would not have
ample time to take a meal and then go to class, therefore | asked passer-bys whether there
Is a bus to reach my destination. They told me the bus was just across the street, pointing
to the place where the bus was resting. | went across the street, and asked the driver
whether the car would take me to “Pastitos.” He nodded, and | got on the bus.
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After the bus started, | gradually felt something was wrong, and thought | might have been
going in the opposite direction. Then, | took out my map, slowly compare the streets to the
map and checked scenery outside the car windows to see whether | recall being there. At
that time an elderly gentleman (there is no say that | wouldn’t be older than him actually)
asked me in Spanish: “donde vas?” | pointed at my map to show him where | was going.
He said to me that my destination was Pastita, not Pastito. This bus was going to Pastito,
and the bus route ends at the southwestern most end of the town; Where | am staying is at
the northeastern most end of the town, close to my school. | was only one letter off, and |
didn’t know there was a community called Pastito. But | was sent to a place completely
opposite from my intended destination.

gt R N IR S o L - B eS| L
Ao SR R YT i e e AT L T o
P48 SRR 4 V- @lftip% F’?]?" f*J Panoramic nghway i@?\ . fﬂ%f‘%’zl’iﬁ%k MY
Panoramic Highway #-[pi s o [{5j— kL #IET Iy*r“% IS l—ﬂmfﬁgj%a‘ }‘EIW{H o
F}EJ’J';HE{EI SR - UHN R RTTS 'iﬁ;[’“[ﬁﬁmlﬁﬂi Highway - [51 - PEf&pip Jﬁ A [l
e R b 2 i IR i ﬁ%IWWﬂ'ﬂWOW@J*@’*@T
*;[JET ’H“}f;%fl foo BT T RAREIIYT g o Bl S PR T
= Panoramic Highway H§Eis"— gl o

As this elderly gentleman was getting off the car, he especially advised the driver that | was
a foreign visitor, and have taken the wrong car, that | should be given a free ride back.
Originally the trip would have taken me 20 minutes by foot. Because | took the wrong way,
| spent an entire hour riding in the bus. However, there was some right in the wrong that |
made. That bus took the Panoramic Highway to reach Pastito. The return trip was along
another section of the Panoramic Highway. Just the day before, on Sunday, | took my
camera along and wanted to go to the plateau to take some pictures. | asked a taxi driver
how much it would cost if | were to ask him to slowly drive on the brim of the plateau along
the Panoramic Highway around town, for about 30 minutes? He told me that he would
charge $150 Pesos, which was about NT$450. | thought for a while and decided it was
not worth the price, so | thanked him and decided not to make such trip. Who would have
known that the following day, quite outside of my plan, | would have made such a trip along
the Panoramic Highway, and spent only $4 Pesos!
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When | went to class, a classmate told me that she spent $60 Pesos and joined a local tour
for only an hour, which was but a drive along the Panoramic Highway, and she thought the
tour was unimpressive. |told her that | made the same trip on the local bus, and | only
spent $4 Pesos. She looked at me admiringly, as if she thought | was quite resourceful.
Of course | didn’t tell her that | took the wrong bus.
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There are still many interesting stories that | experienced over the last 10 days. | will
slowly write them down.
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It has been nearly two weeks since my arrival in Guanajuato. Finally today | have time
to write another report for everyone.
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Some people may find it strange and think that | have gone temporarily insane to come
all the way to Mexico by myself to stay for over a month, not knowing anyone here, and
even enroll myself at a school for Spanish classes? The motivation of making such a
trip stemmed from another trip made two years ago.
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In December EOOG, right before Christmas, | took my entire family, including my wife,
daughters, son-in-laws, grand children, nephew and niece, totaling 10 people, aboard
the 125,000-ton Diamond Princess from Los Angeles. We cruised down the Eastern
Coast of Pacific Ocean for 7 days, and made brief stops at three Pacific-coast Mexican
cities: Puerto Vallarta, Mazatlan, and Cabo San Lucas. That trip to Mexico, a country
foreign to me, left a fairly good impression. In December, the weather of the places we
visited was even more comfortable than Hawaii. People were friendly, and prices were
reasonable.
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Before the cruise ship made the first stop, there was an hour-long free Spanish lesson
given on the ship to the passengers, so that the passengers may learn to shop, bargain
and carry out simple questions and answers while ashore. | have never studied
Spanish, and went to the lesson. | was given a handout, listing a few dozen sentences
in English and Spanish. | held onto it and brought it home. While in Puerto Vallarta
and Mazatlan, | also went into local hotels and grabbed some free local tourist
magazines. Don’t get a word of it! Anyhow, | brought the magazines back with me.
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Fast forward to last August or September. | found myself frequently web surfing
looking for Chinese language studying sites in order to help Rotary Youth Exchange
Students. One day, | visited the Educational Broadcasting Station, and discovered
three Spanish language courses on the radio station. Not only so, all of the lectures
are available in digital voice files for all to freely download, and transfer to iPod or any



other type of MP3 players to listen as they wish. Itis so convenient. | tried for a while
and felt that the result was quite satisfactory! 1| even went to the bookstore and bought
the text books for the programs. This round of efforts continued for about two or three
months.
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Since then, one day | took out the handout from the one-hour Spanish lesson while on
the cruise; | also flipped through the magazines | brought back from Mexico. | realized
that | already have mastered all the information on the handout, and could even spot
words that | understood in the magazine! | just couldn’t speak Spanish as of yet. This
made me think that if | spent a month or so in a Spanish speaking place to tour but also
to learn Spanish, would it not be killing two birds with one stone?
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| started searching on the internet, and sent emalls to some Spanish language schools
for catalogs. | received some. After some further contacting, | found a language
school based in Salamanca, Spain, called Don Quijote, with multiple branches
throughout Spain, but also several branches or affiliate schools throughout Central and
South America. This school system encourages students to study at different
countries for weeks at a time, and then transfer to other places. Their students are
guite international, and ranged in age from 17 through 82 years old. After some
tentative quote requests, | discovered that tuition and boarding costs are quite
reasonable, especially at central and south American locations.
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| knew at the time that | would be sent by Taiwan’s YEP multi-district organization to
Nevada, USA for Rotary Youth Exchange Program’s International Conference at the
end of February. | thought | would use this opportunity to study at the language
school’s branches in Guanajuato and Puerto Vallarto, Mexico. | contacted them, and
met with very proactive and personable services, and reasonable quotes on prices; |
even bargained with them a little bit: they deducted the USD$100 registration fee
required for each school. | chose the intensive course, with four hours of classes each
day, and asked for the school to refer host families that would take care of room and
board. | asked for a single room as my accommodation. The total cost of all of this for
four weeks, including tuition, came to less than US$2000 dollars! Wouldn’t you say
that | should make the trip?
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Before | even departed Taiwan, the school has sent me via email all the relevant
information, including the host family’s detailed information, telephone and address, the
schools’ addresses and telephones, local sightseeing spots, travel information, and
such. It was very informative, indeed. Then, | embarked on the trip.
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My host family in Guanajuato is located but 5 minutes from the school by foot, to the
northeastern side of the city, in a relatively upscale neighborhood. The hostess Maria
has three children, two boys and a girl. The eldest girl is Marissa, 26 years old, who
works as an accounting staff at the city bus administration in the city of Leon. Leon is
about 1 hour by car from here, so she comes home every other week. This time she
came home on Thursday March 20th, during the national spring break. The elder boy
Is a college student and does not live at home. The youngest boy Rodrigo is still a high
school student and lives at home. Maria is 51 years old, and her husband is about the
same age; however during the two weeks of my stay with them, | never met the
husband. Maria says that her husband works near Mexico City, the capital. Because
it is a long way away, he comes home once every other month. She and her husband
are both architects.
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| arrived on Sunday March 9th, around 3:30pm. When | met Maria, | did not find her
particularly attractive. She appears more aged compared to a typical Taiwanese lady
around 50 years of age. There’s a red birth mark on her face; she has large eyes and a
tall narrow nose, very thin, and struck me of having typical features of central or South
American aboriginal population. Her daughter on the other hand is very

fair-skinned. 1| asked if there may be Caucasian ancestry in the family. She said yes;
because otherwise Marissa may not be so fair. Her two sons are very quiet and good
looking; with thick brows and large eyes, tall, and fair. During my two weeks with them,
| never saw them read or study for school. They spent all their time playing games in
front of the television. Their mother never lectured them once. This was most
different from Taiwan, where parents always nagged their children to study!
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When | arrived, | found Maria speaking no English, and her son Rodrigo speaking a few
sentences. He was therefore charged with showing me around the school, shops
nearby, and the internet café, and so on. Their home does not have internet
connection.
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At the host family, there are a few other students: Marion, a young girl from Texas,
shares a room with another young girl from Australia. Another room houses two girls
from Norway. They are all Spanish students at Don Quixote, and all came here at the
introduction made by the school. When | arrived, the two Norwegian girls happened to
be making a week-long trip to Cuba, so | only met them just a few days ago. The
Australian girl’'s Spanish was about as bad as mine. However, the girl from Texas is
guite not the same. She just graduated from high school and did not go to

college. She was still trying to figure out what she wanted to do. In September she
came here to study Spanish. It’s only been half a year and she was already in the
advanced class. Not only could she understand movies and television programs, she
could listen and speak very fluently. Nevertheless | have no insight into her writing
ability. On the first day, she acted as my interpreter so | could communicate with
Maria.
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| have a single room, but'| share the bathroom and toilet with others. My breakfast and
lunch are included here. The lifestyle in Mexico is quite different from Taiwan. Lunch
Is served at 3pm, and dinner is hardly had; if at all, very little food is consumed. Maria
serves meals that are almost free of oil. In this small town, | do a lot of walking and
climbing up and down the hills. After two weeks, | lost at least 2-3 kilos. | don’t have
a scale, so I don’t know for sure; but | know | have tightened my belt buckles by two
holes at least. When Maria heard, she was shocked. | told her this was better result
than | could have asked for, and was perfectly all right with me.
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Everything about my stay at her home was great, except for two inconveniences. The
first was | had no internet connection. As such, | had to bring my computer to school
every day, or | had to visit an internet café. The second inconvenience was the
bathroom situation. At my age, it's quite normal to be visiting the bathroom several
times each night. It is very warm here during the day; but the day-night temperature
different was quite tremendous; the temperature nightly was usually 5-6 degrees
Celsius. When one was lying down in bed, under a comforter, it was very warm and




comfortable. But, when it came time to go to the bathroom, | had to put my trousers on
and travel through the living room, which was a great nuisance to me. Fortunately |
was clever in some ways. Using my Swiss knife, | secretly cut an inch or two off of the
top of an emptied one-liter plastic container, and converted it into my bedpan. In the
morning, | took it with me in a plastic bag to the bathroom, dumped, washed and reused
it the next day. This has helped me resolve my big problem throughout the last two
weeks. Doesn’t it seem about the same as if | were hospitalized at a second-class
hospital quarter? So far Maria still doesn’t know about my trick played at her home.
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Monday March th the day after my arrival was the first day of class. | arrived at 8am
at school. First, there was the ability test for new students. Everyone was given a
sheet with testing questions. The questions went from simple ones to very difficult
ones. Even the questions themselves were in Spanish. If one had no foundation at all
in Spanish, it is possible that one would not be able to answer any questions. After the
test was completed, there was individual Spanish conversation test with each

student. After that, all the students were gathered in a class room, and were given
explanations on the facility and rules of the school and classes. Meanwhile, some staff
was trying to place each student into the appropriate class.
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Within an hour, the teacher came around to call rolls, and then students were divided in
small groups and were taken to their respective classes. There are only six students in
my class. In fact, each class has no more than 6 students, because that is one of the
conditions promised by the school. | am the only male in my class; the other students
are female. The teacher came and gave us each a text book, a note book, and a ball
point pen. In other words, you may come to class with absolutely nothing in your
hands.
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Once the class started, our teacher asked us to turn to page 52, and then the lecture
started. The entire class was conducted in Spanish, with no English allowed or

used. Whether you slept well the night before, dosing off is not an option; Other than
lecturing, the teacher is constantly asking the students questions, or is asking the
students to come the podium to speak to the others in class; or is asking the students to
practice one-on-one conversations.
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Over the last two weeks there were three teachers who taught my class—two male and



one female. They were all excellent teachers, very serious in teaching but also very
courteous to the students. Each student also took their studying quite

seriously. Every day we were given homework and had to give report in

class. Occasionally there were mistakes or at times someone might have an
assignment. The teachers never caused any embarrassment in the student; on the
contrary, they extended even more patience to teach the students individually. | am
very satisfied with the school, or the teachers themselves.
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In addition to the four lessons of intensive course, one-on-one lessons may be
arranged, and may cover any topic of choice, such as grammar or conversation. Itis
as if you were at a noodle stand—they have everything you possible could want,
whether it were beef noodles, chop sui noodles, noodles with no toppings, dried
noodles, soup noodles...so long as you pay.
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Other than the lessons, every Monday and Tuesday evening from 7pm to 8pm, there is
an hour of cultural lesson, which covers the history of Mexico, or culture and religion of
Spanish speaking countries. | did not understand a thing during my first class and my
blanking may be aptly described by a Taiwanese saying: “the duck listening to the
thunder.” However, by the fourth such lesson, | could understand about 30-40% of
what’'s going on.
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Wednesday evenings, we have salsa dancing lessons. After one hour, never mind how
well | danced, | sure knew | remembered terms such as front, back, left, right, up, down,
forward, backward in Spanish. It was really hard to remember them just looking at the
text book; but now | remembered them all.
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Thursday nigh{s are Café Social hours. The students could chat up the storm about
anything under the sun—but may not use any language but Spanish.
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Friday nights there are cooking lessons which charges extra. | have not been going.
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When | arrived, there were 30 other students who also just arrived, speaking varying
levels of Spanish. Some have been taking lessons for 7 to 8 years, and do not use text
books during their lessons. They use movies, newspapers, or magazines as their
class materials; they practice public speaking, or conversations with the teacher. On
the other hand, there are new students who start with the alphabets. | ran into a Peter
Barrett from Boston, who is in his fifties. He has a beard, and therefore looks closer to



age than me. We also have more in common to talk about. He is a business man, and
also a metal artist, who has been studying Spanish for many years.
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After the flrst cultural class, all new students visited a restaurant together. The meal
was paid for by school, as a welcome party to new students. It was also a good
opportunity to learn the names of Mexican dishes.
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The school buildings are old and quaint. | like them very much. The style is very
different from Taiwan. One sees bright colors and contrasts everywhere. There is a
patio on 2nd floor. During the breaks, Caucasian students like to sunbathe outside.
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There are only two Asians at the school, who are me, and a young Korean student.
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Over the last two weeks | have been keeping busy every day with endless tasks; | also
went online to read and send emails, as well as to research for homework. One day
the assignment from our teacher was to give a report in front of class the following day
about any capital of any country in South America. My goodness! South America! |
have never even been there. | don’t know many of the countries’ names and locations,
much less their capitals! So | went online to research, and got down to the nitty gritty
of La Paz, the capital of Bolivia. Then, | gathered all my information and shoved
together a report. The following day, | read my report on stage, and did not commit
major errors. The teacher praised me continuously. | wonder if such copying and
pasting would be similar to writing a thesis for a masters degree or doctoral degree at a
university?
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lRF:ght outside my classroom, there is a small Café stand that carried snacks and drinks
for students. The first day | ordered a carrot juice drink, and found it very tasty. There
was no sugar added to the juice, but it was very sweet, quite different from the ones |
had in Taiwan. From then on | ordered the same thing each day. After a few days, |
didn’t need to order anymore; the juice was prepared for me as soon as my class
ended. Now the name of the juice was firmly committed to my memory—Zanahoria.
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On 3/21, | ran into the third Asian since arrival two weeks ago. She is a young lady by



the name of Tsai Wei-jing from Taiwan, and is a graduate of the commercial and
graphic design department at Ling-Tung Technical College in Taichung. | met her at
the Internet Café. | asked her in Spanish where she came from; and she told me she
was from Taiwan. The rest of our conversation was made in Mandarin. This was the
first time in two weeks that | spoke Chinese, except for talking on the phone. She
came to Mexico last year at the invitation of her cousin who does business in
Guadalajara; and has been here for about a year now. She used her spring vacation to
come to Guanajuato to travel around. We had a very pleasant conversation, and |
treated her to a very inexpensive lunch before bidding farewell.
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Our salsa dancing teacher is a very young Mexican by the name of Mauricio, who lives
right near my place. One day we ran into each other and struck up a
conversation. He asked me where | came from; | told him, and he said he liked Taiwan
very much. | showed him my DVD on Taiwan that | had with me. A few days later, he
invited me to visit his home, and we spoke about his life. He was originally from
Mexico City, and is a professional Latin dancing coach with teaching experiences in
Germany and the UK. His girlfriend is also her dancing partner, and is very
beautiful. He lives with his mother, who, when she was young, was a rather famous
singer. A car accident killed his father, and left his mother paralyzed and reliant on the
wheelchair, unable to walk anymore. He introduced his mother to me that day. She
was an extremely kind lady in her fifties, but appeared quite a bit older looking than
women in Taiwan in their 60s. | have in mind to ask District Governor Weber of District
3490 to invite him to Taiwan for a trip, and perhaps for him to work with dancers in
Taiwan.
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These are some of the tidbits of my life and studying over the last two weeks in
Guanajuato. | am writing them for my memories, and to share with my friends and
family. 1 also visited some other places during the past few weekends, which | will
write about separately.

Henry at Puerto Vallarta
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S: | have put the photos on the follwing web link, to have a better view, please use
Slide Show Full Screen.
http://henrywun.shutterfly.com/action/
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March 16 (Sunday), after a week’s stay in Guanajuato, armed with my Spanish language skills
acquired over the last week, | went by myself to two nearby towns for sightseeing. These two
towns are small in scale, but they enjoy great fame.
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?stly, let me mtroduce the city of Dolores De Hidelgo, named after 's national hero Miguel
Hidelgo y Costilla, who lost his life to achieve 's independence. Almost all Mexicans will want to
come here to pay tribute to the hero, and to learn of his story.
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Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla was born in 1753. After graduating from Colegio San Nicolas Obispo,
he taught theology, philosophy, and civics at the school, and eventually served as the President
of the college. In 1792, he was ordained as a priest and served the parish of Dolores. He was
well loved by the people in his parish, because he not only was their leaders spiritually and
mentally, he also provided wise guidance and help in many ways to help those in his parish
become better economically endowed.
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Harboring ideologies of liberty and openness, he joined a group of patriots in 1810 to secretly
facilitate 's political independence from ’s colonization. They planned to take military action in
October of 1810; however, the plan was leaked and many of the members were captured. He
then received information to ally with other important pr-independence members including
Aldama, Allende, and Abasolo. They decided to stage the revolution on September 16, 1810.
This was the reason behind the date of the Mexican Independence Day. The residents in the
city of Dolores including potters, carpenters, blacksmiths and farmers answered to the calling of
Father Hidelgo y Costilla and joined the independence movement. This city became the
birthplace of Mexican independence.
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In the first two weeks of the independence movement, the revolutionary force won victories after
victories from Dolores to Atotonilco, to San Miguel el Grande (whose name was changed to San
Miguel de Allende to commemorate the another independence leader. This is also the second
city that I visited and will introduce;) Camulcero, Celaya (it was here that Miguel Hidalgo was
given the title of the General; and Ignacio Allende was made the Deputy General,) Salamanca,
Irapuato , and Silao, finally Guanajuato.
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The Spanlards took their families and possessions and hurrledly escaped to Guanajuato, hiding
in the Alhondiga de Granaditas, which was a fortress used as a granary. (This is now a regional
museum and is a must-see for Guanajuato visitors.) However after a bloody fight, the angry
mob took the fortress and slaughtered all the surrendered Spanish people.
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There was another story during the takeover of the fortress. This structure is 71 by 68 by 23
meters, which makes a total area of 4,828 square meters (which is about 1,460 Taiwanese ping
in area measurement.) The fortress was built against the hill, with two sides surrounded by the
hill.  With a strange exterior that resembles a fortress, the Spaniards who escaped to seek
shelter here believed this fortress was solidly built and could protect them from the revolutionary
army. However, not long after, the insurgents surrounded the building and started throwing
rocks into the fortress. The leader of the Spaniards was stoned to death.
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The revolutionaries decided to break the eastern gate which was the smaller of the two gates.
They sent a brave man, who was a fierce and well built miner, named Juan Jose Martinez, or
known also by his nickname “El Pipila.” He bore a large flat piece of rock on his back, to fend
against any attacks by the Spaniards’ rocks from above. Slowly he approached the eastern
gate, and burned it with petroleum. The revolutionaries followed him and entered the castle.
Most Spaniards were dead by then. That same afternoon, they buried several hundred bodies.
On the hill of Guanajuato, above the cable car, there stood the statue of Pipila, for all to see and
admire. http://www.guanajuatocapital.com/ingles/Apipila.htm
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However this revolution attempt finally failed. The four leaders, Miguel Hidalgo, Ignacio Allende,
Juan Aldama, and Jose Mariano Jimenez, were captured and executed. They were beheaded,
and their severed heads hung on the four corners of the fortress Alhondiga de Granaditas, to
deter other revolutionary attempts. The heads remained there for 10 years, and were only put
to rest at the El Angel de la Independencia—the independence memorial in the capital, Mexico
City —after the independence was finally attained. The memorial looks quite similar to the
Berlin ’s Victory Column, and is worthy of a visit. | only stopped in Dolores de Hidalgo for
two-to-three hours, and visited Hidalgo ’s residence, which now has been converted to a national
museum.
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The second city that | would like to introduce is San Miguel de Allende, which is not a large city,
but is beautiful beyond belief. Many international magazines give it high praises, even listing it
as one of the ten most beautiful cities, sharing such ranking with Paris and Florence . | thought
such high praises were well deserved after my visit to this city. It is a lovely and refreshing
place to visit. Too bad | have classes tomorrow and cannot stay the night here. But | have
decided to visit again.
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These two cities and surroundlng places are on a plateau, and are about 1800 to 2000 meters in
altitude. It is now the dry season, with very little rain fall, causing the scenery to be quite dry
looking, with trees and grass quite yellow in color. However, it is cool and pleasant here, with
weather nice as spring time all year round, making it a very habitable place. Many Americans
and Canadians come here to retire.
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This was how pleasantiy spent my Sunday, | took a bus and returned to my Eemporary
dwelling in Guanajuato by 10:30pm.
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For henry's photo link, please see

www.henrywun.shutterfly.com

Dolores de Hidalgo:

San Miguel de Allende:
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