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Speech by Rebound Student

Hello everyone,

| am the Taiwanese exchange student who represented the rotary club of Yong-Kong during the year of 2009 and 2010.
And Mexico was my host country.

| think it was from the moment when | chose Mexico as my host country that | started to see myself as an exchange
student. | still remember that my parents weren't with me when it was time for us to choose where we were going. And
| happened to be the first one who got called. As a result, | went up there alone, staring at the whiteboard which was
full of little pieces of paper. All | could think of wasd'm so dead!". And after about two minutes considering, | just
couldn't stand those eyes down there staring at me and anxious about what | was about to choose. That was the
moment when | pulled the piece of paper that said "Mexico"” from the board. Everyone there that day was so shocked.
But still, on their shocking faces, | saw smiles. The chairman came to me and asked " Are you sure? Don't you have to
discuss this with your parents” |, also shocked by what I've done, said with my trembling voice "no."

When | got home, | told my parent that | had chosen Mexico. My dad was so surprised that he dropped his jaw to the
floor. |, then, said "Dad, please pick up your jaw and let me explain.” | continued, " 'I' am the one who is going on this
exchange; 'I' am the one who is going to face all the troubles and frustration when they hit me; 'I' am the one who will
experience all the happiness and sadness. So please, let 'me' be the one who would be responsible for whatever
should come to me.". After hearing me out, my parents accepted my idea happily.

Now, let me bring you back to the first day when the German exchange student we received last year arrived here in
Taiwan. Everyone in my family, and most people from the rotary club of Yong-Kong went to the airport to welcome him
to our country. From that day on, | started to imagine how my arrival would be like.

And that day had finally come. | arrived in the airport of Toluca and waited for someone to scream out my name and to
take pictures of me. However, my host brother and sister were the only people there to pick me up. But, it was good
enough! When | got to my first home in Mexico, my first host parents gave me huge hugs to welcome me to the family.
And then, they started to talk to me in Spanish, it was so overwhelming. And since | didn't know Spanish, | answered
everything with " SI".

Living with strangers is very difficult, but | made sure that | tried my very best to tolerant the difference. And, of course,
there were some arguments, but no matter how angry | was, | made myself apologize first. Because | know that, as an
exchange student, my duty was to accept the way how they live in Mexico. The first host family is very important. They
are the first people we would meet in the foreign country. They are the first who we would talk in the foreign language.
One of the touching things that my first host family did to me was that, when | told them the history about " Moon
Festival ", and that we usually have a barbecue party that day, they offered to throw me one.That day, they invited a lot
of exchange students and they helped me practice telling the story of "Moon Festival” in Spanish. My first parents
listened to me a lot and they taught me a lot about Mexico, they even taught me how to ride a horse. | stayed with them
for the first five months of my exchange, which makes them super important to me.

When | was in my second host family, | transferred from a public school 1o a private school, because my second host
dad was the principal and owner of that school. And | bet most of you don't know how cool it is to have a dad who is the
boss of them school. When | told him " Dad, | don't want to do the homework.” He said, " ok! No homework for you.
" And then | said"” Dad, | want to have Spanish classes at school." He said, without having a second thought, "sure! ['ll
have one the teachers teach you from tomorrow on.” And | said " really??!??! Then Dad, | also want computer courses,
cooking classes, dancing classes, and also | want to learn how to play the guitar!!” Well, he walked away this time. I'd
only stayed with my second host family for two months, but | got along with them pretty well.

My third host family was my favorite family. My third host parents took very good care of me. We would sit and talk for
more than two hours every day. And | spent a lot of time with my third host brother and sister as well. Sometimes, my
third host dad would have me plan one of the weekends, and we would do what | would like to do. So, there was this
one time, | suggested that we should go see an opera. They were like real family to me. My host parents even said that
they were willing to give their own children up and have me as their kid. And at the end of the year, my host brother and
host sister from the third family came back with me to Taiwan, and loved it! And now, it is certain that my host sister will
go on an exchange here to Taiwan.

| have been back here for almost one year. And | would like to remind the exchange students who are about to leave
the country to be prepared. You are going to experience a lot of things that you don't expect, and you won't like most of
them. And also, learning a new language can be really hard. But, you will just have to deal with them. And if they really
happened, you shall think yourself as a very lucky person.Because, the more you encounter, the more you learn. It may
be very painful when you are frustrated by some trouble. But, | can tell you, since I've been there myself, that those
moments are the most precious moments of this exchange.

And | would also like to ask all the parents, for once, to let them be. Because, for all | know, this exchange is one of the
best things that could ever happen to us. And let us take the responsibility of our decisions and behaviors for the first
time.

Finally, | would like to thank Rotary International for giving me this wonderful opportunity. And | believe that all of us, the
exchange students would like to say one thing to you, that is " Thank you ! "

RYEMT 2011Hf8E



	p51.pdf
	p52.pdf

