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Speech by Inbound Student

Hello everyone,
| am Willian from Brazil, and | am hosted by the rotary club of dongbei in Tainan.

When | told my parents that | wanted to come to Taiwan, they were really concerned, because of the way | walk,
and that this would be the first time that | would be so far away from them. They were also afraid that Taiwanese
people would treat me badly, giving the inconvenience | have. But now, when | go back to Brazil, | will make sure

to tell them how sweet Taiwanese people are and how food well they take care of me.

| had been in hospitals from the age of 7 to the age of 15. This is why | have experienced a lot of my " first times "
here. In Taiwan, | tried to climb the mountain for the first time; | saw snow for the first time; | also celebrated new

P

year In front of Taipei 101 for the first time. out of all these "first times", | think celebrate Chinese new year was
my favorite. | remember that everyone wore red clothes and telling each other "Happy new year!” | am so glad
that it was Taiwanese people who | experienced all these with.

What it takes to be an exchange student is the ability of adopting different environment. Because just when you
start to get used to one family; you are about to change to another already. And the culture shock is so difficult to
overcome. For example, when | first got here, | always forgot to take off my shoes before entering the house.
Also, one time, my first host dad prepared a spring roll for me, and he put so much sugar on it. | was so shocked
then, because in Brazil we don't eat sweet meat. And another thing, | think most exchange students would agree
with me on this one, is that Taiwanese people eat A LOT! They always ask™ Have you eaten yet?" whenever they
see us. During my exchange year, | have been studying in Liushin High School. | spent most of my time with
other exchange students at school in the beginning, because my Chinese wasn't good enough. But now that |
have learned Chinese, | finally got to know my classmates.

| think my Brazilian brother is who | need to thank the most. Once, he humiliated me in front of my entire family.
He said "YOU THINK THAT | WANT TO WALK BESIDE YOU? YOU EMBARRASS ME! YOU ARE SO USELESS
THAT YOU WILL STAY IN OUR PARENTS' HOUSE FOREVER!!" What he said hurt my so badly. But, instead of
being frustrated by it, | made it the reason to fight for my dream. | dream of becoming a translator. | am trying my
best to learn Chinese here Iin Taiwan. | want to prove it to everyone, especially my brother, that | CAN DO IT!

When i was little, people would make fun of me. And that used to make me feel so bad. However, after coming to
Taiwan, | have learned a lot from Taiwanese people that | have changed the way | think. In the future, | won't feel
bad when people mock at me. After all, | have lived in a foreign country for one year, | think that made me a lot
braver than a lot of people.

Many people who also suffer from physical limitation think that they are not capable of realizing their dreams. |
want to tell them that " | am doing it, so can you!"

There are many things that | will miss then I'm back in Brazil. Such as beef noodles, bubble milk tea, fish burger
of McDonald's, and the warmth Taiwanese give me. If my parents didn't let me come here, | think that | would
never have got to know Taiwanese culture or how passionate Taiwanese people are.

Finally, | want to thank all my host families. Thank you for understanding me and teaching me things that | didn't
Know.

And also, | would like to thank the principal of Liushin high school. He took such good care of all the exchange
students in our school. And one time he even took us to Taipei to see the International Floral Expo. | enjoyed
very much my time at school.

| want to thank the chairman of the district 3470, pp Betty. She has been helping me ever since the second |
landed.

Last but not least, | want to thank all Rotarians. Thank you all for giving me this precious opportunity. This
exchange has changed completely the way how | think about thing and about myself. Now | finally know to
actually live!
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